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the fact that there is widespread and
strong dissatisfaction in the minds of the
public.

Therefore, with due respect, Sir, I submit
there Is no relevancy at all in the com-
position of the words or their meaning,
and that your ruling is quite wrong.

Point o~f Order
The Hon. A. F. ORIMfTH: Standing

Order No. 405 requires that the House
shall adjourn unless a determination of
the question is required immediately. So
far as I am concerned, as Leader of the
House, the determination is not required
Immediately, but I am quite prepared to
debate the subject if it is in order to
do so.

The PRESIDENT: I would say that the
debate should be adjourned. I am leaving
it to the Minister.

On motion by the Hon. A. F. Griffith
IMinister for Mines),* debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.26 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

DEPARTMENTAL EQUIPMENT
Sale by Auction and by Tender
Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister
for Works:
(1) Has the Government considered

that higher prices and greater
public satisfaction could accrue
from holding quarterly public
auctions of Main Roads, Public
Works Department, and other de-
partmental vehicles and equip-
ment, in similar manner to
Commonwealth auctions of de-
partmental stores?

(2) is the Government aware-
(a) that there is complaint that

the same people appear as the
successful tenderers for better-
class material under the ten-
der system for vehicles and
other equipment;

(b) that competition could be less
keen under the tender system,
while auctions could attract a
wider field of customers from
town and country areas;

(c) that potential customers can-
not be as selective as to type
or quality of articles sold by
tender?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) It is considered that the tender

system in operation in regard to
disposal of Government vehicles
and equipment is generally satis-
factory. Government equipment
of this nature is discarded only
when it has served its economic
life.

(2) (a) The Government is not aware
of complaints of the nature
mentioned. When equipment
is available for sale, tenders
are called through the Press,
and the Government Gazette,
as well as by posting of
notices outside the Tender
Board offices and at other
central points in Perth and
Fremantle. Vehicles and
equipment are always avail-
able for inspection before-
hand.

(b) This Is possible but by no
means certain, as Govern-
ment equipment is exceedingly
well worn before being sold
and would be unlikely to at-
tract country People to town.
To hold periodical auctions
would require storage yards
and maintenance, and It is
doubtful whether this is war-
ranted. It is noticeable that
private dealers rarely hold
auction sales of secondhand
vehicles.

(c) All articles can be inspected
during the period allowed for
lodgment of the tenders.

WATER RATES

Basis of Assessment in Metropolitan
Area

2. Mr. W. HEGNEY asked the Minister
for Water Supplies:

(1) What is the Prime basis on which
water rates are assessed or calcu-
lated in the metropolitan area?

(2) What percentage reductions were
applied to the basic figure for
each of the years 1957, 1958, 1959,
1960?

(3) What was the purpose of such
percentage reductions?

(4) What rate in the pound was or
is being charged in the calcula-
tion of-

water rate:
sewerage rate:
drainage rate:

in each of the years mentioned
above?

(5) What will be the minimum per-
centage increase in the amount
charged consumers for 1960-61 in
comparison with that for 1958-59?

(6) Is it a fact that in the district of
Mt. Hawthorn, for example, pro-
perty-owners are being subjected
to two increases; i.e., by progres-
sive valuation and an arbitrary
25 per cent, increase?

(7) If the reply to No. (6) is in the
negative, will he explain why pro-
perty-owners in Mt. Hawthorn are
obliged to pay about 60 per cent.
more rates compared with last
year?

(8) What additional revenue is esti-
mated from the increased valua-
tions and charges?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) A rate in the pound on the net

annual value assessed under sec-
tion 74 of the Metropolitan Water
Supply Act.

(2) 40 per cent. or 25 Per cent.
(3) To avoid too wide a margin In

valuations as between districts
whilst Progressive reviews were In
course.

(4) Water-is. 6d.
Sewerage-is. 9d.
Main Drainage-4d.

(5) No variation in some instances (or
districts).

(6) Yes, in a similar manner to other
districts which had not been re-
viewed for several years.

(7) See answer to No. (6).
(8) £383,000.
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APPRENTICES
State Total and Number in Government

Organisations
3A. Mr.

for
W. HEGNEY asked the Minister
Labour:
What was the total number of
apprentices in the State who com-
menced apprenticeships in 1957,
1958, 1959, 1960?

(2) What was the number of appren-
tices who commenced apprentice-
ships in each of above years in-

(a) Architectural Division, Pub-
lic Works Department;

(b) State Engineering Works;
(c) Midland Junction Work-

shops?
Mr. PERKINS replied:
(1) The total number of apprentices

in the State who commenced ap-
prenticeships In-

1957 = 1,195
1958 = 1,133
1959 = 1,257
1960 (to date) = 987

(2) New apprenticeships--
(a) Architectural Division, P.W.D.:

1957. 5; 1958, 43; 1959, 22;
1960 (to date), nil.

(b) State Engineering Works:
1957, 15; 1958, 11; 1959, 8;
1960 (to date), 5.

(c) Midland Junction Workshops:
1957, 103; 1958, 74; 1959, 85;
1060 (to date), 57.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
ARCHITECTURAL BRANCH

Number of Employees

3B. Mr. W. HEGNEY asked the Minister
for Labour:

What number of employees was
engaged by the Architectural Di-
vision of the Public Works De-
partment on-

(a) The 2nd April, 1959:
(b) The 15th August, 1900?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
The number of employees en-
gaged by the Architectural Divi-
sion of the Public Works on-

(a) 2nd April, 1959 = 1906.
(b) 15th August, 1960 = 836.

CARNARVON HOUSING

Shortage of Building Blocks

4. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Lands:
(1) Has his department taken any

steps, since the 18th February this
year, to find a suitable area at
Carnarvon for subdividing into
building sites?

(2) Is he aware of the position at
Carnarvon regarding the lack of
building blocks and the acute posi-
tion which exists in this regard?

Mr. B3OVELL replied:
(1) Yes-continuous investigation Is

being made to find further suit-
able residential land.

(2) Action is now being taken to sell.
at auction, seven out of twenty
lots already surveyed out of a sub-
divided area. It is expected the
sale will be held in approximately
six weeks' time.
Dependent upon the result of
the sale the department will take
action to dispose of the remain-
ing thirteen lots.

Acquisition of Land by Commission

5. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Housing:
(1) Will he advise the House of the

number of vacant building blocks
at Carnarvon the Housing Com-
mission will have, when it com-
pletes its present building pro-
gramme?

(2) Has the commission taken any
steps to acquire extra land at
Carnarvon for its future require-
ments?

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON replied:
(1) Owing to the incidence. of flood-

ing. there is now an acute short-
age of suitable housing land in the
Carnarvon townsite. This Position
was recently emphasised by the
widespread floods in February,
1960. The 1960-61 building pro-
gramme was met by the utilisa-
tion of all the suitable lots avail-
able to the commission, with the
exception of one block.

(2) At the request of the State Hous-
ing Commission, the Town Plan-
nling Department omfcers have
reviewed the land position at Car-
narvon, and prepared a Plan of
another subdivision. The Lands
Department has also been con-
sulted, and an allocation of land
in the new subdivision to meet
further requirements is antici-
pated in the near future.

KENSINGTON STREET SAWMILL

Sanitary Facilities

6. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Health:
(1) Do the sanitary facilities at the

sawmill property at Kensington
Street, East Perth. comply with
the requirements of the Public
Health Department?
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(2) If not, what steps have been, or
are likely to be taken, in order
to effect compliance?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Answered by No. (1).

RAILWAYS
Capitalisation and Interest Payments

'7. Mr. ROWBERRY asked the Minister
for Railways:
(1) What is the total capitalisation of

Western Australian Government
Railways?

(2) What are the annual payments
to interest, sinking fund, and
depreciation?

(3) What is the total payment of in-
terest to date?

(4) To whom are the payments made?
Mr. COURT replied:
(1) The capital liability to the Trreas-

ury at the 30th June, 1960, was
£53,591,069 Is. Id.

(2) The amounts vary from year to
year; but for the year ended
the 30th June, 1960, depreciation
and interest included in the profit
and loss account amounted to
£1,686,961 11s. 6d. and £2,339,789-
8s. 9d. respectively. The amount
of depreciation allocated to sink-
ing fund was £355,844 12s. 9d.

(3) Interest recorded from inception
to the 30th June, 1960, amounted
to £54,648,938 is. 3d.

(4) Interest on the public debt, of
which the railway capital forms
a part, is a liability to the National
Debt Commission, and is so paid
by the Treasury Department.

STIRLING HIGHWAY
Cost of Median Strip

8. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) What has been the cost to date

of the median strip in Stirling
Highway, Nedlands, west of Dal-
keith Road?

(2) 'What is the estimated cost of the
work remaining to be completed?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) £5,070.
(2) The estimated cost to complete

the median strip between Dlal-
keith Road and Rockton Read is
£1,430.

MARGARINE
Imports and Local Production

9. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) In view of the fact that this State

imported 5,770,776 lb. of margarine
for the year 1958-59, can he advise

why the other States' manufactur-
ing Quota is in excess of their re-
quirements, with the result that
they are able to place excess pro-
duction on the Western Australian
market?

(2) As the total consumption of mar-
garine in Western Australia for
the Year 1958-59 was 6,517,096 lb.,
can he explain why, of the
permissible Quota of 800 tons
(1,792,000 lb.) only 600 tons
(1,344,000 lb.) were manufac-
tured in this State?

(3) As there are only 13 full-time
workers and nine half-time work-
ers employed in the margarine
industry in this State. will he
place before the Federal author-
ities a request that this State
manufacture the whole of its
margarine requirements, bearing
in mind the large amount im-
Ported, and the effect of same on
the industry in this State?

Mr. NALDER replied:

(1) Importations include cooking mar-
garine, manufacture of which is
unrestricted. Quotas for the
manufacture of table margarine
were originally agreed upon on a
basis of existing amount manu-
factured in each State, irrespec-
tive of points of sale.

(2) The quota system was designed to
protect the dairying industry. The
manufacture of an additional 200
tons would not necessarily reduce
importations.

(3) No.

STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION

Results of Trading Operations

10. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Electricity:

(1) What are the details of the results
of trading operations of the State
Electricity Commission for the
financial year the 30th June, 1960?

(2) Has there been any alteration in
the method of treatment in the
accounts of unread meterage coma-
Pared with what was done in the
financial year 1958-59?

(3) If the reply to No. (2) is in the
affirmative what is the nature of
the alteration made?

Mr. WATTS replied:

(1) Audited accounts are not yet
available.

(2) and (3) No.
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
RETRENCHMENTS

Effect on Bentley High School Manual
Training Centre

11. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) When is it expected that the

Bentley High School Manual
Training Centre will be completed
and ready for use?

(2) When the building was com-
menced, what was the anticipated
date of completion?

(3) What was the anticipated date of
completion of the Utility section
of the new centre?

(4) When is it expected this section
will be available for use?

(5) Is it a fact that Plasterers and
painters have been dismissed from
this job in pursuance of this Gov-
ernment's policy of disbanding the
construction section of the Public
Works Department whilst the
work upon which they were en-
gaged was unfinished?

(6) Were some of the rooms ready for
painting during school holidays
last Christmas. but the Painting
was not done because some
Painters were retrenched?

Effect on Construction of Schools

('7) Were six painters sacked during
May t.his year and five sacked
during last December when there
were buildings ready for painting?

(8) If it is as a result of the Govern-
ment's retrenchment Plan that the
construction of urgently needed
school buildings is being seriously
delayed, and children and teachers
thereby deprived of the use of
such buildings, thus suffering
much inconvenience which could
be avoided, what explanation does
he offer in justification of a policy
which is responsible for the sorry
state of affairs existing?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) The Manual Training Centre will

be completed, other than the in-
ternal Painting, on the 2nd Sep-
tember, 1960, and will be occupied
on that date.

(2) The 2nd September, 1960.
(3) The 2nd September, 1960.
(4) The utility section will be com-

pleted. other than the internal
painting, on the 2nd September,
1960, and will be occupied on that
date.

(5) Yes.
(6) Yes.

('7) No. Pour were retrenched in May,
and one in December, from this
building.

(8) The retrenchment programme has
not delayed the construction of
these school buildings, and there
have been no serious delays in
connection with other school
buildings completed department-
ally.

RAILWAYS GOODS TRAFFIC

Consignments at Commissioner's Risk

12. Mr. ROWBF.RRY asked the Minister
for Railways:
(1) What amount of goods and to

what value was consigned at com-
missioner's risk on the W.A.G.R..
in the years 1957-58, 1958-59.
1959-60?

(2) How many claims were met by the
department under the above?

Mr. COURT replied:

(1) The tonnage or value of goods
consigned at commissioner's risk
is not recorded.

(2) 1957-58--891 claims totalling
£2,983 18s. 2d.; 1958-59-1,020
claims totalling £0,379 56. led.:
1959-60--804 claims totalling
£2,999 18s. ld.

X-CLASS CYLINDER HEADS

Comparison with Imported Parts

13. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) For what length of time is it

necessary for the X-class cylinder
beads made at the Midland Junc-
tion Railway Workshops to be in
service before the commissioner is
able to determine whether or not
they are more satisfactory than
imported cylinder heads?

(2) What is the longest period for
which an X-class cylinder head
made in the railway workshops
at Midland Junction has been in
service?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) Imported cast iron cylinder heads

were in service from the 9th July,
1955, until the 1st July, 1958, when
they were found to be developing
hair cracks. Until heads manu-
factured in the Midland Junction
Railway Workshops have been in
service for this length of time it
cannot be determined that they
are more satisfactory.

(2) One head has been in service for
131 months.
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ENTERTAINMENTS TAX

Imposition on Motion Picture Exhibitors
and Visiting Entertainers

14. Mr. GRAYDEN asked the Treasurer:

(1) Why is entertainment tax levied
on local motion picture exhibitors
at a time when many of them are
being forced to close their doors,
or pay tax in addition to carrying
heavy losses when visiting enter-
tainment such as professional
tennis, circuses and solo per-
formers such as Tom Lehrer and
Pat Boone are not subject to tax?

(2) Is the Government awvare that
the recent rebate of £20 per week
is of minor assistance only to the
bigger motion picture exhibitors
who employ most of the labour in
the industry?

(3) Would it be practical to tax visit-
ing entertainment which takes
money out of the State and
exempt local companies?

(4) In view of the fact that most
visiting entertainments charges
are in the luxury class, and the
cinema industry caters for the
family trade, would the Govern-
ment give consideration to a
general tax exempti on up to and
including 5s. with a graduated
scale of tax above that figure?

Mr. BRAND replied:

(1) It has been the policy of this
Government and the previous
Government to encourage "live"
shows through the agency of lower
rates of entertainments tax and
tax exemptions, but these con-
cessions have not been extended
to entertainments such as profes-
sional tennis.

(2) It is not agreed that a rebate
equal to £1,040 per annum can
be classified as minor assistance.

(3) Only if existing legislation were
suitably amended. However, such
an amendment could result in the
loss to this State of certain classes
of entertainment some of which
is in world class.

(4) The return from entertainments
tax on admission prices of 5s.
and over would be relatively
minor, and at the same time it
would discourage local enterprise
such as the National Theatre.

RIGHT-OF-WAY

Designation

15. Mr. HEAL asked the Minister for
Lands:

Is the right-of-way immediately
west of William Street, running
north and south between New-
castle and Aberdeen Streets, a
public or private right-of-way?

Mr. BOVELL replied:

The righit-of-way in question is
private Property.

Parking of Vehicles

16. Mr. HEAL asked the Minister for
Police:

Has the Police Department any
powers to ban parking of vehicles
of adjoining tenants in the right-
of-way immediately west of Wil-
liam Street, running north and
south between Newcastle a n d
A berdeen Streets, whether such
right-of-wuy be public or private?

Mr. PERKINS replied:

Yes. The right-of-way in ques-
tion is 12 ft. wide, is opened to
and used by the public, and is a
road within the definition of sec-
tion 4 of the Traffic Act. Because
of the narrowness of such lane,
vehicles Parked therein cause an
obstruction, and action for ob-
struction is being taken.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Employees on Day Labour

17. Mr. TOMB asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) What was the total number of

men employed by the Public Works
Department on day labour for the
quarters ended the 31st March,
1959; the 30th June, 1959; the
30th September, 1959; the 31st
December, 1959: the 31st March.
190; and the 30th June, 1900?

(2) What were the segregated totals
of various tradesmen, etc., at the
above dates?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1)-

quarter ended Archectural Engineering
31/8/59 ... 1,900 3,008
30/a69 .. ,644 2,971
30/0/59 .... 1,371 2,833
31/12/59 .*. 1,209 2,870
31/3/60 1,084 2,552
30/8/60 .... 928 2,810

TOta
4,912
4,815
4,204
3,879
3,686
3.58
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(2) No figures are available for various
tradesmen categories in the En-
gineering Division. Categories

Trade

IBrIelr~ayer .. ..
Cabinetmaker
Carpenter.
Fainter
PiaterCI
Plumberu.
Terrazzo Hands
Truck Driver
Welders
Drainers
Labourers.
Pollshers....
Machinists . ..
Wis
Riggers
Foremen
Electicieans
Clerical and Stores

Total$

for the Architectural Division are
as per the following schedule:-

SCHEDULE
31/3/50 30/8/69 30/9/59 31/12/50 31/3/60 30/6/60

'0. *M. C. MI. C. MI. C. K! C. MI. C. H.

137 1V 03 0 69 0 65 9 55 8 43 8

602 72 407 67 384 68 2$5 83 225 82 182 62
136 71 131 86 108 70 68 70 79 07 47 73
124 8 112 8 90 8 87 8 so 8 73 7
150 65 liD 54 104 49 99 40 91 46 81 41

4 .. 4 .. 3 ... 2... 2 2 .. 2
7 5 7 6 7 5 6 6 4 6 3 5
5 111 3 .1 3 .. 1. 2 ..1. 2 ..1. 2 ..
21 1 14 1 13 1 14 1 13 1 13 1

450 42 410 35 314 35 2357 34 218 31 179 as
1- 3 ... 3 .. 4 .. 4 .. 4 .... 3

1 3 1. 4 .. 4 1 4 1 4 1 4
3 1 2 ... S .. .. 3 ..

1 1.. 1
33 10 31 10 29 10 3 10 2 0 13 0

2 . .... 4 4 . 5 .. 5 .. 5
33 1 27 1 24 1 22 1 10 -. 18

1,600 297 1,388 276 1,098 275 036 273 826 268 668 260

C - Construct~on

MIDLAND JUNCTION WORKSHOPS
Employees

18. Mr. TOMB asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) What was the total number of

men employed in the Midland
Junction Workshops, for the quar-
ters ended the 31st March, 1959;
the 30th June, 1959; the 30th Sep-
tember, 1059; the 31st December,
1959; the 31st March, 1960; and
the 30th June, 1960?

Quarter Ended-
31/3/59 _.
30/6/59 ..
30/9/59
30/2/59
31/3/60
30/0/60 ..

Tradesmen
... 1,264
... 1,271
... 1,256
... 1,246
... 1,227
... 1,230

Semi-Skilled
822
834
835
840
830
825

GARRATT ROAD BRIDGE

Widening

19. Mr. TOMS asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) Relative to the widening of Gar-

ratt Road bridge in December,
1960, what amount of widening is
proposed?

(2) What will be the total width of
carriageway when completed?

(3) When is it anticipated the work
will be finished?

Mr. Wfl.f replied:
(1) 9 ft.
(2) 28 f t.
(3) Widening Will take about four to

five months to complete.

31 - Maintenance

(2) What were the segregated totals
of various tradesmen etc. em-
ployed at the above dates?

Mr. COURT replied:
Quarter

Ended No.
(1) 31/3/59-2,782.

30/6/59-2,790.
30/9/59-2,726.

31l/12/59--2,691.
31/3/60--2,682.
30/6/60--2,653.

(2)-

Apprentices

478
472
428
413
429
406

Labourers and
Junior WVorkers

218
213
207
192
196
192

Total
2,782
2,790
2,726
2,691
2,682
2,653

RAILWAYS FINANCE

Accumulated Interest-Bearing Debt

20. Mr. JAMIESON asked the minister for
Railways:

(1) Are any private bondholders still
holding stock in connection with
W.A.G.R. finance?

(2) If all stock has been converted,
what is the present outstanding
accumulated debt on which in-
terest 19 being paid?

Mr. COURT replied:

(1) No.
(2) The obligation to the Treasury at

the 30th June, 1960, was
£53,591,069 is. id.

625



[ASSEMBLY.]

MERREDIN HIGH SCHOOL HOSTEL
Adequacy of Buildings for Future

Development

21. Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) Has an inspection of the high

school hostel now conducted in
the old R.A.A.F. buildings at Mer-
redin been carried out by Public
Works Department valuators?

(2) Was the object of this visit or
visits for the purpose of consider-
ing the purchase of these build-
ings from the Department of the
Interior?

(3) If an outright purchase was con-
templated, what was the estimated
cost of renewals and repairs
necessary to the buildings to
bring them up to an adequate
standard suited to their continued
use as an expanding school hostel?

(4) Is he aware that this hostel houses
more than 80 students of mixed
sexes at present, and that attend-
ances have risen considerably an-
nually?

(5) Is he aware that the buildings
are situated in low-lying ground.
the drainage problems of which
become more difficult to cope with
after every heavy downpour, and
that expansion of the hostel on
the present site has about reached
its limit?

(6) Is he aware that there is actually
no separate accommodation for
the principal?

('7) As this group of buildings are
quite old, and of asbestos and
iron construction; are badly in
need of major renovation, with
all plumbing in poor condition:
have inadequate ablution block
and lavatories, and are entirely
without laundry facilities, will he
give the House the assurance that
they will not be purchased with
the intention of carrying out
major repairs, renewals and ex-
tensions, and that early and earn-
est consideration be given to the
building of a modern hostel on
the south side of the railway line?

Mr. WAITS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.
(3) Not made.
(4) Yes.
(5) Problems of the nature men-

tioned are known to exist.
(6) The warden prefers to live in his

own house in Merredin.
(7) Close consideration has been given

to ways and means of dealing
with the matter.

CHILD WELFARE PAYMENTS
Abnormal Claims and Relationship to

Unemployment

22. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Child Welfare:
(1) Have there been any abnormal

claims for child welfare assistance
from any district or districts in
the metropolitan area during the
past 12 months?

(2) Could the district (if any) be
named?

(3) Is there any special reason for
the additional claims?

(4) Have the additional claims (if
any) any relationship to the un-
employment situation?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by No. (1).
(3) Answered by No. (1).
(4) Answered by No. (1).

SEWERAGE
Midvale Area

23. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) Has the sewerage system in the

Midvale area of Midland Junction
reached its peak in loading?

(2) At approximately what date was
the maximum capacity reached?

(3) What firms and streets were
linked to the sewerage system in
1959?

Extension to Bellevue and AKoongamia.

(4) When will sewerage be extended
to Bellevue and Koongamia areas?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) No. Some small additional areas

to the north can be connected to
the Midvale sewerage Pumping
area when these are sufficiently
developed.

(2) See answer to No. (1).
(3) The smallgoods factory of W. 0.

Johnston & Sons was connected
by extension across the Great
Eastern Highway to the Midvale
area, but for a limited quantity
of discharge only.

(4) Extension of the sewerage system
beyond the limits of the Midland
Junction townsite was not pro-
vided for in the design of the
original scheme for the district.
It may well be that the sewage
from the Midland Junction area
will ultimately be included in
either the north coast or south
coast sewerage schemes. This
would mean that further building
up of the Perth central scheme to
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take additional areas such as
Bellevue and Koongamnia, would
not be necessary. In addition, the
cost of sewering Bellevue and
Koongamia would be extremely
high because of the lack of devel-
opment in the area surrounding
these suburbs.

POLICE FACILITIES
Rockingham-Safety Bay Requirements

24. Sir ROSS MeLARTY asked the Min-
ister for Police:

Will provision be made in the
1960-61 Loan Estimates to pro-
vide adequate police requirements
for the Rockingham-Safety Bay
district?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
No provision has been made for
the erection of a police station at
Rockingham or Safety Bay. The
strength of the Kwinana, police
station is being increased by an
additional constable, and it is con-
sidered that what is provided will
then be adequate.

NATIVES AT PINJARRA
Provision of Homes

25. Sir ROSS MeLARTY asked the Minis-
ter for Native Welfare:
(1) How many houses are to be pro-

vided for native families at Pin-
jarra?

(2) When Is it proposed to make a
start with the building of the
houses?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
(1) Three.
(2) Tenders are being called immedi-

ately.

EYRE HIGHWAY
Western Australian Expenditure on

Bituminisation
26. Mr. KELLY asked the Premier:

(1) If he is successful in securing the
co-operation and financial assis-
tance of the Commonwealth and
South Australian Governments in
the development of Eyre Highway
as an all-weather road to the
Eastern States, can he inform the
H-ouse what would be the total
financial outlay?

(2) What amount would he be pre-
pared to spend from Western Aus-
tralia's point of view?

(3) Would this anticipated expendi-
ture be provided for within the
remaining period of the present
Government. or would there be a
substantial residue left over as a
legacy for an incoming Govern-
ment?

Mr. BRAND replied:
(1) Estimated cost is--

W.A. section £.. 5,281,000
S.A. section £.. 7,200,000

Total .... £12,481,000

(2) No decision has been made on this
matter, which is still under con-
sideration.

(3) Answered by No. (2).

WATER RATES
Uniform Assessment Basis

27. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Works:

If, as he stated in reply to question
17 (5) on Thursday, the 18th Aug-
ust, "a wrong inference is being
placed on the words spoken" by
him, will he now state more ex-
plicitly exactly what he intended
to convey, or explain how the in-
ference which has been drawn
from his utterance is wrong?

Mr. WILD replied:
The statement made was intended
to convey that in adjusting the
valuation assessment level as be-
tween residential and business
Properties, I had done what the
previous Minister could have done
but did not.

MIDLAND JUNCTION WORKSHOPS
Labour Turnover

28. Mr. ROWBERRY asked the Minister
for Railways:

What was the labour turnover in
the Midland Junction Workshops
for the years 1955-56, 1956-57,
1957-58, 1958-59, and 1959-60?

Mr. COURT replied:
Labour turnover in the Midland
Junction Workshops of wages
staff, covering tradesmen, semi-
skilled persons, and labourers, but
excluding apprentices and junior
workers, is as follows:-

ReduetLons of Additions to
Wart Force. Work Farce.

1955-1958 223 298
1956-1957 .. 188 203
1957-1958 ... 151 165
1958-1959 ... 172 201
1959-1960 .... 169 95

The figures covering apprentices
and junior workers are not readily
available.

STATE PURCHASE HOMES
Arrears in Type 79A Houses

29. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Housing:
(1) Referring to the answers to ques-

tion No. 22 on the 16th August,
of the 136 cases where a deposit
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of less than £50 had been made,
how many were in respect of type
79A houses?

(2) What was the extent of arrears in
these cases-
(a) under £40;
(b) over £40?

Mr. ROBS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) 22 cases in type 7WA houses.
(2) Arrears on above:-

Under £40-£253.
Over £40-1,200.

Deposits and Total Arrears

30. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Housing:
(1) How many homes under the State

Housing Act are being purchased
with deposit--

(a) up to £50;
(b) 951-E99;
(c) £100-2149;
(d) £150-E199;
(e) £200-E299:
(f) £25049499;
(g) £500 and over?

(2) What is the number of arrears
cases in each group?

(3) What is the total amount of ar-
rears in each group?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
The figures are as follows:-

State Housing Act Accounts as at the 31st
May, 1959.
NO. of No.* of

Depoits Houses being Arrears
Purchiased Cases

1,492
209
410
242
170
428
70

oil
32

521
58

118
Go
48

144
17

10N
12

1,087

Z
0- 50 ... ..

61- go
100-149 .. ..
150-199... ..
200-249
250-409
500 and over
*Transfers
tFiles not obtainable

Total

Amount
of

Arrears
F.

14,245
1,451
2,770
1,329
1,049
2,450

215
3,022

332

20,809

*In transfer cases equity Js a private settlement between
vendor and purchaser.

B ecause of the time factor these ties could not be readily
obtained to extract the required Information.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

NORTH-WEST DEVELOPMENT
Commonwealth Allocation of £1,000,000

1. Mr. NORTON asked the Premier:
Could he give the House any in-
formation on the £1,000,000 which
was allocated for the North-West
in the recent Commonwealth
Budget, and say where this money
is to be spent?

Mr. BRAND replied:
The amount of £1,000,000 is in-
cluded in the Commonwealth esti-
mate for 1960-1961 as the amount

which it has been estimated that
Western Australia, will spend this
year Under the Northern Develop-
ment Act, 1958-1959, which pro-
mised Western Australia £5,000,000
over five years. it is not any-
thing new.

ENTERTAINMENTS TAX
Imposition on Visting Entertainers

2. Mr. HAWKE asked the Premier:.
My question has to do with the
first part of the question on the
notice paper today in the name
of the member for South Perth.
Did the Premier intend to convey
in his reply that visiting enter-
tainments such as professional
tennis, circuses, and solo perform-
ers like Tom Lehrer and Pat
Boone were not subject to tax
under the administration of the
previous Government?

Mr. BRAND replied:
No. not at all. I said there was
some concession made in recogni-
tion of live shows.

Mr. Hawke: Thank you.

STATE BUILDING SUPPLIES
Sale

3. Mr. ROWEERRY asked the Premier:
(1) Is it true that State Building

Supplies, or the State brickworks,
or the State sawmills are to be
sold tomorrow either jointly or
separately; or that agreement for
the sale is to be signed tomrorrow?

(2) if the answer to No. (1) is "Yes,"
will he give the House some in-
formation on the subject?

Mr. BRAND replied:
I know nothing about this. I
have had sufficient notice to make
the necessary inquiries, but know
nothing of these sales taking
place.

ROAD B"USES: PERTH TO ALBANY
Concessions to Pensioners

4. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Railways:

Adverting to the question I asked
on the 4th August concerning con-
cessions for pensioners travelling
on road buses from Perth to
Albany: The Minister said that
the matter would be given con-
sideration before the new service
was introduced. Could he let me
know whether a decision has been
made?

Mr. COURT replied:
As far as I know, a decision has
not been made, but I will find out
before tomorrow's sitting, and let
the honourable member know,
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STATE BUILDING SUPPLIES

Sale

5. Mr. ROWBERRY asked the Minister
for Industrial Development:

Seeing that the Premier could not
give me any information on the
question I asked him a moment
ago, can the Minister inform me-

(1) Is it true that State Build-
ing Supplies, or the State
brickworks, or the State
sawmills are to be sold to-
morrow either jointly or
separately; or that agree-
ment for the sale is to be
signed tomorrow?

(2) If the answer to No. (1) is
"Yes," will he give the
House some information on
the subject?

Mr. COURT replied:
I can only assure the honourable
member that I know nothing of
any agreement to be signed to-
morrow, or of any arrangement
for the sale of these concerns
tomorrow. I would be interested
to find out the source of the hon-
ourable member's information.

CEMENT

Price to Queensland Government

6. Mr. TONIN asked the Minister for
Industrial flevelopment:

on the 2nd August I asked the
Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment what were the prices of
cement to the Governments of the
various States in the capital cities
of those States. The Minister was
good enough this afternoon to
supply me with a schedule which
purports to show the prices. In
that schedule there appears, for
Brisbane, a figure of £10 Is. 9d.
for supply to the Government. I
have here a telegram from Mr.
Nicklin, Premier of Queensland,
to the H-on. F. J. S. Wise which
reads-

Re your telegram cement
prices to Government are
Queensland Cement and Lime
Company eight pounds nine
shillings per ton of twenty-four
bags f.o.r. Darra.

As this telegram from the Pre-
ier of Queensland gives a figure

of £8 9s. and the Minister shows
a figure of £10 Is. 9d., it indicates
that there is something that calls
for an explanation. Will the Min-
ister have the position investi-
gated and inform me as early as
possible of the result?

Mr. COURT replied:
I will have the position investi-
gated with pleasure. Uf I heard
the telegram aright it said "fLo.r.
Darra," whereas prices normally
given are for cement delivered in
the metropolitan area. I think
the honourable member will find
that the difference is exactly that.
I will get him the firm's cost, The
figures given to him were from
Government sources.

COOKING MARGARINE
Local Manufacture

7. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

I would like to refer to a question
I had on the notice paper this
afternoon dealing with the import
of 5,770,776 lb. of margarine into
this State. The minister's reply
indicates that the manufacture of
cooking margarine is not re-
stricted. Were the firms of this
State acquainted of this fact, and
has it had a restricting effect on
their manufacture?

Mr. NALDER replied:
I think the firms know full well
the quantity they are allowed to
manufacture. There is no reason
at all for the honourable member
to be concerned that the manu-
facturers are not fully aware of
the position.

SLEEPERS
Tenders for Supply to Railways

Department

S. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) Can he inform me of the reason,

or reasons, for the delay in the
Railways Commission allocating
orders for the supply of sleepers?

(2) Is the delay occasioned by the
tenders for the supply of sleepers
having been returned to at least
some of the major sawmlllers?

Mr. COURT replied:
The only reason for the delay in
declaring the successful tenderer
is that the commission was giving
very careful consideration to the
tenders. A submission has been
made to me, as at today, from the
commissioner, and I understand
the Tender Board will be making
a decision very shortly on this
matter.
Reference back to the ten-
derers, as I understand it-I
am now speaking off the cuff
without reference to the files-has
been made because of the fact
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that some of the tenderers, were
not quite clear as to what would be
the effect of the last basic wage
increase that has already taken
place, As I understand it, it is
purely to clarify that important
issue, and for no other reason.

Mr. Graham: If you don't hurry up,
another basic wage increase will
take place before you make a de-
cision.

Mr. COURT: You leave it to us; you
will be surprised.

ADDUESS-IN-RErLY
Tenth Da

Debate resumed from the 18th August.
MR. LEWIS (Moore) [5.1]: Much has

been said during this Address-in-Reply
debate on the question of railway freights.
Arguments have been advanced on the one
side of the House for the justification of
increases; and, on the other side of the
House, arguments have been advanced
condemning the proposed increases. With
much of the argument, I dare say, there is
some merit. However, I do not propose to
enter into that discussion at the moment
beyond saying this: that I am satisfied that
no Government. irrespective of its political
complexion, would introduce proposals to
increase railway freights without first be-
ing satisfied there was no option.

In this case, I am satisfied that econom-
ies have been effected; that a close look
has been made at the situation; and that
there is no alternative but for this Govern-
ment to increase railway freights. I be-
lieve that the great majority of our people
will accept that decision as something
inevitable.

Mr. Hall. That is not the position
according to the tanners.

Mr. LEWIS: However, I desire to make
one comment apropos of these Increases in
railway freights concerning the cost of the
foodstuffs that have to be carried on our
railways. I refer particularly to wheat.
As we know, in Australia we have a wheat
stabilisation scheme, and one of the pro-
visions under the scheme is that wheat
used for local consumption is sold at a
guaranteed price, and that price is the
calculated cost of production. Today, we
find that the cost of production in Austra-
lia on the index from which the calculation
is made, is higher than the overseas market
price; and it follows that under the
stabilisation scheme the Commonwealth
Government--which in effect is the people
of Australia--is subsidising the wheat-
rower for that amount of wheat which is
consumed locally.

I might add, in fairness to the wheat-
grower, that there Is no provision under
the stabilisation scheme for the grower to
share in any profit from the production of
that wheat. Since, for the first time, the

Commonwealth Government will be called
upon this year to make quite a contribu-
tion to the stabilisation scheme, that same
Government will have to have a close look
at the cost of production. I might say here
that I had a look at what it is going to cost
me in regard to the extra railway freights.
I am a farmer in a small way; yet I find
that on wheat and superphosphate I Will
be called upon to pay almost another
couple of hundreds of pounds per year. I
had a look at my wheat certificates over
the weekend, and I found that my freight
from the town of Miling to the nearest
port, Fremantle-& distance of 160 miles--
works out at 13.438d. per bushel. If we
add the 20 per cent. proposed increase to
that figure, it brings the freight up to
16.125d. per bushel; or, calculated on a
ton-mile basis, 3.739d. If that wheat were
hauled by road from Miling to North Fre-
mantle-a distance of 136 miles, because
the route is more direct-and if the road
hauliers had to haul it for the same freight
per bushel, they would be able to charge
4.426d. per ton-mile.

I do not think wheat has been hauled
anywhere by road hauliers at the rate of
4.426d. per ton mile, but I do understand
that in some parts of the State road haul-
iers are hauling wheat up to 80 miles at
rates which are down to as low as 5d. per
ton mile. So, despite the fact it is widely
said that wheat is a non-payable freight,
we are fast approaching the time when
even that so-called non-payable freight is
much on a par with road transport; and
with the continued improvement of our
main roads and the continued improve-
ment of road transport vehicles, I can see
the day is fast approaching when it will be
much cheaper to transport basic commnod-
ities, such as wheat, by road instead of by
rail.

There is no doubt at all we will have to
watch the cost of production even more
carefully in future for the reason that
people are entitled to obtain their food-
stuffs at the cheapest rate possible. I can
see there is not very much room for
further increases In rail freights; other-
wise there will be an increased demand to
have these goods carted by road- I am
satisfied that many economies have been
effected, and I hope that research Into
further economies will continue.

One of the big items of expenditure on
our railways Is the maintenance of the
railway track itself. In this regard, I
would offer to the Minister for Railways
aL suggestion at which he should have a
close look. Many of our railways, particu-
larly the spur lines, are built on what is
known as a 15-chain curve radius. Some,
I believe, are even on a smaller curve than
that. I understand that, in the past, when
'we ran steam locomotives over these lines,
we did not have any trouble. The curves
were miade to suit the locomotives. But
since the advent of diesel locomotives, with
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the bogie In front and four driving wheels
behind, I understand the leading bogle
wheels do not do the turning of the loco-
motives, and the turn has to be done by
the leading driving wheel.

The distance from the front axle to the
rear axle of these driving wheels-I am
not a rajilwayman, but it is what I might
call the wheel base--is about 12 ft. There-
fore, since the front driving wheels have
to do the turning with their flanges against
the rail, with the 12 ft. wheel base we find
that the centre two wheels bear away from
the lower rail-that is, the one on the
inside of the curve. I am told they do
this to the extent of about 3/16th of an
inch. Consequently, they bear harder
against the outside or upper rail to the
same extent. There is a tendency to keep
shifting the outer rail outwards, and this
is the cause of frequent and costly main-
tenance on our railways.

I am told the rail has to be continually
replaced; and that the strain on the dog
spikes, and so on, is such that it not only
wears the rail with the extra pressure,
but that it also very considerably shortens
the life of the sleepers. This is in refer-
ence not only to the 15-chain radius curves,
but also to the points and crossings-
everywhere the locomotive has to be turned.
This suggestion is made so that it may
be looked into very closely with a view
to redesigning the front leading bogie so
that it may have a share in turning the
locomotive and so take the strain from
the front driving wheels. It is suggested,
if that were done, it would very consider-
ably lessen, if not eliminate, the wear and
tear on the outer rail. If that is done, it
is thought that perhaps the flanges may
have to be taken off the centre two driv-Ing wheels on each side and replaced with
a wider tyre. I understand this matter is
important enough for a close look to be
made into it.

I am told that the Midland Railway Co.
which brought its diesel system into opera-
tion subsequent to the Government Rail-
ways, has had no trouble on its lines.
That company has eliminated this trouble
by using a different design with its diesel
locomotives. I suggest the Minister has
inquiries made into this matter with a
view to reducing the extra cost of main-
tenance which is now necessary.

Of the Minister for Agriculture I would
ask that further attention be given-and
as early as possible-to the storage of
grain at the port of Bunbury. I refer to
this particularly, because there is a good
deal of coarse grain exported from that
port, and the storage silo is owned by the
Government. It has a capacity of round
about 5,500 tons. A full shipload is about
double that quantity. If the grain has to
be fumigated, it takes one day for fumi-
gating and two days for aeration before
it can be loaded into the ship.

If a full shipment is to be loaded, it
means a delay of a further three days
while the second half of the load is fumi-
gated and aerated. That three days wait-
ing around imposes heavy demurrage,
which has to be paid by the grower. The
alternative is to load the grain into the
ship for fumigation overseas. In either
case, it is a charge on the grower. If the
grain is found to be infested with weevils,
that claim is made against the sale price.
I am told that the cost of increasing the
capacity for fumigating grain at Bunbury
would probably be In the vicinity of
£200,000.

This is important, because our coarse
grains up to now have earned a very good
reputation overseas: and it is very neces-
sary, in view of the more difficult markets
ahead, that every care be taken to see that
our standard of export grain is kept up
as high as possible. The fumigation of
grain is a very important part of that
policy.

I would also urge the Minister for
Agriculture to speed up the breeding pro-
gramme of some of our cereal grains. In
Western Australia we enjoy a very good
reputation for the variety known as
Ball 1dm; but in some of our wetter districts,
which include some of our newer areas-
the Esperance district, and the Great
Scuthern-we find that variety is not so
popular, because it does not stand up to
the wetter conditions.

While it is appreciated that the depart-
ment is very busy on the breeding pro-
gramme, I ask that it be speederd up. The
same thing applies to barley. Three or
four years ago, the State embarked on a
programme of encouraging growers to grow
Beecher barley which has been very popu-
lar overseas. This barley has invariably
brought higher prices than Atlas barley,
but it is not frost-resistant and is subject
to stain, both of which detract from its
value. Therefore the growers in Western
Australia are urging a speeding up in the
breeding of new barley strains.

It might be argued: "How can we speed
up the Programme any further?" We do
know that. at the Institute of Agriculture
a machine was established some years ago
which I think is called a phytotron. This
machine creates artificial conditions
and enables varieties of subterranean
clover to mature in a matter of six
or eight weeks. The seed is then
harvested and the same process car-
ried on so that each year there are three
or four generations of subterranean clover
seed. In this way the prospect of a desir-
able variety being Placed on the market is
more rapidly assured. We ask that some
like attention be given to the breeding
programme in regard to our cereal grains.

I commend this Government for the way
it has pressed on with the development of
the research farm at Badgingarra, west of
Myoore. I acknowledge the fact that it was
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the previous Minister for Agriculture, the
member for Merredin-Yllgarn, who did the
groundwork on this project. However, the
present Government has continued the
good work; and it was mast essential that
it did. The information gained from this
research farm has an application to the
war service land settlement project at
Eneabba. It will be a great help to those
settlers because they will be able to watch
the progress of the experiments and so be
saved the necessity of carrying them out
at their own expense.

In my district there are some areas of
forest which have been reserved up to date
In order that timber companies might
obtain their timber; and firms such as
Industrial Extracts Ltd. are able to secure
sufficient quantities of tannin. The method
adopted by the firms is that they cut the
trees they require very close to round
level-a foot or so as a rule. They then
carry out the necessary work in connection
with the trees, after which the Minister
for Lands is good enough to have the land
classified, It is then thrown open for sel-
ection for agricultural purposes. However,
as the stumps are so close to the ground,
they are very difficult to remove. I
appreciate the fact that there are problems
attached to this work, but I have been
asked by various local authorities in my
area to urge that some regulation be made
whereby these stumps are not cut so low
to the ground but left about 2 f t. 6 in . or
3 ft. high.

Mr. Rowberry: What would be the size
of the stumps?

Mr. LEWIS: They would vary in
diameter up to 3 ft. Although there are
not many as large as 3 ft., there are still
a number of substantial stumps. I have
personally had no experience in trying to
remove these stumps; but I am told that If
a regulation were made to ensure that they
had to be 3 ft. high, the settlers acquiring
the land would have a, chance of pushing
them over. I do not know whether that
Is so, but I have raised the matter in order
that the Minister for Lands might make
an investigation.

A few weeks ago I asked the Minister for
Transport a question concerning the rev-
enue derived from cycle licenses, and I was
told that it amounted to about £4,200 in
the metropolitan area. As the plates are
sold at 2s. each, it would appear that there
are about 42,000 issued in and around the
metropolitan area, I do not know whether
much check is made to see that these lic-
enses are renewed, but I can well imagine
that they must be a source of great irrita-
tion to schoolchildren and others wrho use
those bicycles. This is the only State in
Australia where bicycles have to be
licensed, As the income amounts to only
£4,200, portion of which would be absorbed
in purchasing the license plates, very little
must ultimately be gained. Representa-
tives of a couple of country road boards
have stated that a-fter they deducted the

expenses attached to the purchase and
issuance of these licenses, they would not
receive a, £10 note in twelve months. They
only have a nuisance value1 and I suggest
that the Minister should give serious con-
sideration to eliminating the system.

it may be that the licenses are useful as
a means of identification. If that is so,
one license could be issued, on the pur-
chase of a bicyle, which would serve for all
time, thus eliminating the necessity for
renewal but at the same time retaining
identification. Many people would be
grateful if this were arranged; because if
we care to look in the yards of metropoli-
tan schools, we will find that hundreds are
using the Poor man's Motorcar.

Another matter which concerns the Min-
ister for Transport is that of the number-
ing of bus stops. In Melbourne and
Adelaide-and possibly other cities--this
is common practice. In a year or two the
Empire Games are to be held in Perth, and
we expect a large number of visitors in the
city. It is quite possible that many of
these people will be desirous of visiting
friends and relatives in our suburbs. This
is a further reason why our bus stops
should be numbered.

Mr. Graham: What you are suggesting
will be done by the Transport Trust as
soon as it has taken over all the services,
and it is possible for it to put into opera-
tion the improvements which are planned.

Mr. LEWIS: I am not-
Mr. Graham: It is the intention of the

trust to do that.
Mr. LEWIS: The bus stops will be num-

bered?
Mr. Graham:, Yes.
Mr. LEWIS: Well, I was not aware of

that. Provided it is done, I am sure that
many people will find it most helpful to
be able to sit in a bus and know that at
a certain stop-say, No. 15 or No. 20-
they have to alight. In the meantime, they
will be able to enjoy the scenery without
having to wonder where they are, because
a brief glimpse at the bus stops as they
pass will indicate to them how close they
are to their destination.

I desire to express my appreciation of
the great improvement made to our main
roads over the last number of years. The
improvement has been due, of course, to
the efforts of the member for Melville
during his term as Minister for Works.
This good work will be carried on, no
doubt, by the present Minister, as was
done by his predecessors. I have travelled
over roads in the Eastern States and know
that our road system in Western Australia
compares more than favourably with them.
Nevertheless, there is still need for the con-
struction of further developmental roads
in this State, particularly in the new farm-
ing areas. I believe that in those in-
stances roads should be provided before
the areas are thrown open for selection.
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in the area west of the Midland railway
line, towards the coast, I know of three
or four Instances where settlers recently
have had no option but to abandon fur-
ther development and leave their blocks
until such time as roads are provided. In
the main, these roads are at present pro-
vided by local authorities; but the local
authorities have huge areas to cover which
have low rates and are therefore not of
much value financially. It will conse-
quently be some years before some of those
blocks are provided with access. In the
meantime the settlers have given up the
struggle of trying to obtain transport to
and from their properties.

Mr. W. H4egney: Aren't main road funds
used for that purpose?

Mr. LEWIS: Some are: but then again
there is a limit to the funds available. No
doubt the Main Roads Department would
-as did the Government of which the
member for Mt. Hawthorn was a member
-like to have more money than is avail-
able. However, a priority has to be ar-
ranged, and I believe that this should be
given to developmental roads.

Mr. Rowberry: What about the East-
West Road?

Mr. LEWIS: There is one thing I have
noticed about these roads, particularly In
the electorate of the member for Darling
Range. The roads are good; but when
we glance at the country around, we find
that there are unsightly gravel pits. Gravel
has been removed from the sites for use on
the roads, and no attempt has been. made
to fill in the pits later. In many cases, if
the gravel had been taken from aL point
a quarter of a mile or so beyond a hill,
the view from the roads would not have
been spoilt: and it is a great pity our coun-
tryside has been despoiled in that way. I
know there is a big main roads programme
envisaged for the north, and I would urge
that some consideration be given to that
aspect.

Finally, I1 want to refer briefly to our
rock catchments. We know, of course,
that this Government has made repre-
sentations to the Commnonwealth Govern-
ment for assistance to extend the modified
comprehensive water scheme, and we hope
that those representations are going to be
successful. However. I urge that even
greater attention be given to harnessing
some of the many millions of gallons of
water that run away from our natural
rock catchments. I have not many of those
eatchments in my district, but I have one
or two east of Ballldu where millions of
gallons. run away every year. This seems
incredible when only a few miles away the
town of Ballidu is without a water supply,

I believe the time will come when every
drop of water which it is possible to obtain,
will have to be conserved to meet the in-
creasing demand, despite the prospects of
de-salinatlon, and so on. When I inspected

the Snowy mountains project a few months
ago, I could not help but be impressed with
the policy adopted there. Even on the
lower side of the dams, a lot of trouble has
been taken to catch the water running
down from the hillsides. Channels--some-
times miles long-have been constructed
to redirect the water into the dams. As
much water as possible is conserved, de-
spite the large amounts of snow prevalent
on the Great Dividing Range. I believe
that Western Australia cannot afford to
neglect any opportunity to do likewise.

(The Acting Speaker (Mr. Crommelin.)
took the Chair.]

MR. OLDFIELD (Mt. Lawley) [5.29): 1
would like to mention the great drainage
extensions which are proceeding in the
Morley Park and Bedford Park districts.
Some two years ago a large-scale scheme
was undertaken whereby the Brown's Lake
area was drained per medium of a tunnel
some 500 or 600 yards long. This tunnel
was constructed at great cost to the de-
partment concerned. The tunnel has had
the result of lowering the water table in
the Brown's Lake area to such an extent
that it has released for home building and
industrial development large acreages of
land which hitherto were impossible to
develop because of the high water table.
However, I wish to stress upon the Gov-
ernment the importance of proceeding
with the subsidiary scheme to the main
drainage basin itself.

M r. O'Conaur:, That is the section along
Roseberry Street?

Mr. OLDFIELD: No: that is a separate
one. The Brown's Lake scheme re-
quires a certain amount of subsidiary
work to be completed in order that the
local authorities concerned-there are two:
the Bayswater Road Board and the Perth
Road Board-may undertake their own
drainage schemes for removing the storm
water and the surface water into the
drainage system. Both of 'these local
authorities are anxious to proceed with
their part of the scheme, but they are un-
able to do so until the department has
carried out its part. The sooner this is
done the better, because the Morley Park
and Bedford areas are only four or five
miles from the G.P.O., Perth, and are most
suitable for industrial development and
home building.

in regard to education, I am a
little apprehensive that there will not
be Sufficient classroom accommodation at
the Mt. Lawley High School in February
of next year. At the present moment.
several of the first-year classes have been
directed to attend other schools. TWO
of the classes have been sent to the Mt.
Lawley Primary School, and another two
classes have gone to the North Perth
Primary School because of lack of accom-
modation at the high School.
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Last February I raised with the Minister
the question of the classes that had been
directed to other schools; and I took up
the matter of the transport problem. No
special bus was provided for these children,
who were only first-year high school child-
ren. Those attending the North Perth
school had more than one mile to walk
from the nearest transport that was avail-
able to the children who would, because
of where they lived, normally go to the
Mt. Lawley High School, The depart-
mental attitude was that the children did
not have far to walk; and nothing further
was done.

We can agree that for this year there is
insuffcient classroom accommodation at
the Mt. Lawley High School. I gather,
from information given by the Minister in
reply to questions, that it is intended to
build six additional classrooms, to build
a library, and to provide a typing room at
the school; and it is expected that the
additional accommodation will be sufficient
to house the anticipated increase in the
school population at the Mt. Lawley High
.School. I doubt very much whether it will.

First of all, the school was originally
planned to be only a three-year high school
with an anticipated maximum intake of
1,250 pupils. It has now been extended
to a four-year high school, and I under-
stand that next year it will be created a
five-year high school. Because of the ad-
ditional increase of the fourth and fifth-
year pupils, and especially because of the
children coming from the other junior
high schools in the area, the amount
of classroom accommodation that has been
decided upon will fall far short of the
needs of the area. What I have said only
highlights the urgent necessity for further
high school accommodation in the area
concerned.

I now refer to the projected three-year
high school in the Embleton district. The
children at Present attending the Mt.
Lawley High School will be directed to the
Embleton three-year high school when It
is completed. The Mt. Lawley High School
at the moment is serving an area in which,
during the last seven years, five new prim-
ary schools have been opened; and those
schools are sending children on to the
high school.

When we take into consideration the
expansion of the area and the future rapid
expansion that will come about because
of the drainage there, and because of what
is projected, we can see that within the
next two or three years the high school
accommodation in the Mt. Lawley area,
and in the surrounding electorates--such
as Mt. Hawthorn, North Perth, and May-
lands--will be strained to the utmost.

From time to time in the debates in this
House, suggestions have been made as to
what should be done to assist secondary
industry in Western Australia. Also, legis-
lation has been brought before the House.

agreed upon, passed by both Houses of
Parliament, assented to, and placed on the
statute book; and this legislation has been
for the purpose of allowing assistance to
be given to the promotion of secondary
industry. Unfortunately in the past all
the good intentions of Parliament and of
the Government of the day, whichever
Government it might have been, have
fallen down, not through the fault of Par-
liament or of the Government, but pos-
sibly because of the manner of the pre-
sentation of the products to the people
of the State.

We appreciate the difficulties our local
manufacturers face. It is quite obvious that
they are going to be faced with extreme
competition from the large Eastern States
producers who have a surplus to dispose
of and who are able, because of their im-
mense turnover and their methods of pro-
duction, to have what is called a capital
city price throughout Australia for their
consumer-goods. They can dump on the
Western Australian market-in fact they
do it.-goods at the same price as that
at which they sell them in Sydney, Mel-
bourne, or the place of manufacture. That
type of competition is something our local
manufacturers find it difficult to overcome.

Furthermore, those wealthy manuf ac-
turers in the Eastern States, by virtue of
the fact that they have an Australia-wide
marketing organisation, are able to get the
cheapest advertising rates obtainable
within the Commonwealth. For instance,
it costs no more for a manufacturer in
Sydney or Melbourne to include Western
Australia in his radio advertising pro-
gramme than it does to leave Western Aus-
tralia out altogether.

The national advertising agencies which
sell the space and direct the advertising
programhmes of the large concerns book
the network; and if the manufacturer does
not wish to market his goods in any par-
ticular State, that State will be deleted
from the advertising programme, but at
no reduced rate. The time then vacant
on the State station becomes available to
the local station to sell as it wishes.

When our local manufacturers decide to
book time on a radio station, they do so
at an extremely high cost. But their com-
petitors in the Eastern States enjoy vir-
tually an advertising medium free of cost
because they have already had to pay for
the space to advertise their goods in the
place of origin and along the eastern sea-
board.

Likewise with newspaper advertising, the
Commonwealth-wide advertising agencies
book up space at high-discount rates for
national advertisers. Not only that, but
they also get the pick of the space. An-
other thing, too: When we consider that
a manufacturer in the East only wants
to get rid of 10 per cent, of his produc-
tion in this State-a 10 per cent. surplus
of his normal production-and when we
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consider what he would spend in advertis-
ing in this State, compared with total
Australian turnover, we realise it would be
a very small amount and would not reflect
very greatly in his profit and loss account.
But advertising here is a major item in
the expense accounts of our local manu-
facturers.

That is why I feel that rather than the
Government of the day, or the Depart-
ment of Industrial Development, attack-ing the problem from time to time with
"Buy W.A. Goods" advertising campaigns,
and trying to impress upon the minds of
the local consumers the importance of
buying Western Australian made goods,
they should attack the problem from the
point of view that the people of this State
are not interested in Western Australian
made goods, but rather in certain types of
goods: and that they are susceptible to
high-pressure advertising; that they are
susceptible to high-pressure salesman-
ship; that they are prone to purchase
goods that are submitted in an American
type of presentation such as the putting
up of shirts in cellophane-wrapped boxes,
and the marketing of soap in about four
different wrappings.

This all adds to the cost of production,
but it makes the goods far more attractive
to the consumer. Take for instance, shoes.The Eastern States goods are packed in
boxes with wrappers and layers of tissue
paper so that when the salesman removes
the lid of the box the shoes are shown
nestling on tissue paper like a, sapphire nnl
a piece of velvet. When similar items of
local manufacture are opened, the
customer sees just the bare shoes in a plain
cardboard box; there is no sort of presenta-
tion whatsoever. Although the local article
Is, perhaps, 10s., 15s., or 20s. cheaper than
a comparable article from the Eastern
States, the mere fact that the local article
is not presented in the same manner as the
Eastern States article causes it to fall to
be sold.

Also, the local brand name is not known
to the public because the manufacturer
cannot afford large-scale advertising.
Everybody knows the trade names and
brands of Eastern States goods. We hear
the trade names on the radio; we see them
on television; we read them in the daily
Press; and we see them on hoardings
every day of our lives when we walk or
drive around the streets. As a result, these
trade names become impressed upon the
minds of the buying public. it is no use
denying that fact. Industry bases its
success upon large-scale, costly advertising
in order to impress the names of the goods
on the public. Because people have seen
an article advertised day 'after day, when
they go to make a purchase they re-
member the name of the article, and
they think it must be good because
they have read of it somewhere in the
daily Pres, or heard of it over the radio.

So I suggest that the Government
should have another look at the form of
assistance that it is giving to local in-
dustry, with a view to making money
available, through the Department of In-
dustrial Development, to assist local indus-
try to present and market its goods in a
more attractive way. We all know that
many of our Products can be produced
as cheaply as, if not more cheaply, than
similar products manufactured in the East-
ern States: and we also know that the
Standard of our locally-produced article
is just as high as or even higher than,
the article from the Eastern States; and,
further, our retail price for an article of
similar quality compares more than favour-
ably with the prices set in the Eastern
States. There is something definitely lack-
ing in the presentation of the article pro-
duced by local industry: and the depart-
ment should assist by more advertising of
the actual product and not just stressing
the point that the public should buy
locally-made goods. It should impress
upon the public the brand names of our
locally-manufactured goods.

If that were done as an Initial step,
possibly the form of advertising could be
expanded to cover the Eastern States,
which would give our local industries an
opportunity to enlarge or expand their
activities on the eastern seaboard; and
this would, in turn, offset the adverse
trade balance from which this State is
suffering at the moment.

I would like to draw the attention of the
Government, at this stage, to the parlous
state of the taxi industry, For some time
this industry has been suffering as the
result of keen competition and reductions
in fares. We are all aware that with the
introduction of two-way radios, and the
fitting of meters to the taxi-cabs the
people engaged in the taxi business do
not cover the same mileage as they
did previously and are able to operate
more economically. To maintain a cheap
form of transport for the benefit of the
public, those engaged In the industry
voluntarily reduced the mileage rate of the
cab fare.

However, it appears that the time Is
fast approaching when the taxi fares will
have to be increased to enable those en-
gaged in the industry to meet their rising
costs and to give themselves a reasonable
standard of living.

(The Speaker r-esumed the Chair.)

Mr. Perkins: Would you say that there
are too many taxis registered?

Mr. OLDFIELD: No; I would not say
that there are too many taxis registered.
But that could be so. Before anyone could
arrive at the answer to that question, a
thorough Investigation of the industry
would be needed.

635
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Mr. Perkins: You have not been in close have to take into consideration. For in-
touch with the taxi boys if you do not
know that.

Mr. OLDIELD.: I admit that the taxi-
drivers themselves say that there are too
many taxis; but in the same way the
hotelkeepers say there are too many hotels,
and the registered bookmakers on the race-
course say there are too many bookmakers.

Mr. Rowberry: The sawmillers say there
are too many sawmills.

Mr. OLDFIELD: Yes. No matter what
Industry it may be, someone who is en-
gaged in it will say that there are too
many in it. I think the Swan Port-
land Cement Co. would tell the Minister
that there are too many people in the
cement industry.

Mr. Hawke: There are too many coal-
mining companies!

Mr. OLDFIELD: I would not be fool-
hardy enough to express an opinion, one
way or the other, in regard to the number
of taxis in the industry. However, one of
the reasons why those engaged in the in-
dustry are having such a struggle at the
moment could well be that there are too
many taxis on the road.

Mr. Perkins: Have you made any in-
quiry as to how many taxis are registered
in each State in proportion to the popiu-
latlon?

Mr. OLDFIELD: Yes. I understand
that in this State the registrations are
based on one cab to every 500 persons in
the metropolitan area; whereas, in Sydney,
it is about one cab to every 1,000 persons
in the metropolitan area. However, that
does not necessarily prove that we have
too many taxi-cabs registered in Perth. It
could Prove that there are not enough
registered in Sydney. I would like to see
the Minister try to catch a cab in Sydney
or Melbourne during the peak hours. I
can assure him that if he did so try, he
would have to queue up for a taxi.

In Sydney, if a taxi-cab pulls up to the
kerb and one man says, "I want to go to
the eastern suburbs" and, should the Min-
ister be standing alongside him and say,
"I want to go to the North Shore", he
would be left behind and the driver would
take the other man as a fare in preference
to the Minister. Very few taxi-drivers are
prepared to take anybody across the Syd-
ney Harbour Bridge to the North Shore,
because it is very seldom they get a fare
on the return trip. That is another feature
about the taxi-cab industry In Sydney.
Therefore, it could be said that there are
not enough taxi-cabs in the Eastern States.
Probably the true answer would be that
the Proper number of registrations would
be one cab to between 500 and 1,000 of
the metropolitan population.

However, if we are going to adjust the
number of taxi licenses to the population
figures, there are other factors that we

stance, we would have to take into account
the floating population in each city; and,
what is more, the type of floating popula-
tion. Tourists and certain other types of
People use cabs a great deal. Figures and
information on this subject could be
gleaned only by a thorough investigation
of the industry and by taking evidence
from the people engaged in it. Such an
inquiry would give us some indication of
how many people use taxi-cabs and why
certain types of people use them more
than some other sections of the com-
munity; and when, and where.

Mr. Perkins: Are you suggesting that
taxi fares ought to be increased?

Mr. OLDFIELD: I am not suggesting
anything of the sort at this stage.

Mr. Perkins: Well, what are you talking
about?

Mr. OLDE'IELD: I am merely about tc
make a suggestion.

Mr. Perkins: I was hoping that you
might be able to give me some worth-while
advice.

Mr. OLDRLD: I intend to try. I be-
lieve that we have to accept taxis as being
part and parcel of our transport industry
They have a very real part to play in the
community. On previous occasions I have
suggested the multiple hiring of taxis dur-
ing peak hours. I cannot see any reasor
why we cannot use our taxi fleet to shif I
people to and from the city during the
morning and evening peak Periods. Mul-
tiple hiring of taxis is permitted in othei
States.

Mr. Perkins: It is not considered to b(
very desirable.

Mr. OLDFIELD: Although it is a breadk
of the regulations, it is permitted in thii
State; or, alternatively, the police authori-
ties close their eyes to it. The multiple
hiring of taxis is permitted every Saturda3
when they are plying to and from the race-
course. The people know that this prac-
tice exists, and they take advantage of it
Racegoers find it is the most desirable way
and one of the cheapest ways, to travel t(
and from the racecourse.

For many years the accepted conditior
has been that a taxi can carry to or Ironr
the racecourse five passengers at 2s.E
head. The aggregate fare received by the
driver works out to be the same as thf
normal taxi fare for a single Person travel.
ling the same distance.

Mr. Perkins: That does not apply any.
where else, except to the racecourse.

Mr. OLDFIELD: I agree. It Is a breack
of the regulations, but apparently the
taxis are permitted to carry more thar
one passenger at a time to the racecourse
on a multiple hiring basis. In my opinior
the regulations should be amended to per.
mit this multiple hiring of taxis during
certain periods of the day.
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Mr. Perkins: You are on dangerous
ground, there! You will ruin the rest of
the transport system it you try to put
that into effect. The rest of the transport
system would not be able to pay for its
axle grease if that were done.

Mr. OLDPIELD: The Minister for Train-
port knows so much about the transport
industry that he makes an utterance such
as that! The transport industry is losing
money because of the number of idle buses
during the off-peak period. Such a large
number of buses are required during the
peak period that a great many remain
idle as soon as these periods pass. If the
passengers were shifted by taxis on a mul-
tiple hiring basis, far fewer large buses
would be required during peak hours, and
that would mean there would be fewer
buses lying idle during the off -peak periods
of the day.

If that were done, it would reduce capital
cost and loss of income as a result of
passenger vehicles not turning a wheel.
The basic principle of the transport indus-
try is that whilst a vehicle is stationary
it is not earning any money. The object
is to keep its wheels turning so that profit-
able payloads can be obtained. Therefore,
I suggest that the minister should give
some thought to the hiring of taxis on a
multiple basis, at least during the peak
periods.

I alJso want to refer to the iniquitous
Practice in the taxi industry of leasing
cabs. Most of the taxi-cab lessees are pay-
ing about £25 per week rental, which must
be met from their takings before they are
able to pay for the petrol they use, or any
other running costs. I understand that
the lessor pays for the lubricating ex-
penses, repairs, replacements, and general
maintenance. The lessee pays £25 per week
renta], plus petrol expenses. The average
cab travels about 1,200 miles per week; so
one can realise the expenses the lessee of
a taxi-cab has to meet. It costs him some-
thing like £5 or £6 per week for petrol; and,
therefore, to earn a decent living wage he
has to take about £50 per week in fares in
order to get about £20 gross per week for
himself. Prom this he has to pay for his
lunches and suppers as a result of his hav-
ing to work long and unusual hours.

An owner-driver can earn a fairly decent
living by working 40 hours per week during
what are regarded by taxi-operators as the
lucrative times of the day. However, to
take the extra £10 per week to gross a wage
of £20 per week, a lessee-driver needs to
work at least 80 or 90 hours per week. I
consider, therefore, that we should assist
that type of cab-driver in particular, and
owner-drivers by allowing them a greater
passenger loading for multiple hiring dur-
ing peak hours.

Despite what the Minister has said, this
system does operate with a- certain degree
of success in Sydney; and, in my opinion,

that is the only way to shift a large num-
ber of people to and from the city at Peak
hours. If multiple hiring of taxis were
not permitted in Sydney, a far greater
number of taxi-cabs would be required
during the peak periods.

I now wish to say something about the
increase in water rates. The public is well
aware of what has happened recently, be-
cause they are starting to receive their
rate notices. What is more, they are be-
ginning to complain about what appears on
those notices.

[The Acting Speaker (Mr. Crommnefln)
took the Chair.]

Mr. Roberts: Is this the basis for the
next amendment?

Mr. OLDFIELD: The Prince! No doubt,
Mr. Acting Speaker, if we did move another
amendment the member for Bunbury
would move the gag.

Mr. Roberts: I could do that, too!
Mr. Hawke: The Prince of Prawns!
Mr. OLDFIELD: The amazing feature

about this recent increase is that when one
seeks the reason for it, one finds that the
increase is completely unnecessary and un-
warranted. It is purely a panic move on
the part of the Water Supply Department.
The previous Government reduced the
water rate from Is. 9d. in the pound per
1,000 gallons to Is. 6d. in the pound. That
was done on a conservative basis in
accordance with the ordinary progressive
valuations.

Every member is aware thaL Liie t-
partment adopted a policy of revaluing,
every three years, each district -in its turn;
and the progressive increase in valuations
resulting from that meant that there was
more mioney available for the department.
It meant, too, that the previous Govern-
ment was able to reduce the water rate by
3d. in the pound and revenue still kept
pace with the departmental expenditure.
Despite that reduction, the ordinary pro-
gressive increase in net annual values pro-
duced enough to meet all commitments as
well as to accumulate a surplus of £263,000.
Of that amount, a sum of £45,000 repre-
sented the surplus from the operations of
the department for the financial year
ended the 30th June, 1958.

For the 1959-60 financial year the
present Government budgeted for an in-
creased return of £127,000, on the then
existing valuations, without this arbitrary
increase which has been imposed en the
people today. We are all aware the Gov-
ernment did not obtain the surplus for
which it had budgeted, but we are also
aware of the reason. The Government
sustained a loss in revenue of £250,000
because it was not able to supply the excess
water to the people, for which the people
would have been charged at the rate of
Is. 9d. per 1,000 gallons. Normally, there
would have been additional revenue of
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£250,000; but that amount was lost as a
result of the water restrictions which were
imposed last summer.

I do not blame the Government for im-
posing those water restrictions. We know
the winter of 1959 was dry, and there was
insufficient wvater in the reservoirs, but
that was an extraordinary state of affairs,
and is not likely to occur again. With the
increased quantity of water available this
summer, as a result of the greater intake
into the reservoirs in the last few months,
we can reasonably assume the department
will be able to supply excess water to rate-
payers. It is reasonable to assume that
water restrictions will be imposed only at
certain times of the day to enable the
service reservoirs to catch up with the
consumption of water. The service reser-
voirs cannot hold enough water to supply
the needs of the metropolitan area for a
four or five-day stretch during a. hot spell.
Apart from the ban on the use of sprinklers
for a few hours during the day, the service
reservoirs will be able to supply the needs
of the metropolitan area, and there will be
excess water available.

On the new scale of rates struck for
excess water, there should be an increase
in the revenue of the department not of
£250,000-as was the case in recent years
-but somewhere in the vicinity of £300,000,
in view of the greater quantity required by
homes which have been built since two
summers ago. It is extremely unlikely
that there will be any loss in revenue in
the present year, brought about by severe
water restrictions.

On existing valuations, last year the
department had a surplus of £31,804 In the
sewerage section; that was after meeting
all commitments. We know that rates will
be struck as In previous years on the basis
of is. 6d. in the pound for water; is. 9d.
in the pound for sewerage; and 4d. in the
pound for drainage; or a total of 3s. 7d.
in the pound. It may be argued that this
increase in the water rate by 25 per cent.
is not an increase, but a reduction in the
rebate allowed. In the past we enjoyed
a 40 per cent. rebate to allow for mainten-
ance, etc. The rebate now allowed is 25
per cent.; so instead of paying 60 per cent.
on the net annual value, we have to pay
75 per cent.

This 25 per Cent. increase applies not
only to the water rate, but also to the
sewerage rate and the drainage rate. Last
Year, the householder was rated on the net
annual value of £100, less a discount of 40
per cent. He paid on a valuation of 60
per cent., and the total rate struck was
£10 15s., of which £4 10s. applied to the
water rate. He was then allowed water at
the rate of Is. 9d. per 1,000 gallons, which
entitled him to 52,000 gallons before being
charged for excess water.

Under the present rating, the total of
3s. 7d. in the pound remains; but this
figure is Multiplied by 75, and not by 60

as in the previous year. On a net annual
value of £100 the rating for the property
is £13 8s. 9d., of which £5 12s. 6d. is in
respect of water-giving an allowable con-
sumption of 56,000 gallons before excess
charges are made. In other words, there
is to be an increase in allowable consump-
tion. of 4,000. To find the allowable Con-
sumption we divide not by Is. 9d. into the
rate struck for water, but by 2s. The cost
is assessed at 2s. per 1,000 gallons now
instead of Is. 9d.

[The Speaker resumed the ChairT.]

Mr. J, Hegney: What is the total cost?
Mr. OLDFIELD: The amount on £100

annual value will be in the vicinity of
£13 8s. 9d.

Mr. J. Hegney: For how many gallons?
Mr. OLDFIELD: Where the householder

was allowed 52,000 gallons previously, he
is now allowed 56,000 gallons. As the
sewerage rate is Is. 9d. in the £1, any net
increase in valuation will result in higher
rates being assessed in respect of sewer-
age than in respect of water. We know
it is not necessary to increase the sewer-
age rate, because there was a surplus of
£31,804 last year; but that rate has been
increased to a greater extent than the
wvater rate. The same remarks can be
applied to the drainage rate.

Section 93 of the Metropolitan Water
Supply, Sewerage and Drainage Act. deals
with the power of the Minister to rate
separate districts. He has power to rate
to provide funds to defray the expenses
of the general administration of the Act
apportioned to the district; to provide
funds for paying the prescribed interest
and sinking fund on the capital cost of
such works allocated to each district; and
to provide funds for the construction, ex-
tension, and improvement of such works.
Basically that is what that section provides.

Here we have an example of an increase
in the sewerage rate--such increase being
greater than the increase in the water
rate-being imposed to obtain more reve-
nue for a section of the department which
does not require the increase. I therefore
doubt the legality of the increase, as
applied to the rate of Is. 9d. in the pound
to the sewerage rate. That section of the
department cannot substantiate any ciaim
for additional revenue, because last year
it had a surplus. It does not require extra
funds this year, but it is rating for money
which It does not require. Probably legal
opinion will give a well-qualified view that
this increase in the sewerage rate is
illegal.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has five minutes.

Mr. OLDFIELD: The Government Is
using the Metropolitan Water Supply,
Sewerage and Drainage Act as a taxing
measure, and not as a means to provide a
service to the public. in considering the
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effect of the increase on the householder,
in some instances the householder will
have imposed upon him not only the arbi-
trary increase of 25 per cent. in the valua-
tion, resulting in a 25 per cent. increase
in the rate payable, but also an increase
in the net annual value based not on the
normal progressive system but on the
municipal system.

Subiaco is a case In point. The house-
holder in that municipality will pay more
than twice the amount he paid last year
in rates. In some areas of the Mt. Lawley
electorate, householders are paying an
extra l0s. per week in rates and taxes,
as a result of the increased water rates
and the metropolitan region improvement
tax. An amount of £26 a year may not
sound very much to some people, but it
represents 10s, a week out of the pocket
of the worker who has to reduce the stan-
dard of living of his household by that
amount.

One can possibly agree that the ex-
pected increases are necessary to cover
the increase in the cost of supplying the
services, especially when no increase has
been imposed for the last seven years; but
we have to remember that this rating was
reduced during the term of the previous
Government because there were sufficient.
funds accruing from revaluations, as pro-
perties were progressively revalued. I con-
sider there is no excuse for the Govern-
ment to impose any increase in rates,
when the progressive three-yearly revalu-
ation scheme is in force. That should
allow departmental revenue to keep pace
with the expenditure, more than it was
able to In the past.

We cannot allow this opportunity to go
by without voicing some protest against
this increased tax which has been imposed
upon the people. I therefore move an
amendment-

That the following words be added
to the Address-in-Reply:-

We wish also to advise Your Excel-
lency that there is widespread and
strong dissatisfaction in the metro-
politan area against the severe in-
creases recently made in water rates
by the Government.

Point of Order

Mr. BRAND: Mr. Speaker, has not this
matter been dealt with previously in the
amendment moved by the Leadeb. of the
Opposition, the latter part of which
stated-

"Furthermore, we would protest
strongly against the mishandling by
the Government of the Water Supply
Department's finances and the recent
severe increases in the department' s
rates"?

I consider that under Standing Order No.
181 this amendment should be ruled out
of order.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The SPEAKER: The Premier has raised
a point of order under Standing Order No.
181 as to whether or not the amendment
moved by the member for Mt. Lawley to
the Address-in-Reply is in order, contend-
ing that the subject matter of this amend-
ment is substantially the same as the sub-
ject matter of part of an amendment
moved by the Leader of the Opposition on
the 3rd August last and defeated on the
9th August last.

It is true that both amendments deal
with the subject of increases of water rates
in the metropolitan area. The amend-
ment moved by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion endeavoured to incorporate in the
Address-in-Reply an additional paragraph
to convey a strong protest to His Excel-
lency from the Legislative Assembly about
the Government's handling of finances of
the Water Supply Department and the re-
cent increases in water rates.

The current amendment moved by the
member for Mt. Lawley seeks to advise His
Excellency of the widespread and strong
dissatisfaction in the metropolitan area
caused by the recent increases in water
rates.

I feel that a protest on the part of the
Legislative Assembly is something quite
different from advice to the effect that
there is widespread and strong dissatis-
faction amongst residents in the metropoli-
tan area. Consequently, I rule that the
amendment is in order.

Debate Resumed

MR. TONKIN (Melville-on amend-
ment) [7.321: Quite early this year.
before the House was in session, there
was some intimation that the Govern-
ment Proposed to bring about increased
charges with regard to water rating and
sewerage rating; but the Government
was very hazy about the matter, and
very little information was given. Sub-
sequently, because of statements I made,
the Premier was forced to reply through
the medium of the Press, and he gave some
indication that it was proposed to increase
water rates.

Mr. Brand: Some.

Mr. TONKIN: But the wording was such
as to create the impression that the in-
creases would be minor ones. Eventually,
when the Minister for Works returned to
the city, the Press went to him for a state-
ment, which appeared in The West Ausr-
tralian on the 10th June. The Minister
then endeavoured to justify what he pro-
posed to, do, and the heading is--

"Water Rise, the first for seven
years, says Wild."

The implication there is that because there
had not been an increase in water charges
during seven years-which covered the
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whole of the period of the Hawke Govern-
ment-an increase was long overdue be-
cause during that time charges for operat-
Ing the department had undoubtedly in-
creased. That is very true. But it must
be kept in mind that the progressive valua-
tions took charge of that situation, because
whilst Western Australia has been develop-
inrg, property values have been increasing
and, with the common practice of revalu-
ing properties over a period of years. values
were kept up to date; and that progressive
rise in valuations was more than sufficient
on existing rating to give the department
all the money it required under the four
headings mentioned in the Act. Section
93 of the Act sets out the charges which
have to be covered by the rates which are
levied by the department.

The SPEAKER: Order! I would like to
draw the attention of the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition to the fact that the
amendment concerning widespread and
strong dissatisfaction has no bearing on
whether the charges are being covered by
the rates.

Mr. TONKIN: It will be impossible for
me to show why the dissatisfaction had
arisen if I am unable to indicate that the
dissatisfaction is the result of what the
People regard as an unfair imposition. No-
one would ordinarily object to an increase
in rates after seven years, because practic-
ally everything else has gone up in cost.
If I am to make a case-as I am confident
I can-that this increase is not justified,
and that is the reason for the dissatisfac-
tion, then I have to have regard to the
rates which were previously charged and
the practice in connection with those rates,
and the reasons why rates are levied.

Rates cannot be levied in order to raise
revenue for the general revenue position,
and I should think that the Government
is utilising the Water Supply Department
for that very purpose; because members
must keep in mind that last year-despite
what the Minister for Works said about
there being no increase in seven years.
which is perfectly true-in 1959-60, in the
sewerage department of the Metropolitan
Water Supply Department there was a
surplus of over £30,000; and yet sewerage
rates have been put up more than 25
per cent.

That is the point; and that is why the
dissatisfaction exists-because there is no
justification whatever for a penny rise
in the sewerage charges. The surplus
which was obtained in the department
last year is more than sufficient to meet
interest and sinking fund on the sewerage
amplification works which have been com-
pleted in the meantime-more than suf-
ficient, without any increase in rating at
all. The Minister, in making this state-
ment about the rates and the charges,
which he regretted, said-

For several years some additional
revenue had been gained by progres-
sive and conservative reviews of pro-
perty valuations.

Those are his words, not mine: "By Pro-
gressive and conservative reviews."

I state most emphatically that those
"progressive and conservative reviews" -
deliberately conservative-were more than
sufficient to meet all the requirements of
the department; so much so that, when we
left office, there was an accumulated sur-
plus of £260,000, of which £45,000 had been
obtained in the last complete financial
year of the Hawke Government. This
figure was for all operations--sewerage,
drainage and water supply-on the existing
rates, without the imposition of this arbi-
trary 25 per cent. increase in valuations.
Without that, the department was getting
sufficient money to enable it to meet all
costs and have a surplus of £45,000, which
was included in the total surplus of
£260,000. The Minister complained that
the valuations under our Government
were conservative.

The SPEAKER: Order! I do not think I
can allow the honourable member to con-
tinue along this line. He has not men-
tioned a word about whether or not there
is widespread dissatisfaction in the metro-
politan area. That cannot have any rela-
tion to when the Hawke Government was
in office.

Mr. TONKIN: I can set your mind at
rest, Mr. Speaker, on that score. I will
ask the Minister for Water Supplies
whether his department has received more
than a hundred letters from persons who
are dissatisfied. I say more than a hun-
dred letters-I know it is considerably
more than that-since these rates were
increased. As a matter of fact, from your
experience, Mr. Speaker-and I know from
mine-The West Australian does not pub-
lish every letter it receives;, and I have seen
at least six letters in The West Australian
from correspondents complaining about
the water rates. Now, Mr. Speaker, I ask
you to calculate the number of letters
which The West Australian has actually
received from People complaining about
their water rates, if the newspaper pub-
lishes six letters on that subject in 'the
period.

I noticed one letter the day before
yesterday, in which a ratepayer complained
that the increase was over 80 Per cent. In
my own district of Melville, which is one
of the hardest hit, where the public has
been subjected to an arbitrary increase
of 25 per cent, on top of the ordinary
increase, I have received dozens of com-
plaints. I have been requested to discuss
the matter with the ratepayers. The most
recent incident was on Friday of last week
when an old-age pensioner and his wife,
also a pensioner, told me their rates had
increased from £9 3s. to £16 17s. this year.
This pensioner is not exactly throwing his
hat in the air. He is complaining, and he
asked me what he could do. I said, "Un-
fortunately, nothing." I said, "You might
write a letter to the paper and perhaps
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get it published; but more likely than not
it will not be published. But that is all
you can do." Do you think, Mr. Speaker,
that is a fair and reasonable rise to impose
in one year; to increase the valuation of a
man's property-a very simple, unpreten-
tious building-by £43, and rate him
accordingly?

I would also point this out; that
the sewerage rate is more than the water
rate, because sewerage rates are levied at
is. 9d. in the pound and water rates at
is. 6d.; and, therefore, if that valuation
is put up, it costs a person more for
sewerage than it does for water; and not
everybody getting a water supply is con-
nected to the sewerage. Therefore,
if the sewerage branch of the depart-
ment is showing a surplus, what justi-
fication is there for levying those
persons connected to the sewerage in
order to assist the general revenue?
That is what the Government is doing. So,
Mr. Speaker, do you doubt that there is
widespread dissatisfaction? If you do, I
suggest that tomorrow morning you travel
around the suburbs--I will tell you where
to go-and you will see whether there is
widespread dissatisfaction. If you go to
Subiaco-a very close and handy suburb
to here-you will find increases of more
then 90 per cent. in the water rates; if you
go to the Bicton or Palmyra wards in Mel-
ville, you will find the same sort of thing.
I could give youi the. nmes of 20 districts
where You would find the residents have
been subjected to a double increase this
year-the ordinary progressive increase
and the arbitrary 25 per cent. increase.
Why? Because the Minister considered the
valuations under the Previous Government
were on too conservative a. basis.

He does not like the valuations being on
a too conservative basis. Yet, when the
Hawke Government announced a reduc-
tion of the rate in the pound and relied
only on the ordinary progressive revalua-
tions, the member for Nedlands-now the
Minister for Railways-said the Govern-
ment should have called a halt.

Mr. J. Hegney:, He was very perturbed
about it.

Mr. TONKIN: He said the Government
should have called a halt on the ordinary
progressive conservative revaluations in
1958. Even though we had brought the
rate in the pound back from Is. 9d. to
is. 6d., and relied solely on the progressive
revaluations-which this Minister says
were too conservative-the member for
Nedlands said we should have called a halt
and not carried on with the progressive
revaluations at all. The question he put
to me was-

Does the Minister realise how much
rates have increased?

Nothing like what has happened under this
Proposition with 80 per cent. increases;
90 per cent. increases; and doubt-
less some of more than 100 Per cent.-al-
though, to be perfectly frank, I have not

Yet struck one. However, I would not be
surprised to find there are such cases, be-
cause I was informed of one where the in-
crease in the 12 months was 97 per cent.

One would have thought that the Min-
ister in charge of the department would
take an opportunity to try to ex-
plain the situation. But when he had his
chance, what did he do? He accused me
of having started this, and said that he
was only completing what I had started
and had not finished. Then when I asked
him whether all the districts had not been
revalued at least once while we were in
office, he had to admit they had. Realis-
ing he was caught in the statement he
made, instead of continuing on the line
that he was only doing what I started,
his reply was that he had done what I
could have done but did not do.

Mr. Hawke: No wonder there is strong
dissatisfaction!

Mr. TONKIN: The impositions being
levied at present are cruel, unconscionable,
and completely unjustified. It will take
less than £80,000 to meet the interest and
sinking fund charges which have to be
met this financial year from the progres-
sive improvement of the Serpentine Dam
and the Subiaco treatment works ampli-
fication. The Premier budgeted for a
£127,000 increase in revenue this year on
the ordinary progressive revaluations,
without the 25 per cent. arbitrary in-
crease; and I have little doubt he would
have achieved that result had it not been
for the fact that Lhe department was not
able to sell any excess water last year.

In answers to questions I asked the Min-
ister, he gave the information that the de-
partmnent lost £250,000 from that alone. if
it lost £250,000 because it could not sell
excess water, it cannot anticipate that that
will be a recurring loss; because we have
had partial restrictions in previous years,
and were still able, on the existing rating.
to show a Profit on the department's
operations.

The SPEAKER: Order! I think the
honourable member must confine himself
to the amendment.

Mr. TONKIN: I am doing my best, Mr.
Speaker, although you are trying to make
it a bit difficult for me.

Mr. Hawke: There is no doubt that there
is widespread dissatisfaction.

Mr. TONKIN: I think I am showing why
the dissatisfaction exists; and it is because
this rating is unfair and unreasonable in
the circumstances. That is why it exists;
and I think the responsibility is upon me
to show, firstly, that there is widespread
dissatisfaction; and I think I have given
you sufficient information to show that
there is, and have made sufficient sug-
gestions to you as to where you can obtain
verification. I am giving you the reasons
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why it exists; and I wish to emphasise
that Western Australian people are rea-
sonable. They do not complain at increased
charges if they feel they are reasonable
and justified; but they know it would be
extremely difficult to find a proper reason
to justify a 90 per cent. increase in water
rates in one year, when there has not been
a single increase in the previous seven
years.

That is the point. There was no need
before to depart from this conservative
method of revaluation and impose this
arbitrary increase of 25 per cent. on top
of the ordinary Progressive revaluations;
and I say there is no need now, because
the sewerage branch of the department
was in credit on existing valuations. The
loss through lack of sales of excess water
will not recur, so that the department will
not have to meet that loss; all it will
have to do will be to meet normal operat-
ing charges plus interest and sinking fund
on the Serpentine Dam and the Subiaco
treatment works. I say here, without the
slightest thought that there can be sucess-
ful contradiction, that on the ordinary
progressive revaluations, without any in-
crease in the water or sewerage rates, the
department would have ample money to
meet all those charges.

Knowing that, Mr. Speaker, are you not
dissatisfied with what is happening with
regard to water rating? It is only to give
the department more money than is neces-
sary. I am dissatisfied; the member for
Mt. Hawthorn is dissatisfied.

Mr. W. Hegney: He is!
Mr. J. Hegney: I am dissatisfied.
Mr. TONKIN: If the truth were known,

I would say that all members opposite
are dissatisfied-at least those who live In
the city.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: They are dissatis-
fled with you.

Mr. J. Regney: I bet the member for
Subiaco is dissatisfied.

Mr. Heal: if they would only speak.
Mr. TONKIN: I say that because the

amount that has been imposed cannot be
justified in any shape or form. Nor has
the Minister attempted to give any valid
reasons; the only reason he tried to give
was proved false-and that was to finish
something I started. Then, when he bad
to admit that I did not start it, he said
he had done something I could have done
but did not do. That is the only explana-
tion we have for imposing a 90 per cent.
increase in water rates In some cases.

There has been no attempt on the part
of the Minister to show what increased
demands there will be on the department,
or to give us the anticipated figures with
regard to sewerage, drainage, and water
supply. No explanation! Just an over-all
attempt to hoodwink the people and mis-
represent the position, first of all by blam-
ing me; and then, when he was asked to

produce the minute-and he could not do
that-he had to find some other explana-
tion. The only explanation the Minister
could find was that he bad done something
which I could have done but did not do.

of course I could have done it; but I
would not do it, nor would I do it if I were
in his position today. That is what I am
blaming him for-for putting this 25 per
cent. arbitrary increase on all residential
properties. Why? Because he considered
they were too conservatively valued when
his colleague, two years before, said we
should have called a halt to those conser-
vative valuations. We do not know where
we are with them! When we are the Gov-
ernment the ordinary progressive revalua-
tions should be stopped; when they are
the Government they are too conservative
so they have to be lifted by 25 per cent.
to make them fair and reasonable!I The
position the Government is in over this
is completely untenable,

The Minister owes it to the House, and
to the people who have to pay these in-
creased charges, to attempt to justify
them: but up to date there has not been
a line in that direction. I am waiting for
the Premier to bring the Budget down, and
for the Minister to handle the Estimates
on behalf of his department; then we will
see the figures and see what will happen
to the money he is proposing to raise in
this way.

Just Imagine! The sewerage branch of
the department has shown a surplus for
three successive years on the existing
valuations--the ordinary progressive valua -
tions. Yet the Minister imposes a mini-
mum increase of 25 per cent. on everybody
paying sewerage charges. Not only has the
sewerage branch of the department shown
a surplus for three consecutive years, but
the surplus last year was more than suf-
ficient, on its own, to meet the interest
and sinking fund charges due this year
on the Subiaco sewerage amplification
treatment works.

So the department does not need any
more revenue from that source for this
purpose; but it has increased the rates
by at least 25 per cent., and on some
people 60 per cent., on others 70 per cent..
on others 80 per cent., and on others 90
per cent. Yet you, Mr. Speaker, want to
know whether there is any widespread
dissatisfaction! What about testing it
out? What about suggesting to the Minis-
ter that he call a meeting to see if there
is anybody who wants to protest about it?

Mr. J. Hegney: At Armadale.
Mr. Hawke: The ratepayers will get

Wild!
Mr. TONKIN: It should be called at the

Subiaco Oval to accommodate all the
people who will want to go.

Mr. Norton: The member for Subiaco
would not have any-much!I
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Mr. TONKIN: Anybody who has any
doubts as to whether there is widespread
dissatisfaction should spend the day mov-
ing around the various suburbs; select
them at random; have a talk to the busi-
ness People and the people in their homes,
and form an opinion. You, Mr. Speaker.
would not want to spend the whole day;
half an hour would be plenty, and you
could go where You liked. You could go
to Fremantle. Subiaco, Maylands, Ned-
lands, or any district You cared to men-
tion; and, if you raised this matter with
the people, you would hear what they bad
to say about it. You would soon see
whether there is any dissatisfaction or
not; and I emphasise again the fact that
there have been at least half a dozen let-
ters in as many weeks in The West Aus-
tralian.

That gives some idea of the spate
of letters which must have gone into that
paper on this subject alone. And, of
course, there is good reason for the dis-
satisfaction, as I will endeavour to show:
because it cannot be justified. It is no
good the Minister saying, 'There has not
been a rise for seven years; it is high time
there was one." That does not meet the
situation: because, during that seven years,
we were able to keep the rate down and
rely on the ordinary progressive valua-
tions, as the Minister could have done this
year.

He has denied that he is trying to make
up. in one fell swoop, the £250,000 lost
because of the non-consumption of excess
water. I say, however, that that is what
is at the back of his mind; because that
accumulated surplus is no longer there.
It was wiped out in one year. But there
are some 5,000.000.000 gallons of water in
the Serpentine dam which was not avail-
able last year, and that would constitute
about 50 days' consumption in the metro-
politan area. Accordingly, it is obvious that
if restrictions have to be imposed this sum-
mer, they will be slight indeed. So the
department could have contemplated much
more revenue from this source.

Another reason for the dissatisfaction
over the water rates is that the Premier, in
his policy speech, made it a feature that
his Government would have a look at the
Possibility of the "Pay as you use" Prin-
ciple. I challenge his sincerity on this
matter, because he was once Minister for
Water Supplies himself: and this very
question has been looked at practically
every Year, back over the last 20 or
30 years, to determine whether it is
a feasible proposition; because there
have always been advocates for this.
I would be very surprised indeed if
the matter was never raised during the
Premier's period as Minister for Water
Supplies. It was certainly raised a num-
ber of times when I was Minister, but I

was convinced it could not work. It was
asked why, if it could be done for electri-
city, it could not be done far water.

However, the Premier made that pro-
mise. But what has the Government done?
It has done the very opposite. The corn-
plaint before was that we charged people
rates for water they did not use, when,
if they put a bore down in their own pro-
perty, and so assisted the department, they
ought to get some rebate. What has the
Government done? It has given the people
who were already paying more rates than
they were required to pay for the water
they were using, a greater quantity of
water still for which they have to pay.

I had a case brought to my notice today
of a businessman in Coma who pays a6
substantial amount in rates; and his con-
sumption of water is 4,000 gallons a year.
He is paying rates entitling him to about
100,000 gallons, and he is using 4,000 gal-
lons a year. His rates have gone up '70
per cent. At a rough calculation lhe will
now get about 155,000 gallons of water a
Year. What satisfaction is it to him to tell
him he is getting more water for the rates
he is paying when he already had 96.000
gallons he did not know what to do with?

That is how the Government has made
good its undertaking of the principle of
"Pay as you use". It has put the water
rates up, so that people already paying
far more than they want to pay for the
water they use will have to take still more
water. Of course, they will not use it.

Mr. Hawke: No wonder there is strong
and rowing dissatisfaction!

Mr. TONKIN: I raise the point to show
there is an added reason for the dissatis-
faction which exists.

Mr. Wild: If you keep going you will
believe it yourself.

Mr. TONKIN: Does not the Minister
believe it himself?

Mr. Hawke: He would not know.
Mr. TONKIN: I think it is as well that

it should be perfectly clear that the Min-
ister's opinion is that there is no wide-
spread dissatisfaction over the water rates
position. I think it is as well that that be
Perfectly understood-in Subiaco, for ex-
ample-that the Minister is quite com-
placent about it. He is of the opinion that
the People have accepted this quite readily
and there is no dissatisfaction. If that is
his opinion it is not mine; because from
my own personal experience, from the
complaints which have been made from my
own district, I know it is not the situation.

Here is the peculiar position in which I
find myself. The district of Melville em-
braces the East Fremantle Municipality
and the Melville Road Board. The divid-
ing line is Petra Street between the two
local authorities. One side of Petra Street
is in East Fremantle and the other side-
the eastern side-is in Melville in the
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Palmyra and Bicton area. The East Pre-
mantle Municipality was revalued in 1958
by the ordinary progressive revaluation,
and that valuation was to take effect as
from the 1st July, 1959; which it did.

This year, all that has happened in East
Fremantle is that there has been a further
arbitrary increase of 25 per cent on a valu-
ation that was different last year. MY own
valuation has gone up from £120 to £150,
so that my rates are up 25 per cent. That
is the Position with regard to all of East
Fremnantle on the west side of Petra Street.
Across the road the people cannot under-
stand why their rates have gone up more
than twice as much as those of the people
on the opposite side of the road; because
Palmyra, which is in the Melville Road
Board district, was revalued in 1959, the
new value to take effect from the 1st July,
1960; and on top of that new value this
25 per cent. over-all arbitrary increase
was imposed. So we get the situation
where a man's Property value goes up £43
in one year; £43 on a property previously
valued at about E70.

All the People on the eastern side who
have conferred with the people on the
opposite side cannot understand why there
is such a disparity. Do you think there
would be no dissatisfaction in that street,
Mr. Speaker?

Mr. J. Hegney: wholesale dissatisfac-
tion!

Mr. TONKIN: If you have any doubts,
Mr. Speaker, take a walk down the street.
I have spent a good deal of my time trying
to explain to the people on the eastern side
what has really happened.

Mr. May: Why don't you get the Min-
ister to explain to them?

Mr. TONKINJ: That would be a task
far beyond me.

Mr. Hawke: Do You think you could get
the Minister to go down and talk to them?

M'r. TONKIN: The Minister believes
there is no dissatisfaction.

Mr. Hawke: Prove to him that there is.
Mr. TONKIN: According to the Minis-

ter, everybody is quite happy about it; and
no doubt the members supporting the
Minister are just as happy as he.

Mr. Heal: They don't look it!
Mr. TONKIN: Another reason for the

unhappiness and dissatisfaction is that no
single reason, which has so far been
advanced, is a legitimate reason. The
explanation given in the Minister's state-
ment would not satisfy anybody, because
it is not factual.

I repeat that the average Western Aus-
tralian will accept an increase in charges
if it can be shown to him that costs have
increased commensurately, and it is a
reasonable expectation. The average West-
ern Australian does resent his being called
upon to meet excess charges when no
attempt is made to justify them. So far

the Government has not made any serious
attempt to get down to the facts of this
matter and explain the situation.

For that reason I believe the amendment
now before the Chair is the manner in
which a protest can be registered; so that
the Minister, who believes there is no dis-
satisfaction, will be awakened to the posi-
tion that there undoubtedly is.

MR. W. HEGNEY (Mt. Hawthorn-on
amendment) [8.101: I would like to support
the remarks of the member for Mt. Lawley
and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
with respect to the proposed amendment.
which reads--

We wish also to advise Your Excel-
lency that there is widespread and
strong dissatisfaction in the metro-
politan area against the severe in-
creases recently made in water rates
by the Government.

With your indulgence, Mr. Speaker, I pro-
pose in a very brief speech to show that
the action of the Government with respect
to the increase in water rates is the cul-
mination of a series of impositions to which
the people of Western Australia have been
subjected ever since this Government took
office. I hope the Minister will reply to
at least to some of the statements that
have been made by members who speak
to this amendment.

I asked a series of questions of the
Minister today in regard to water supply
assessments: the method by which the
assessments were calculated; and what per-
centage would be imposed on people in
districts like my own-Mt. Hawthorn.
Before dealing with those questions and
answers, I would like to illustrate to the
House what I believe is the basis of these
assessments. I would ask the Minister to
correct me if I am wrong, or if my figures
are not right. Let us take £100 as the
basis for the annual rental value of a
particular property. As I understand the
position, from the inquiries I have made,
20 per cent. is deducted from that £100, for
rates and taxes; and another 20 per cent. is
deducted for depreciation and mainten-
ance. leaving that £ 100 reduced to £60. It
has been the practice to reduce that £60
by a further 40 per cent.; and this would
give a net figure of £36.

That would be the basis on which water
rates, sewerage rates, and drainage rates
are assessed. I am given to understand
now that, due to the Government's policy-
or due to the action of the Minister on
behalf of his Government-the two 20 Per
cent. deductions would still be effected,
but that only 25 per cent, would be allowed
of this £60, and that would result in an
annual value of £45. There we have the
ratio of 36 to 45-an increase of 25 per
cent. That is the first increase-an arbi-
trary 25 per cent. increase to which the
ratepayers in the metropolitan area would
be subjected as a result of the activities or
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the Government. Applying that 25 per
cent. to a person who would pay £20 would
mean that he would pay at least
another £5.

Those people are incensed, not only
because of the increase of £5-or 25 per
cent.-but because of the progressive in-
crease in the valuation. I wil] not weary
the House by quoting a number of letters
and particulars of telephone calls and
interviews. Suffice it to say that there is
one person who has an unpretentious house
in Egina Street, Mt. Hawthorn, on which
he has paid water rates during the last few
years; and he told me he will pay £19 odd
this year.

I have here a letter from a citizen in Mt.
Hawthorn. and I will carry out his request.
The address of this correspondent is 64
Matlock Street, Mt. Hawthorn, and his
letter reads as follows:-

I have just received my water rate
notice and it has gone up over 50 per
cent. from £11 to £17 odd and the
value from £66 to £97. What an impo-
sition for the Government to put on
the People, the present Government
is more Communist than any other
Government, you talk about living in
Communist Russia, in a democratic
State like W.A. you don't expect the
Government to bring in Communism
by stealth and that is what the
Government is doing, for if the people
can't pay they would take their pro-
perty.

It am not going to read the whole of the
letter, but I will table it for the informa-
tion of members, if they so desire. To
continue--

I am sure I am voicing the objections
of most of your electors to this latest
water rate rise, and as my elected
representative, it is my wish that you
do all that is possible in Parliament
to have this state of affairs remedied,
water should be charged for the same
as electricity and gas, the charge being
for maintenance only as the Govern-
mnent if it uses its power can get all
the money it needs for capital works.
No doubt a lot of your electors must
have complained to you as it is the
talk all over Mt. Hawthorn.

As representative for the Mt. Hawthorn
district, I feel it incumbent on me to raise
a protest in regard to this imposition by
the Government on numerous people in
the metropolis.

Mr. Roberts: Can you-
Mr. W. HEGNEY: The honourable

member cannot apply the gag until I sit
down. At least, that is all his contribution
Is. I would like now to deal with some
questions I asked today of the Minister
for Water Supplies, and the answers which
he gave me. One question was 'as
follows:-

What percentage reductions were
applied to the basic figure for each of
the years 1957, 1958, 1959, 1960?

The answer was as follows:-
Forty per cent. or 25 per cent.

On the illustration I gave earlier this.
evening, there seems to be some discrep-
ancy there; and if the Minister is not too
overworked in regard to this matter, I
would like him to check that answer to-
see whether it is correct. Another question.
which I asked was as follows:-

What will be the minimum per-
centage increase in the amount
charged consumers for 1960-1961 in
comparison with that for 1958-1959?,

The answer was as follows:-
No variation in some instances (or

districts) .
All right, we will take the Minister at his
word, which means there will be upward
variations in all other instances. With-
out quoting numerous eases, we have evi-
denice to show that as a result of the
action of the Government, the ordinary
common people will be subjected to an in-
crease in water rates of around 70 per-
cent., with many of them 60 per cent.

I was speaking to a person who lives.
in the Subiaco electorate, and I advised
him to go to the member for that district.
I do not know whether he did or not.

Mr. Hawke: That was fair.
Mr. W. HEGNEY: I was advised that

this ratepayer was paying £11l and this
amount went up to £19. I do not think
the member for Subiaco will doubt that,
because I understood p, number of people
approached him in this regard. This is one
of the causes of widespread dissatisf action-
of people in the metropolis; and it is the
culmination of a series of impositions
placed on the people by this Government.
Whenever I look at the Minister for Police
I think of the increase in motor-license
fees and the increase in motor-drivers"
license fees. Further, when I look at him,
I am reminded that the people of mt. Haw-
thorn are subjected to the sectional met-
ropolitan region tax.

The SPEAKER: Order! That has no-
thing to do with the amendment.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I say it has a. lot to
do with the amendment. Listen, Sir, while
I read the amendment to you, after which
I suggest you study it more closely, as I
do not think you have had very much
chance to do so up to date. It reads as
follows:-

We wish also to advise your Excel-
lency that there is widespread and
strong dissatisfaction in the metro-
politan area against the severe in-
creases recently made in water rates
by the Government.

Your electors, Mr. Speaker, were not
subjected to this metropolitan region tax.
But people in my electorate were; and it is
one of the causes for this widespread dis-
satisfaction over the rise in water rates.

645g
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Shortly after the Government took office
it made several impositions on a section
4of the people. I could refer to the in-
creased price of essential commodities, but
that would be outside the scope of this
amendment, and I would be out of order.
However, with the other items I have
raised, I suggest that I am not out of order.
As you well know, Mr. Speaker, these
things occur one by one, untfl the climax
is reached. I could mention the increased
railway fares and bus fares to which
people are going to be subjected.

After having read the Metropolitan
Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage Act
it is quite evident to me that the Act does
not envisage that that measure should be
a taxing one. It is only an Act for the
purpose of obtaining sufficient finance to
meet expenses, including depreciation,
interest charges, and so forth. But the
return which this Government expects to
obtain as a result of these increases is such
that the people cannot be anything else
but dissatisfied, because it is proposed to
raise £383,000 during the current financial
year.

As the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
has pointed out, the Government was down
the drain to the extent of £250,000 on
account of the water restrictions-for
which it cannot be blamed-but the in-
creased water rates are not designed to
recover that £250,000. It means that the
Act is being used as a taxing measure to
ensure that the Government will have not
only sufficient for the charges of the
metropolitan water supply but also a con-
siderable surplus.

The people of Mt. Hawthorn have said,
-Is it any wonder we are dissatisfied when
we are being taxed 60 to 70 per cent.
higher than in previous years, while we
read on another page in The West Aus-
tralian that the Government intends to
lend millions of pounds over a period to
Australian Paper Manufacturers Ltd.; and
that it is going to spend £40,000 to reopen
closed railway lines"? That is what the
people of Mt. Hawthorn are saying; and
I have no doubt they are quite Justified in
taking that attitude.

In view of the progressive marginal in-
creases and the additional moneys the
Minister for Works will be collecting year
after year, has he given consideration to
the reduction of the rate in the pound for
water? I think it is Is. 6d. for water,
is. 9d. for sewerage, and 4d. for drainage
-a total of 3s. 7d. in the pound. The
population of the State is Increasing and
the metropolitan area is growing last.
Valuations are increasing. I do not know
whether I am actually correct in saying
this; but I think that If one visited the
various suburbs in the metropolis, one
would realise immediately that the trend is
for upward valuations. X think it is very

unlikely that the Water Supply Depart-
ment will come in contact with any
property in regard to which there will be
a reduction in valuation.

As time goes on, I think there will be
a considerable increase in the revenue re-
ceived as a result of this action of the
Government. I am pleased the member
for Mt. Lawley moved this amendment,
because it is one to which the Government
should give very serious attention. As time
is passing, and the Government has not
seen fit to take any notice of the protesta-
tions which have been made to it, I think it
would be well for His Excellency to be
advised of the dissension and dissatis-
faction that exists in, at least, my elector-
ate of Mt. Hawthorn. Therefore, on be-
half of the people of Mt. Hawthorn, I
am happy to support the amendment to
the Address -in -Reply.

MR. WILD (Dale-Minister for Water
Supplies-oan amendment) [8.26]: We have
heard a repetition this evening of what
took place in the House a couple of weeks
ago; but you, Mr. Speaker, in your wis-
dom have ruled that there is some slight
variation in this amendment as moved by
the member for Mt. Lawley.

Mr. Hawke: I would like to ask you, Sir,
whether you did, in f act, rule there is a
slight variation?

The SPEAKER: I think the words I
used were that there was a difference.

Mr. WILD: The purport of the amend-
ment is that there is widespread dissatis-
faction; and the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition wanted the opportunity to
speak on the particular amendment. I do
not blame him for that. He spoke firstly
of the hundreds of letters that had been
received. That may be so, and it may
not. I am not getting on my feet tonight
in any way to indicate there is no dissatis-
faction. Of course there is! Any time
there is an increase of rates, whether by
the Metropolitan Transport Trust, the
railways, or anything else, there is dissatis-
faction, because none of us likes increased
rates. We do not like having to pay extra
for anything which we purchase.

However, the hard, cold facts are-and
I can only repeat what I said on the
earlier occasion when I replied to this
criticism-that I and my Government had
the courage to stand up to the people of
the metropolitan area because we recog-
nised that the Government departments
would have to endeavour to pay their way.
It is no good going on year after Year
saying that we will have a deficit. What
happens when there Is a deficit? There is
a decrease in the amount of loan funds
available; while, at the same time, the 80
members of the Parliament in this State
are elamnouring for more schools and more
hospitals, and are asking why they cannot
get them. However, I can say this for the
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Government: We are going to do our best
to see that Government departments pay
their way.

Mr. W. Hegney: Including the State
Shipping Service?

Mr. WILD: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition and also the member for Mt.
Hawthorn had a considerable amount to
say about valuation increases, and about
letters they had received in regard to such
increases. Valuations have been going on
over the years and also during the time
when the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
and the present Premier were in the chairs
of the Minister for Works and Water Sup-
plies. A progressive revaluation through-
out the whole of the metropolitan area
has been made every three or four years.
We have heard this evening about a
number of letters which the people have
written expressing their protestations about
water rates being raised, 70, 80, or 90 per
cent. I have here a letter written by an
ex-member of tis House to my predecessor
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.

I think that for the edification of the
House it would be rather fruitful if I
read it because it indicates that he, too
-the ex-member for Leederville-was
very upset about the revaluation that took
place some time prior to the 20th May,
1954. on which date the letter was written.
It is addressed from Parliament House to
the Minister for Water Supply, Water
Supply Department, Perth, and is as fol-
lows:-

Dear Sir,

Re: Valuations for Rating

In regard to valuation for purposes
of water rates, it is the normal prac-
tice of your department to adopt the
valuations used by the City of Perth
for their rating; I wish to request that
on this occasion the valuation used
last year be adopted and not the cur-
rent one. If this cannot be done for
the whole of the Council area, would
you please give special consideration
to applying last year's values to the
area of West Leederville-Wembley?

The reason for this request lies in
the fact that a re-valuation has taken
place in this area which is unequal
to the values used in other areas. To-
day the Appeal Board of the City of
Perth heard appeals from a large
number of residents of this locality
and dismissed them on the ground
that the valuations were not excessive.
However, evidence was submitted to
show that valuations were unequal in
comparison with properties of similar
market value in other Wards of the
Council area and even in other parts
of the same Ward.

And this is the part I want the House
to take notice of. The penultimate Para-
graph states--

Using my own home-
this is S. E. Johnson, the tx-member for
Leederville-

Using my own home at 26 Gregory
Street, Wembley. as an example; the
valuation has been Increased from
£1,450 to £2,750, or from annual value
£58 to £110, increasing the rates pay-
able by over £8. If the same increased.
value is applied to water rates--

and bear in mind that this rating was
done for this revaluation-

-that rate will be increased from £11
16s. 10d. to £22 9s. 2d., a very high
amount for a normal four roomed cot-
tage.

Similar increases have taken place
in other properties in Gregory Street
and in adjoining streets, and my
neighbours and myself appeal to you
to investigate whether these revalu-
ations are just in comparison with the
other portions of the same Council
area, and make the appropriate ad-
justments for valuations for water
rates.

Yours faithfully,
(Sgd.) S. Johnson.

S. E. I. Johnson, M.L.A.

On the 20th May, 1954, we have the
ex-member for Leederville writing in and
saying that on these viiluations his water
rates are going to be raised from £:11 16s.
led, to £22 9s. 2d. Yet we are being chided
now, when all we have done in fact is
to continue the same principle that has
been carried out since the time when the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition was in
office, and even before that.

Mr. Tonkin: Have you the Minister's
reply to that letter?

Mr. WILD: The Minister's reply to that
was that he would take no action at all.

Mr. Tonkin: Read the Minister's reply!

Mr. WILD: There was no alteration
made at all.

Mr. Tonkin: Read the letter!

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. WILD: I know.

Mr. Tonkin: Yes; you know all right.
So do we.

Mr. Graham: What about telling us?

Mr. Hawke: Why keep it to Yourself?

Mr. WILD: I
an extract from
a statement from
September, 1954.

would like to quote, too.
The West Australian of
the Minister on the 15th

This was in reply to
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a correspondent who had apparently writ-
ten to The West Australian about the re-
valuations and anomalies; and this is
what he had to say-

The Minister for Water Supplies
(Mr. Tonkcin) yesterday denied claims
made by a correspondent in Monday's
issue of The- West Australian that the
methods of the valuation for rating
purposes used by his department were
anomalous and expensive and were
creating a top-heavy administration.

Mr. Tonkin said that the whole idea
of the review was to remove anomalies
in valuations as early as practicable.

The Government would not be con-
tent until this was achieved.

Mr. Tonkin, What about reading the
Minister's reply to Johnson's letter?

Mr. WILD: It is all very well to say
that this Government has raised values
by 60 per cent., 70 per cent., and 80 per
cent., when the Government of which the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition was a
Minister did exactly the same thing! This
is only the current valuation going on dis-
trict by district.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: He does not think
that is unconscionable.

Mr. WILD: No.
Mr. Brand: What is the increase men-

tioned in Johnson's letter?
Mr. WILD: It is very nearly 100 per

cent. It was raised from £11 l6s. l0d. to
£22 9s. 2d.; or, if it is put the other way,
the annual rating was increased from £58
to £110. However, there is nothing on the
file to indicate that the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition, when Minister, said. "No;
we will override those values because they
are much too high."

Mr. Tonkin: But you have put them up
another 25 per cent, on top of that.

Mr. WILD: Now we come to the ques-
tion as to why there is a variation in the
rate year by year. It is interesting to
note that in the net revenue account on
the 30th June, 1956-whlch was during the
period of office of the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition-the Water Supply Depart-
ment showed a surplus of £370,714;, but
the sewerage branch showed a deficit of
£291,597; while the drainage branch show-
ed a surplus of £94,897, giving a net
surplus of £174,016.

The following year-1956-57-the water
supply branch showed a deficit of £17,700;
the sewerage, a surplus of £21,600; and
the drainage, a surplus of £1,200; giving
a total surplus of £5,100. In 1957-58, the
water branch showed a deficit of £36,700;
sewerage, a surplus of £23,450; and drain-
age, a deficit of £2,050.

Mr. Graham: So what?

Mr. WILD: It is obvious, looking back
on the figures, that though In 1956 there
was in sewerage a, deficit of £291,000, no
increase was made in the sewerage rate.
Alternatively, in regard to water, there
was a surplus of £370,714; and yet it has
been stated here that there is widespread
dissatisfaction, and statements have been
made to the effect that because one shows
a surplus or a deficiency, there should be
an alteration made in the rate. Since
time immemorial the three have been
looked at together, and then a rate has
been struck.

Coming to this final point concerning
the previous year and the deficiency on
water, it is interesting to note that last
year It was estimated that there would be
a deficiency on water of £19,000; and the
actual deficiency, as will be shown in
the Budget when it is presented, will be
£258,346. There was a total deficiency
last year of £252,217 on the three services.
The effect of this loss, which is due, of
course, to revenue lost consequent upon the
need for water restrictions, will be to con-
vert the accrued surplus of £240,281 as at
the 30th June, 1959, to a net deficit of
£11,946 as at the 30th June, 1960.

What should one do if one is endeav-
ouring to maintain a department that is
trying to pay its way without having to
call upon loan funds to make up any
deficiency? The Deputy Leader of the
opposition says he has received hundreds
of letters, or he thinks hundreds of letters
have come into the department, and there
probably have been quite a number. I
think five or six have come to the Minis-
ter, but I have no doubt that a number
will be received by the Under-Secretary.
However, I would also remind members
that I received from them lots of letters
requesting water and sewerage extensions.
Where do they think the money comes
from for such extensions?

Mr. Graham: Loan moneys.
Mr. WILD: This is a vital question,

particularly when we consider the expan-
sion which is occurring in the metropolitan
area. There was a very worthy interjec-
tion a Moment ago, and I thank the hon-
ourable member for it. He said that the
money had to come from loan funds. Of
course it does! And if there is a deficiency
in the departments which has to be made
up from loan funds, from where is the
money to come for the extensions to which
I have referred?

Mr. Tonkin: There is an accumulated
surplus of £250,000.

Mr. WILD: We know all about that.

Mr. Tonkin. Why talk about deficiencies
that do not exist?

Mr. Graham: You don't build sewerage
systems out of rates.

Mr. WILD: Nor are Serpentine Damns
built out of rates.
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Mr. Tonkin: You didn't build that.
Mr. WILD: It is a very weak reed that

the Deputy Leader of the Opposition has
endeavoured to put up. Members opposite
know full well, as we do, that all that has
been done by this Government should have
been done by its predecessor. The previous
Government should have faced up to the
fact that we have to bring these values
into line; and right through the file it will
be found that time after time the previous
Minister was told by the under-secretaries,
year after year-and he has agreed-that
these anomalies should be ironed out. All
that we have done on this occasion is to
iron them out.

Mr. Tonkin: They are not the same ones.
Mr. WILD: They are. It is no good the

Deputy Leader of the Opposition saying
that. We have heard him time and again
drawing red herrings across the trail. We
know that he speaks the words of a
school-teacher and tries to blind us with
science. However, all that the Govern-
ment and the department are doing at
the moment is facing up to realities, and
we are endeavouring to maintain a depart-
ment that is going to pay its way. There
may be some dissatisfaction, which is only
natural. I too am going to be dissatisfied.
I ordered that the district in which I live
should be done first.

Mr. Tonkin: Oh you did, did you?
Mr. WILD: Yes.
Mr. Tonkin: That is rather strange when

we think of the answer you gave me the
other day.

Mr. WILD: It is not. As a matter of
fact, when the question came up first, and
I saw that my district had not been re-
valued since 1955, I requested that that
be done first, because I am quite prepared
to face up to realities. It is rank humbug
to say that there is dissatisfaction
throughout the metropolitan area. There
may be some. Various members say certain
people are dissatisfied. However the main
portion of people in this State face up to
these inevitable increases. With the in-
creases in margins and the rises in the
cost of living, together with the necessity
to build dams and extend sewerage
systems, it Is absolutely inevitable that
there must be increased costs and there-
fore increased charges. So without doubt.
we should defeat this amendment.

VM. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan-on
amendment) (8.44]: Having heard the
Minister just now, I am satisfied that the
amendment is well and truly justified, be-
cause he has not denied that there is wide-
spread dissatisfaction connected with the
proposition. He admits that the only
Justification is that his predecessors should
have taken the steps, but that they were
left for him to take as the Minister con-
cerned. That is the only justification he
submits.

I know that in my district, which was
revalued only a couple of years ago, there
is a considerable amount of dissatisfaction
in connection with the substantially in-
creased water rates. Quite a number of
people ask why the rates are being in-
creased, and they have asked me what my
rates are. I received the notification of
my rates the other day, and the increase
is pretty cOnsiderable-25 per cent.

only two years ago the progressive re-
valuation took place, but at that time
there was a reduction in the rate so that
it came back from is. 9d. to Is. 6d.; but
the excess water rate was Increased to Is.
9d. in the pound. Under the amended
proposition of the Government, however,
the excess water rate will be charged at
the rate of 2s. in the pound. It is rather
unfortunate that we had a dry summer
because it Is the purpose of the Water
Supply Department to sell its commodity
In order to get revenue; but because of
the restrictions, the department could not
sell water and so could not get revenue.

If a person has an excess account, it is
regarded as being beneficial to the depart-
ment. There is widespread dissatisfac-
tion over the present increases. Many
members do not move about the metropoli-
tan electorates, and they may not hear of
the dissatisfaction, but the fact remains
that many people are complaining bitterly
about the substantial increase in water
rates. A number of people in the street
where I live are struggling to acquire
homes for themselves and their families,
and they have contracted to pay high
rates of interest on mortgages. These
people are low-wage earners, and their in-
comes would be limited; and every Penny
would be earmarked for this, that, and the
other thing, so that the money would go
round.

In my street the progressive increases
in valuations took Place two years ago,
and now we have a 25 per cent. impost,
which becomes an added burden on the
class of person to whom I am referring.
The cases I am mentioning can be mul-
tiplied around the metropolitan area, par-
ticularly in the Mt. Lawley electorate, a
large portion of which belonged to the old
Middle Swan constituency. There are many
new homes being bunlt out there, and the
owners will be called upon to Pay this
burden on top of the other commitments
they have in connection with their new
homes. Therefore, these increases impose
a hardship on large sections of the comn-
munity.

We know that The West Australian from
time to time prints a number of letters;
and we know that one can write to the
newspaper and it will not publish the let-
ter. But evidently the criticism of this
increase was so Pronounced that The West
Australian Published letters to satisfy the
public. I have here a couple of letters
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that I have taken at random. One is from
J. A. Winter, of Subiaco. and it is as fol-
low:-

The recent extraordinary increase
in water rates-in some instances over
80 per cent.-which has been inflicted
on residents of Subiaco has caused
consternation.

Subiaco has a more-than-average
number of pensioners and other people
on limited fixed incomes and its
homes are mainly old-fashioned and
need constant maintenance. The in-
creased ratings, which were apparently
made without inspection of properties,
are now comparable with more
fashionable areas such as Nedlands
and Floreat Park. which is ridiculous.

Moreover, what is not realised by
most at the moment is that the new
ratable values are to be adopted by
the Subiaco council and much higher
municipal rates will doubtless result.

The writer of that letter points out
that Sublaco is an old district, and that
the impost is a substantial one on the
residents there, and that it brings them
into the same valuation category as that
of the people at Nedlands and Floreat
Park. I can recall the member for Ned-
lands standing up on this side of the
House when the valuations were previ -
ously adjusted in the Nedlands electorate,
and raising Cain because his wealthy
electors, who could bear the added
burden, complained bitterly. But to the
electors in the outer areas of Inglewood,
and in my territory, imposts of this kind
are really an added burden: and those
electors are complaining bitterly about
the increases in water rates. A Mr. P.
S. O'Brien of Daglish-another Subiaco
elector-writes-

I was staggered at receiving a rate
notice from the Metropolitan Water
Supply Department showing an in-
crease of '75 per cent. in my water
rates for the year ending June 30,
1961, over the preceding year. I wish
to Protest emphatically against this
unreasonable and extortionate in-
crease.

No sensible Person would resent a
reasonable increase. Surely the Gov-
ernment must realise that, with its
slender majority, it cannot afford to
lose a single vote at the next election.

I am sorry to see that an O'Brien was
evidently a supporter of the Liberal Party,
but apparently he is going to switch his al-
legiance to the Labor Party at the next
election. It is comforting to know that
these converts in the metropolitan area
will be multiplied a hundredfold because
of the imposition of these extortionate
water rates.

The Minister got up to quote from the
file, and when the ex-Minister suggested
that he quote the letter that he, the ex-
Minister, wrote in reply to the letter of

the previous member for Leederville, he
was not sport enough to give it. Evidently
there was something in the letter that
would have put a different complexion on
the proposition. In view of the fact that
the Minister quoted one letter, he should
have been sport enough to read the other
so that we, as the Parliament. could have
judged the merits of them. The fact that
he did not read the reply indicated that
his case was unsound and weak.

There is no doubt that, in the metro-
politan area, many people will be dissatis-
fied because of these increased rates. The
rate notices have not yet reached all the
people-it is only those in some portions
of the metropolitan area who have re-
ceived them but there is no doubt that the
increases are substantial.

As indicated in the letters I have just
read, the fact that the Water Supply De-
partment has added an extra burden of
25 per cent. on the progressive valuations
that took place recently-and some people
got the double dose at once-is an invita-
tion to the metropolitan municipalities to
increasc their rates accordingly.

Many of us are clamouring for exten-
sions of the sewerage system, and so on.
I have asked for such extensions, and that
is why I had a good deal to say the other
evening about the Government's proposal
to find £300,000 for the Australian Paper
Manufacturers at South Fremantle. De-
finitely the Government has ample funds
to distribute in other directions, so it could
provide many of the sewerage extensions
that are so needful to the metropolitan
area. On behalf of the electorate I repre-
sent, I protest vigorously at these increases.

MR. JAMIESON (Beeloo-on amend-
ment) [8.54): In protesting against the in-
creased water rates, I want to say that in
the main the rate notices have not been
issued to the people whom I represent.
However, when they are issued, I feel that
the reaction wvill be similar to that which
has been evident in Subiaco, Nedlands, and
the other areas that have received notice
of the tremendous increase in water rates.
Earlier, several extracts and letters were
read as examples of how the people were
reacting. If the Minister needs the in-
formation, I feel sure that this is an op-
portune moment to give a few more ex-
amples. Strangely enough, again we find
that a complaint comes from Subiaco, or
Daglish; and no doubt the member for
the district will be inundated with protests
about the increased rates. As a matter of
fact, so bad is the position at Subiaco, that
the former member (Mr. Potter) has had
to call off the dogs from barking on his
shoulders by quickly reminding the People
that he no longer represents them.

Mr. Rowberry: Who does?
Mr. JAMIESON: Mr. Potter has had to

try to send them to the right person. It
would appear that the honourable member
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who now represents them does not care
very much about representing them at all,
because we have not beard him protesting
against these increases.

Mr. Roberts: Row do you know? You
want to keep your ears open.

Mr. JAMIESON: I can keep my ears
open to hear the member for Bunbury
bleating in the distance.

Mr. Roberts: You want to be fair when
you set up to speak.

Mr. JAMIESON: A Mr. Bruce Carlile,
of Daglish, had this to say-

When I received my water rates I
could not help wondering whether
Krushehev and his not so merry men
had arrived unheralded and taken
over. We are fairly well accustomed
to inflation now, but I had not before
seen the price of any commodity or
service-and this is only a half service
-rise by almost 70 per cent. overnight

If the Government is so hard up,
why should it subsidise such industries
as A.P.M., which are more than
capable of financing their own de-
velopment. or does Premier Brand
fancy himself as a Robin Rood in
reverse, robbing the poor to give to
the rich?

If that is not a condemnation of the Gov-
ernment's policy, I do not know what is.
That correspondence speaks for itself.
Surely the member for Subiaco must be
concerned in seine degree because of this
man's overtures on hwb uwn and his neigh-
bour's behalf in contesting the right of
the Government to increase so drastically
the water rates on the properties in
Subiaco.

It appears that the ones who are feeling
the impost the Most are those whose
properties have fallen behind somewhat in
their valuations. Over the past year, pos-
sibly due to the value of their properties
remaining static through there not being
as many sales in those areas as in the more
newly-established areas where the valua-
tions have kept in concert with the trend
of sales, they have not felt the increases as
much as other People. However, that fact
does not lessen the effect of an increase
when it applies to people who have only
limited resources at their disposal.

Another letter to the newspaper is from
J. B. Brown of Nedlands. No doubt he
is an elector of my old confrere, the Min-
ister for Industrial Development. Mr.
Brown has this to say-

The Government by its recent drastic
increases in water rates seems to have
one object in view-to price water ser-
vices beyond the economy of the con-
sumer.

The decrease in revenue from water
saes because of last summer's restric-
tions and the upsurge in costs are fair
enough reasons for making a small

increase in rates, but how can an im-
position of 80 to 70 per cent. extra
be Justified?

That is the question we are asking the
Government. How can It Justify such a
drastic increase?

As the correspondent Indicated, most
reasonably-minded people would appreciate
that there would have to be some increases
in the water rates on account of the con-
tinued spiralling of prices in these times,
but surely it is niot necessary to over-rate
these properties to the extent the Govern-
menit is. doing today!I On that score alone,
I feel sure that this protest is justified,
and I support strongly the proposition of
the member for Mt. Lawley in moving an
amendment to the Address -in-Reply based
on these grounds.

MR. HAWKE (Northam-on amend-
ment) [9.1]: I wish to Intervene in this
debate for only a few moments. It is
clear to everyone that one of the causes of
the dissatisfaction which prevails in the
metropolitan area is the process of the
revaluation of property which has been
proceeding for some years. We heard the
Minister this evening on this point. He
read a letter, written in 1954 by the then
member for Leederville to the then Min-
ister for Water Supplies, who is now the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition. I should
think that the succeeding page on the ap-
propriate file would have been the Min-
ister's reply, at that time, to Mr. Johnson.

However, the Minister did not bring for-
wvard the minister's reply; or if he did, he
did not read it to the House. The reply
to Mr. Johnson on that occasion, in
essence, was that the department, under
the Metropolitan Water Supply. Sewerage
and Drainage Act, was bound to use the
valuations made by the local governing
authorities In the appropriate areas. So,
obviously, the Minister had no option in
the matter. Nevertheless, his letter to Mr.
Johnson went on to state that as a result
of the position which Mr. Johnson's letter
had revealed, the Government would.
through the Water Supply Department, set
up a uniform revaluing authority of its
own, so that, in future years, revaluations
would be uniform in each particular dis-
trict instead of the revaluations continu-
ing to be made by each local authority
irrespective of the need for reasonable
uniformity.

So members of the House can now judge
the action of the Minister in reading to
us this evening a letter written to the
Minister in 1954 and in deliberately sup-
pressing from us the contents of the Min-
ister's reply. I suppose the present Min-
ister wvould think that was clever, but most
of us in this Chamber would regard it as
being deliberately and Politically dishonest.

What I am concerned about in this
matter is that the dissatisfaction which is
strong and widespread is being caused in
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the minds of the individual ratepayers in the accounts of the department concerned
the metropolitan area by the drastic nature
of these increases in water supply rates.
The Minister told us that in the last fin-
ancial year the department received ap-
proximately E250,000 less in revenue from
the sales of excess water than would
normally have been the case and, conse-
quently, there was that deficiency in the
department's accounts. Then he went on
to tell us that this used up the accumu-
lated surplus of some £240,000 in the
accounts which had been built up and left
there by the previous Government. The
net result of subtracting the greater figure
from the lesser is that there was a defi-
ciency of approximately £11,000.

To overcome this deficiency, presumably,
and also to meet what might be some
additional costs during the current finan-
cial year. the Minister, supported by the
Government, has imposed increased
charges which, I understand, will bring
in to the Water Supply Department this
financial year, in increased revenue, well
over £450,000. When we take into con-
sideration the continual rains that have
been falling in the metropolitan area and
particularly in the main catchment areas
surrounding the reservoirs which serve the
metropolitan area during the last seven
or eight weeks, we can easily and safely
conclude that there will be substantial
surplus water for sale next summer. Con-
sequently, the revenue of the department
from that source during the present finan-
cial year will be substantial.

I think we could say with confidence
that the finances of the Water Supply
Department, at the end of this financial
Year, will show a tremendous surplus.
So. is it any wonder that water supply
ratepayers in the metropolitan area should
be worried, concerned, and upset at what
appears to be a haywire action on the
Part of the Government? Why has the
Government loaded all these heavy in-
creased charges upon the water supply
ratepayers In the metropolitan area? The
Minister did not and could not explain
it. He could not show the justification
for all these increased rates. He could
not show the justification for collecting an
additional £480,000 this financial year
from metropolitan water supply rate-
payers. As far as I was able to follow him,
the most he could show justification for
was perhaps £50,000 increase in water
rates, and yet the increases which the
ratepayers will be called upon to carry
represent five times that amount.

I appeal particularly to the Premier and
Treasurer to look into this matter.Obviously, the ratepayers in question are
going to be plundered by the increases in
water rates far and above what they
should be. They are going to have taken
from them hundreds of thousands of
pounds more than should be taken from
them and more than is necessary to enable

to be balanced as at the 30th June, 1961.
In these circumstances it is no wonder
that there is all the dissatisfaction which
has developed to date; and a great deal
more dissatisfaction will develop as an
increasing number of ratepayers receive
their rate notices for the current year.
Therefore, I think the House has every
justification for advising His Excellency
the Governor accordingly.

MR. FLETCHER (Fremantle-on amend-
ment) (9.10]: 1 wish to add my support
to the amendment, which is relevant to the
public dissatisfaction at the present time.
I believe the dissatisfaction Is quite justi-
fied in view of what the general public in
my electorate consider to be an exorbitant
increase in water charges. The Minister
said that he relied on what various mem-
bers on the Government side of the House
had to say. Most of those members, I
would suggest, represent electorates where
the people are more privileged and enjoy a
higher rate of pay than those who reside
in working-class electorates such as mine.

The Minister also quoted a letter written
by Mr. Johnson to the previous Minister
for Water Supplies, in which he said that a
large increase in water rating had been
made in his area. The Leader of the
Opposition has pointed out the disparity
that existed between the valuations that
were made by the various local authorities;
and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
admitted quite frankly that that variance
between valuations had to be rectified and
made to conform with each other. In fact.
the department itself rated these areas in
order to make the local governing authori-
ties conform with one another. The ex-
member for Leederville, in his letter, was
complaining on behalf of the people in his
street who were victims of that action by
the department to bring into line the valu-
ations made by the various local author-
ities. The action of the department was
justified at that time because there had to
be some equity amongst all of them.

I understand that the member for Ned-
lands complained on the same grounds, and
I have no doubt that his electorate was
brought into line with other districts.
That was a most laudable way to meet the
situation which existed at that time; but
there is no justification for the Minister to
act as he is doing now by increasing the
water rates to such a great extent. Some
of these areas, under the previous Minis-
ter, had been supplied with water for
many years on the cheap. The people in
those parts did complain when the water
rates were increased. They are paying
extra again for it now.

I would like to mention the East Fre-
mantle area in particular. The present
Government imposed increases on the ex-
isting rate that prevailed at the time in
that district until it was somewhere in the
vicinity of a 70 or 80 per cent, increase.
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Therefore, the people in that district are
quite justified in voicing their hostility
about the action of the Government. They
are only on wages and many are having
great difficulty in paying off their homes.
Widespread dissatisfaction is rife among
this class of the community in the metro-
politan area. They are naturally asking
what incentive is offered to them to con-
tinue to struggle to own their homes.
Those people who occupy houses which are
not yet connected to the sewerage scheme
are dreading the day when this will occur.

Some five years ago it cost about £140
for a house to be connected to the sewer-
age scheme, but I am sure that today it
would be approximately £200. In addition
to that, the People in those areas are faced
with the prospect of having their present
water rate increased by about 100 per cent.
on the existing charge after their houses
are connected to the sewerage scheme.
That is indeed an alarming prospect for
those people to face. Consequently, their
dissatisfaction is quite justified on those
grounds.

The position is that working people are
being penalised for endeavouring to own
their homes. What alternative have
they? Their only alternative is to rent a
private fiat at an exorbitant rental. Con-
sequently, when people are faced with that
alternative, they attempt to continue to
meet the Payments on their homes, but
they are penalized for doing so. With the
high cost of living at the present time, it
is difficult enough for a man on an average
wage to try to live without these exorbi-
tant increases in water rates being imposed
on him. I would be lacking in my duty If
I did not express my opposition to this
recent increase in the water rates made by
the Government. I think I am justified
in doing so because of the widespread dis-
satisfaction there is over the Government's
action.

MR. BRADY (Guildford-Midland-on
amendment) 19.15]: 1 support the amend-
ment, which seeks to voice to His Excel-
lency the concern of the public and the
widespread dissatisfaction over the in-
crease in water rates, particularly in the
metropolitan area. The other evening,
when speaking on railway freights, I pro-
tested, because the city people could not
afford to pay the Increased charges. On
this occasion I am taking the reverse
stand; for some years the people in the
country have been getting cheap water
at the expense of metropolitan dwellers.
In addition to the existing rates, metro-
politan householders will have to bear the
burden of increased assessments.

I am doubly concerned at the prospect
of having to pay increased rates, in view
of the reply given by the Minister to a
question I asked in this House. I asked
him what water supply extensions and
sewerage works were in hand in the current

year in my electorate. To my amazement
he said that neither water nor sewerage
activities were taking place. One can
imagine the concern of my electors when
they read the reply of the Minister in
Hansard, or in the newspapers.

I have asked the Minister to consider the
extension of water and sewerage facilities
in respect of eight or nine instances in my
electorate within the last 12 months--by
questions in this House or by letters. Now
we have been told that extensions will
not take place.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber must confine himself to the amend-
ment. It does not concern the extension
of services to any particular area.

Mr. BRAflY: With due deference to
your request, I shall depart from that
theme. I protested against the depart-
ment raising revenue through increased
rates as well as through increased valua-
tions. According to the figures given this
evening in this debate, the department
stands to gain many thousands of pounds,
over and above the actual expenditure.
I am quoting from notes, and not from
the copy of Hansard in my hand, just in
case I might be asked to refrain.

The figures show that the department
this year expects to receive increased reve-
nue, through increases in valuation, of
£383,000. Yet the Minister said, in reply
to a question asked by the member for Mel-
ville, that the revenue expenditure of the
department this year showed a deficit of
£250,000, and this deficit absorbed the
£240,000 surplus which existed last year.
If those figures are correct, all he needs
to raise this Year to balance the budget
of the department is an additional £12,000.
Yet what he expects from the increased
valuation Is no less than £130,000.

People today are being rated to the
maximum by the Government: further-
more, the cost of living has gone sky-
high. The increased rating can have only
one result; that is, an increase in the
basic wage. This will cause further con-
sternation not only to the industrial and
commercial enterprises, but also to pri-
mary industries which have to sell their
products overseas. In many cases those
products have reached the maximum price
obtainable, and any further increase will
price them out of the world's markets.
As members of Parliament, we cannot
allow this Position to continue and to be
wvorsened by the Government.

I protest on behalf of the Guildford-
Midland electors against the increased
charges. I regret the Minister for Works
is not in his seat, because I wanted to
enumerate the eight or nine cases for
which I tried to obtain water and sewer-
age connections. I hope the amendment
will be agreed to by this House as a pro-
test against the increase in water rates.
particularly in my electorate.
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MR. ANDREW (Victoria Park-on
amendment) [9.20]: 1 do not think I have
ever risen in this House to criticise the
Government for increasing prices and
costs, because I recognise that Govern-
ments have, on occasions, to raise the
charges for the services which they render.
I have not treated any question, such as
this one before us. lightly; so I have not
up to this moment criticised any Govern-
ment for increasing charges.

A few years ago I did accuse the then
Leader of the Opposition, who had been
the Premier Previously, of being hypo-
critical, because the Government in office
at the time was taking the same action as
the Government led by the Leader of the
Opposition had taken a year or two pre-
viously. That accusation was justified be-
cause the Leader of the Opposition then
was attacking the Government for political
purposes.

I consider this vigorous protest by the
Opposition against the increased charges
for water is justified. This action has cer-
tainly caused a great deal of dissatisfaction
among the people. As most members
know, until recently I have been out of
this State. When I arrived in Fremantle
last Tuesday morning I had not left the
boat before I heard about the imposition
of the 25 Per cent, increase in water
charges. The People who informed me
about that said there was a great deal of
dissatisfaction, and everyone was up in
arms against the Government because they
thought it was unfair. One person said to
me, "It is unfair to make a flat increase
of 25 per cent, when revaluations have been
taking place all the time. Some house-
holders have been revalued recently, but
others have not for some time, yet they
are all charged a fiat increase of 25 per
cent." One person, a relative of mine
living in Nedlands, told me that his rates
had been increased from £10 to £18.

Th, reply of the Minister for Water
Supplies was very poor. He introduced
some matters which had not been raised.
and stated what the previous Minister for
Works had done in regard to progressive
valuations, He produced the letter from
the ex-member for Leederville, in which
the latter protested against the revalua-
tions made by the Perth City Council. In
that letter Mr. Johnson asked the Minister
to give some consideration to the people of
Leederville, and not to accept the valua-
tion of the Perth City Council. I suggest
the Minister was being slippery, because
he quoted only one letter but did not quote
the reply from the Minister to Mr. John-
son. That is his usual form, and we always
expect that sort of thing when he
is dealing with any Particular matter. It
would have reflected much more to his
credit if he had quoted both letters.

The Minister did refer to one factor
which he should have considered. He re-
ferred to the loss of revenue last year, but

that only resulted from the abnormal
summer. As was Pointed out by the mem-
ber for Mt. Lawley, the abnormal sum-
mer led to the curtailment of water
supplies, and that resulted in a smaller
quantity of water used by ratepayers and
smaller revenue being received. The Water
Supply Department sustained a great loss
in revenue. The Minister did not deal
with that Particular aspect. What he was
accused of by members on this side was that
his Government increased the rates for
water, basing them on the revenue received
in an abnormal year Instead of an average
year. As one member on this side stated,
it was panic action on the part of the
Government.

The Minister further attempted to de-
ceive the House when he made this state-
ment, "There are people wvanting the
extension of water supplies to various dis-
tricts. and various individuals in the outer
part of the metropolitan area. How can
I do it if I do not get the money?" The
Minister knows as well as anybody in this
House that all extensions are regarded as
capital expenditure; in other words, the
money comes from fresh capital, and in-
terest and sinking fund is charged against
that capital. So he did attempt to deceive
the House.

In the week since I have been back in
this State, many people, apart from those
who met me when I arrived, have com-
plained about the terrific increase in rates.
This morning I met an old lady who lives
in my electorate of Victoria Park. She
told me, "I do not know how I am going
to pay the increased rates, because my
income is fixed. I suppose I shall have to
make the effort." It seems the Government
did a very haphazard job and did not
approach the question in a realistic man-
ner by arriving at valuations which are
wvarranted in particular instances. Instead,
it made a 25 per cent. sweeping increase
over all valuations.

The Protest from this side of the House
is justified. It will show the people of
Western Australia that at least one side
of this Parliament is endeavouring to look
after their interests. I support the amend-
men t.

MR. TOMS (Maylands-on amendment)
19.30]: In answer to a question asked on
the 11th August by the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition, the Minister for Works
included a Portion of the electorate rep-
resented by me as being one of those which
have been revalued in 1959-60.

Whilst, as yet, all areas have not received
their rate notices, it is evident that as
they are issued in the various districts this
outcry will grow. The member for
Nedlands, in applying this principle, was
Opposed to the increase in valuations: but
he also knew, or should have known-and
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no doubt many on the other side of the
House. and on this side, with local govern-
went experience know-that if valuations
go up, the rate in the pound can be de-
creased to achieve the same result.

If local governing authorities through-
out the State had adopted the same
principle which this Government is adopt-
ing at present, it is a shame to think of
what would have happened to them. I do
not think that in the history of this State
any commodity has been taxed, or a rate
raised, to the extent to which this one has
been raised this time. I do not recall any
rise being as great as that indicated by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition tonight.
In some parts of the metropolitan area
people are going to be called upon to pay
as much as a 97 per cent. increase on this
commodity, which is an essential one.

The Public are justified in their outcry
aanttis blatant imposition by the

Minister for Water Supplies and the Gov-
ernment in regard to the 25 per cent. tax in
addition to that which is already applying.
To call it blatant is to use a very modest
term. I do not know whether the member
for Subiaco is going to commend his
Government for having done what it has:
but I suggest that, before very long, not
only he but the members of the other elec-
torates concerned are going to find that
their door bells will be ringing continu-
ously.

Mr. Hawke: The member for Subiaco
has decided to sink with the Government.

Mr- TOMS: He may have decided to do0
just that. It is certainly not to the credit
of any Government department to place
such a burden as Is being placed by the
Water Supply Department on users in the
metropolitan area. So far as I am con-
cerned. I have not received my notice Yet:
but it will come. We cannot expect that
all will receive their notices at the same
time. However. I honestly hope that the
members of the Government who have
supported this measure will receive their
share of inquiries from annoyed electors.
I have never before known such an in-
crease to be placed on anything in this
State, and I therefore support the amend-
ment.

Amendment Put and a division
with the followving result:-

Ayes-24.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Andrew
Bickerton
Brady
Curran
Evans
Fletcher
Graham
naill
Hawke
Heal
J3. Hegney
W.. Hegney

Mr. Jamileson
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Oldfield
Mr. Rhatlgan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Toms
Mr. Tonkli
Mr. May

taken

(Teller.)

Mr. Boveli
Mr.' Brand
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Crommelin
Mr. Orayden
Mr. Guthrie
Dr. Herin
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis
M r. Mann

Noes-25.
Mr. W. A. Manning
Sir Roms Metarty
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nirmo
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Roberts
Air. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. L. W. Manning

(Teller.)
Majority against-I.
Amendment thus negatived.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [9.38]: This
evening I listened to portion of a broadcast
address given by the Federal Leader of the
Opposition. Mr. Caiwell. During his
speech he made remarks to the effect
that under Liberal administration these
are great times for the speculators and
profiteers. Members will recall that I have
made statements to that effect in this
House; and, together with a number of my
colleagues, have brought evidence to prove
that that is the position. We have
deprecated the attitude of the members of
the present Government and their sup-
porters, in condemning the workers for
seeking to obtain not necessarily any im-
provements in their conditions, but merely
adjustments in order that they might
retain the standards previously laid down
by the Arbitration authorities. Somewhat
naturally we have received no support or
co-operation from any member of the
Liberal Party or the Country Party. On the
contrary, there have been scoffings and
sneers at the workers who, as I have said
on previous occasions, are surely the people
of Australia.

It is true that there are certain other in-
terests and undertakings; but those for
whom we speak represent approximately
90 Per cent, of the population, even if,
unfortunately, a great number of them are
misled by the brand of propaganda that
they receive on account of the monopoly of
the newspapers and other sources of news
dissemination.

It is perhaps appropriate, therefore, to
make two quotes with regard to this at-
titude, particularly of the Liberal Party
in its constant attacks against the
workers, and its finding no ground for
fault or complaints whatsoever with re-
gard to this plundering and exploitation
of the people which is taking place, as
everybody knows from the published bal-
ance sheets every day of the week-where
record profits are being created over and
above the record profits of the previous
year.

This may have a familiar ring-and I
quote from a newspaper article-

Governments, those in high places
and leaders in commerce can no longer
ignore the fact that an accepted
"creeping" inflation has accelerated to
a dangerously "galloping" pace.
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Unless a halt is called somewhere.
the whole Australian economy is
menaced. The existing wide gap be-
tween farm incomes and costs will be
so greatly widened that those in the
commercial and industrial fields who
are enjoying what they believe to be
prosperity will regret their failure to
take action to stop the current ten-
dencies.

This applies particularly in com-
merce, where it appears now to be
standard practice merely to add costs
plus something extra to Prices, in-
stead of attempting to absorb costs
to keep prices down.

No less than the Prime Minister
himself acknowledged this when in re-
cent months he made an earnest a-peal to those engaged in commerce
to change their practices.

Here let me interpolate that Her Majesty's
Opposition in the Western Australian Par-
liament has been doing that self-same
thing. The article continues-

But this has not been effective. In
fact, this "galloping" inflation has
gained momentum.

The growth of monopolies through
mergers and take-overs and the im-
position of restrictive trade conditions
designed to eliminate reasonable com-
petitive trading, is making it easier to
operate the new "pass-costs-on" prac-
tice.

Obviously something more definite
and effective than mere appeals is now
demanded.

That is an extract from The Farmers'
Weekly dated the 19th May, 1960. That is
what the Farmers' Union apparently
thinks of this situation; and I therefore
accuse members of the Country Party of
being completely out of step with regard
to this all-important matter, as against
their official organisation. It would ap-
pear that because of higher office and
poitical plums, these members are Pre-
pared to sacrifice their principles in order
to be dragged at the heels of their Liberal
Party masters.

I was interested, earlier this year, In a
broadcast made by Dr. Coomnbs, the Gov-
ernor of the Commonwealth Bank, who
had this to say-I quote from The News
Message of the Australian Broadcasting
Commission-

Dr. Coombs said . . . it was not un-
reasonable for wage-earners to seek a
share in the benefit from higher pro-
duction in the only way they can see
possible.

Dr. Coombs said the tendency to
solve problems by simply Passing on
higher costs was the important cause
of inflation. Another was the failure
of industry to give consumers the
benefit of lower cost of production.

I . .. He said many Australian in-
dustries had reduced the cost of pro-
ducing each unit by means of techno-
logical advances, better methods and
bigger outputs without any corres-
ponding reduction in selling price.

it cannot be asserted that The Farmers'
Weekly on the one hand, and the Gov-
ernor of the Commonwealth Bank on the
other, are steeped in Labor political
philosophies or have an undying bate for
private enterprise and investment and
commercial activity, and the rest of it,
such as we hear glib-tongued speakers
from the other side of the House say when
they are chiding those of us of the Oppo-
sition when we draw the attention of the
Government to a situation which needs and
demands some attention, and to which it
pays no heed whatsoever.

This problem is recognised everywhere
in high Places, although never at any
time, to my knowledge, admitted by those
who constitute the Present Government.
At the opening of the current session of
the Commonwealth Parliament, the Gov-
ernor-General, speaking, of course, on be-
half of the Commonwealth Government-
which is a Liberal-Country Party Govern-
ment-stated that the Menzies Govern-
erment intended to give attention to the
menace to Australia of monopolies and
restrictive trade practices.

As members are aware, those who corn-
prise the Governiment at the present time.
because of the fact they were dragged at
the heels of the daily Press, occupied prac-
tically every day, when there was a debate,
in demanding repeal legislation which
sought to do something in regard to that
threat to the economy of this country, and
in particular this State. But because
the avenues of expression are so limited,
it is almost impossible to stir the public
conscience into a realisation of the threat
which is menacing them.

Members are aware that, because of the
action of the Government, the Labor Party
is denied the seven or eight minutes which
it previously had one night a week over the
A.B.C-Its contribution to the Highlights
of Parliament. Because the Liberals
would not Play ball, the A.B.C. has said
that the Labor Party is out as well. As
far as that channel is concerned, it no
longer exists. The reason for this is that
the Liberals are part and parcel of The
West Australian newspaper, where one can
say the Opposition is completely silent, in
that the salient points of what takes place
in Parliament never see the light of day.
in the playing of that miserable trick, that
avenue is denied the Labor Pafty. which, as
I have said previously, when in and out of
office, directly represents in the matter of
votes approximately 50 per cent, of the
population of Western Australia.
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1 was interested this evening, in listen-
ing to the State news, to find that no men-
tion was made of any speaker or any utter-
ance in either of the Houses of this Par-
liament; or anything of what was con-
sidered newsworthy of the questions and
answers that have taken place during the
current sitting. I am speaking of the
seven o'clock news session. As members
are aware, there were 30 questions on the
notice paper, and I suppose they averaged
about three or four subheadings each. AP-
parently, none of these were of concern
to the listeners. There is a conspiracy of
silence on the Part of those who are in
charge of the only channels for informing
the public of what is taking place with
regard to public issues and political mat-
ters. After all, democracy can succeed only
if there is an enlightened people.

Sir Ross McLarty: Did you listen to the
regional news?

Mr. GRAHAM: No; I did not. I am
speaking of the State news. AS a matter
of fact, I was informed that the member
for Murray was delighted with it because,
I understand, one of his questions per-
taining purely and simply to a. parochial
district matter received some mention on
the regional news.

Sir Ross McLarty: Splendid! I didn't
hear it.

Mr. GRAHAM: But the great bulk of
the people who listened to the State news
would not have known that the State
Parliament was sitting. It is not a laugh-
ing matter. Surely it is a matter of con-
siderable concern to all people who believe
in democracy! Surely the people have a
right to learn what is going on! Whether
they agree or disagree with the viewpoint
expressed is an entirely different matter.

Mr. Court: Surely you are not accusing
the A.B.C. of being biassed!

Mr. GRAHAM: As I have said on pre-
vious occasions, I am not concerned If
there is a complete ban on me by the daily
Press; there have been occasions when it
was instant dismissal for a member of the
staff if the name of Graham appeared in
The West Australian or the Daily News.
That is a statement of fact.

Mr. Court: But Surely You are not accus-
ing the A.B.C. of being biassed one way or
the other?

Mr. GRAHAM: 1 am not concerned
about myself; I am concerned about the
democratic State. If the People are to be
kept in ignorance of what is going on,
it is a pretty sorry state of affairs. After
all, not one of us appointed himself to this
place; we are all here because some
thousands of people, in the majority,
elected us. Yet a member can make a
speech, and he is lucky if a line or two
regarding his utterances appears in the
daily Press. It could be, if he were still
alive, that Percy Buttons, or somebody of
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that ilk who wrote to the Press, would get
three, four, or mnore inches devoted to him.
Such a person might have quite good ideas
with regard to a particular point; but
certainly that person would not speak with
the responsibility of a member of Parlia-
ment. Surely members of Parliament, even
if I be entirely excluded, make speeches
from time to time which are of interest,
which are newsworthy, and which people
should have an opportunity of perusing,
whether they accept the point of view or
disagree with it.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Do you think that
has never happened to members on this
side of the House?

Mr. GRAHAM: But it has never been so
blatant. Let me give some illustrations
which will answer the Minister's query.
Members will recall that when it was my
privilege to sit on the other side of the
House, as a Minister of the Crown, certain
land was resumed in a number of suburbs
in the metropolitan area in the interests
of providing houses for the people. There
was a hullabaloo in the Press which was
kept going for a period of some 12 months.
People were incited and inflamed and,
protest organisations were set up. One
would have thought that the Gov-
ernment of the day had done something
extraordinary in resuming land, But what
is the position? During its six years of
office, the Hawke Labor Government re-
sumed land, for all purposes, from 1,655
owners in Western Australia.

Mr. O'Connor: Shamne!
Mr. GRAHAM: If I heard aright, the

member for North Perth said "Shame!"
The MeLarty-Watts Liberal-Country Party
Government, during its six years of office.
resumed land not from 1,655 owners but
from no fewer than 4,359.

Mr. Bovell: That is past history.
Mr. GRAHAM: Of course it is. But for

some unaccountable reason the people,
during the years 194? to 1953, under a
Liberal Government, were quite happy to
have their properties compulsorily ac-
quired; yet somehow, when there is a
Labor Government, they become terribly
concerned and upset about it. When there
was a return of a Liberal Government, and
after it had been in office for a. period of
15 months only, it had taken land from a
further 974 people.

Mr. Guthrie: How many acres were in-
volved?

Mr. GRAHAM: Again, apparently there
were no Press protests on the part of the
people. There were all the ingredients of
a domestic revolution because Labor took
action on an insignificant Scale compared
with the previous Liberal Government and
the existing Liberal Government, I make
this statement, and everybody agrees it is
true, that this was deliberately fomented
by a jaundiced Press.
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At the present time, as members are
aware, the Commonwealth Liberal Gov-
ernment is resuming many properties for
an extension of the airport. There it is
not a matter of taking unoccupied or
unused land. No! That Government
is resuming entire properties-people's
homes; their complete Possessions. It
would appear that there is no protest or
comment with regard to that. Such is the
power of the Press that it can create the
elements or create the impression of dis-
cord, dissension, and dissatisfaction on
the part of the people in respect of a comn-
paratively minor action which is taken;
and yet play down, or completely suppress.
an identical action on the part of some
other Government. It can magnify a
situation when it suits the whims and
fancies of the Press: in other words, when
It seeks to bolster up the Government of
the day, such Government invariably
being a Liberal Government.

Surely members will recall that just
about every organ available had a shot at
me as the responsible Minister in con-
nection with the project at Subiaco known
as the Wandana Flats. This was no time
and Perth was no place where a lO-storey
block of flats should be constructed: and
all the rest of it! Do you recall. Mr.
Speaker, that there were going to be fires
and hundreds of people would be in-
cinerated; there were going to be mass
suicides by people throwing themselves
from the upper reaches of that proposed
structure; disease was going to be rife
throughout the place because there were
single-bedroomed flats; there were going
to be abortions: and the rest of it! It
would develop into a house of ill-fame;
there would be traffic congestion in
Thomas Street; and all that sort of thing!
Fantastic things were said; but, above all
else, there should not appear in Perth
such a thing as a lo-storey block of flats.

But the other week, as members are
aware, an announcement was made that
a 13-storey block of flats was to be built
somewhere adjacent to Mounts Bay Road.
Apparently all those forebodings about
Wandana have been forgotten. What was
a terrible thing under a Labor Govern-
ment is, on an increased scale-being 13
storeys instead of 10-apparently a most
delectable dish under a Liberal Govern-
ment.

Mr. Mann: You are enjoying yourself.

Mr. GRAHAM: Surely it will be ad-
mitted that the Press of this State is
blatantly unfair! I am not complaining,
as I have said on many occasions, of any-
thing that has been done to me; because
I do not think the Press has injured me
one Iota. I do not think it could. Neverthe-
less, I think that the people of Western
Australia are entitled to something better
than that.

Mr. Perkins: You did not say this when
they were criticising the present Minister
for Transport with regard to the new
crosswalk regulations.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That is different.
Mr. GRAHAM: It is different, and it

might be appropriate. Nobody suggested
for one moment that on occasions any-
body, irrespective of political colour.
should not be criticised. Well do I re-
member, now that the Minister for Trans-
port has reminded me of it. what was said
in connection with traffic matters. I
wonder whether he recalls that traffic
lights would not work in Perth! I wonder
whether he recalls what was said because
the dear old trains disappeared; I wonder
whether he recalls the excitement because
of the "Walk" and "Don't Walk" lights;
I wonder whether he recalls people getting
upset because bus stops were being put
back from the intersections; I wonder
whether he recalls the disfigurement of our
beautiful city by putting bus shelters in
St. George's Terrace? Far better to allow
the people to be in the pouring rain at
5 o'clock at night!

I wonder whether he recalls the criti-
cisms with respect to the hundreds of bus
shelters that appeared in so many of our
suburbs throughout the metropolitan area?
Apparently everything that was done was
wrong at the time it was done; but, for
some unaccountable reason, since there
has been a change of Government, and a
change of Transport Ministers, none of
the things which were undertaken and
were then so wrong have been cancelled or
changed; in other words, they have been
wholeheartedly endorsed by him.

The Minister talks about being criticised
on one, two, or three points of his
administration! He should suffer some
of the pangs that some of us suffered
when we were newly appointed as Minis-
ters. Every day of the week that criticism
was coming from all quarters because of
the attitude of the monopolistic Press of
which I speak. I well remember the
demonstration in this Chamber because
the Government of the day, after an
examination of all the facts, decided to pay
the legal costs of a Constable Hardy who
was involved in certain difficulties, Yet,
only a few weeks ago, this Government
paid the legal costs of a Police officer
and apparently all was well. There were
no full pages about the incident appearing
in the Daily News; there were no leading
articles published in The West Australian'
there was no publication of every single
word uttered by the presiding judge, or
anything of that nature. No; the action
of the Labor Government was a sensation,
but the identical and parallel action of
this Government was quite all right!

All I can say is that it is sheer and
utter dishonesty. If our newspapers have
any principle at all, we have a right to
expect something better than that from
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the monopolistic group which is in charge
of our Press affairs, unfortunately, at the
present time.

I will now make reference to another
matter which I referred to in this Cham-
ber on an earlier occasion and when it
was only a proposal. This Government-
for petty, childish, and stupid political
reasons-ecided that It would alter the
name of a suburb from Beelco to Wilson
in order to pander to the vanity of one
member of Cabinet who, because of some
of his Political friends on a certain road
board, said he would do a certain thing.

It did not matter to this Government
that all the records of the State Housing
Commission, the Lends Department, the
P.M.G./s Department, including plans and
other matter, have become outmoded; and
that many thousands of pounds will have
to be spent in effecting changes in the
addresses of many persons, and the names
that are shown on the electoral roll. The
name of Beeloo was approved by the
Nomenclature Committee and the chang-
ing of the suburb's name to Wilson has
not received Its approval.

Mr. Bovell: It has received the Minis-
ter's approval and that is final!

Mr. GRAHAM: The Minister for Lands
would be a great judge! Nobody, in
his sane moments, would approve that
change in the suburb's name, because of
the duplication of names which would re-
sult. It was because of the confusion
of the names of towns, suburbs, streets,
and public places that, many years ago,
the Nomenclature Committee was set up.
It was established so as to avoid that sort
of thing.

Mr. Bovell: It is an advisory com-
mittee.

Mr. GRAHAM: Of course it is! But
did the Minister refer the name of Wilson
to the Nomenclature Committee for its
consideration: and, if so, what was the
advice that it gave? I know perfectly
well that the Minister did not do anything
of the sort: and the facts now are that
the Housing Commission has a suburb
called Wilson and a suburb at Collie called
Wilson Park; and the confusion that that
creates, particularly among people on the
other side of Australia and among those
who are not acquainted with new suburbs,
is easily appreciated. However, that did
not matter twopence to the present Minis-
ter as long as he could have a game of
politics.

I have already made the statement
publicly, and I now inform the Minister
that all members of the road board from
whom this name of Wilson emanated did
not disapprove of the name of Beeloo,
and they are looking forward to the day,
if I am in a position then to give effect
to what I have said, when the suburb of
Beeloo will revert to its rightful name,
and this silly, stupid business-no doubt for

personal reasons-of trying to alter the
geography of this State will stop. It is
something the Government should not
have undertaken.

Mr. Perkins:
right thing in
Golden West
Bridge?

Do you think we did the
changing the name of the
Bridge to the Narrows

Mr. GRAHAM: That was equally child-
ish.

Mr. Bovell: We have not changed the
names of Nulsen Haven, Hawkevale, or
Graham Flats.

Mr. GRAHAM: Nor of McDonald
House. Neither have we taken excep-
tion to the fact that most of the
major public works in this State were
initiated by Labor Governments; but, un-
fortunately, on many of them is the em-
blem of some Liberal Party Minister be-
cause a Government of that colour was in
office when the works were completed and
Labor had given up the reins of adminis-
tration, I know that the same can be
said in the opposite direction, but by no
means to the same extent and degree as
it can be said in regard to the Public Works
constructions on which there are the names
of our political rivals who had nothing
whatever to do with their construction.

When the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment was sitting on this side of the
House. he could not see any industrial
activity by the Labor Government; but I
have had the onnortunity of attending the
opening of a few factories in regard to
which all the basic work, encouragement,
and inducement was undertaken by the
Labor Government. However, no acknow-
legtnent was made by the Minister for
Industrial Development; and, what is
worse, no acknowledgment was made by
the firms concerned that it was a Labor
Government that more or less bullied them,
in certain circumstances, to come to West-
ern Australia.

Mr. Court: I do not think that is fair
comment.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am by no means satis-
fled with the evasions-and I could almost
say false replies--that I am receiving as
answers to questions addressed to Minis-
ters of this Government. I refuse to be-
lieve, irrespective of how often the Min-
ister for Railways cares to tell me, that
work which was undertaken in December
and January last on the Bonnie Rockt and
Lake Grace-Hyden lines was not costed
out after those lines had been in opera-
tion for seven months.

Mr. Court: We know the approximate
figures.

Mr. GRAHAM: Can anyone tell me that
after seven months the Railways Depart-
ment could not Put its finger on what it
cost to Put those two lines into running
order?
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Mr. Court: We told you that we had the
preliminary figures, but you wanted the
audited figures.

Mr. GRAHAM: No-one wants the audited
figures! We are asking for figures every
day cf the week; and, when we receive
them, the Auditor-General has not audited
them.

Mr. Court: if those figures were not
correct, later on, you would be the first
to scream blue murder.

Mr. GRAHAM: There is something de-
finitely wrong with the accounts section
of the Railways Department il it could not
detail the cost of those two lines after
they had been in operation for seven
months.

Mr. Court: You accepted the preliminary
figures.

Mr. GRAHAM: Yes, about a week or so
later and after the job had been com-
pleted for seven months. I will quote
another case to the Minister. I asked
him about four houses in Pilbarra
Street, East Perth, that are owned by the
Railways Department, as they have been
for years. He has told me that the de-
partment does not know what money has
been spent on them over the years.

Mr. Court: That is right.
Mr. GRAHAM: I have known those

houses ever since I have been the member
for East Perth. I do not visit the area
very frequently, so I do not know all that
is going on, but I know that one house has
been rewired electrically and I know that
every one of them has had new ceilings
installed in every room of each house. I
know that new fences have been erected;
that cement verandahs have been laid
along the front of the house; that new
posts have been erected: that extensions
have been made to the laundries; that
they have new built-in coppers: that they
have new wash-troughs; and that concrete
floors have been put in. I have seen all
those extensions and installations with MY
own eyes, all of which must have cost
some thousands of pounds; and yet the
Minister tells me that the department does
not know how much has been Spent on
those houses.

Mr. Court: The department does not
dissect its maintenance costs and does
not know how much has been spent on
those houses.

Mr. GRAHAM: The Minister should give
up playing politics for a while and get
down to his main business of accountancy
in order to achieve some law and order
in the railways accounting branch.

Mr. Court: What about your man before
me and the others that preceded him?

Mr. GRAHAM: I have never experienced
this difficulty of obtaining factual replies
to questions until this Government took
office, and I am wondering how much of

it constitutes deliberate evasion or whether
the Government has any sense of goodwvill
in connection with this matter.

I have a feeling that after this work had
been undertaken-and a great deal of it
recently-this decision was made in order
to remove four more working-class houses
from East Perth, for political reasons. I
have received some reply from the Minis-
ter representing the Minister for Housing
to questions I asked. At the time he gave
me the information in respect of the regu-
lar maintenance period, I told the Minister
that the information given to me was not
in accordance with fact.

I am aware-as I must be aware-of
what the regular maintenance period was,
when I was Minister for Housing; and I
am aware of the fact that that period has
been extended by approximately two years.
Yet the reply the Minister gave me was to
the effect that the period had been re-
duced. It might be possible to fool some
People. But I went to some pains to be-
come rather intimately acquainted with
my department, and I know that that is
not in accordance with fact.

There was a statement that a survey and
an analysis had been made prior to the
decision that in future workers should be
called upon to find a minimum of £100
deposit, instead of £50 deposit. What was
the reply given to me? It was that an
analysis of the arrears on purchase
accounts showed that the highest number
of arrears-and also the largest amount
of arrears-was where the purchaser paid
a deposit of only £15. That is an untruth.

I have analysed the figures supplied to
mue this afternoon: and let me tell the Min-
ister representing the Minister for Hous-
Ing that I knew the situation before I
asked the question: and I do not think it
does him credit that he should endeavour
not only to deceive me but also to deceive
the Public of Western Australia. because
this was one of the questions and answers
summarised in The West Australian. If we
exclude the 22 houses sold to natives-on a
£25 deposit, approximately-it will be
found, for those who paid a deposit of up
to £50, that 58.2 per cent of the Housing
Commission homes-that is to say, built
under the State Housing Act-were sold on
that small deposit: and, strangely enough,
58.2 per cent. is their proportion of their
arrears.

Mr. O'Connor: Did you ask him to ex-
clude those native homes in your question
or not?

Mr. GRAHAM: No; I asked it subse-
quently. But if the Government is going
to make a decision or a change of policy on
experience, surely it is not going to include
this exception-the native homes--which
was an experimental project. Everybody
knows that any ordinary applicant for a
State Housing home expects something
better than that. Even worse: When I
asked the question, the reply to me wan
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that a decision had been made following
an analysis of arrears; and when I asked
the question, it was postponed. No analy-
sis had been made. It was only after I
asked the question that the officers of the
Housing Commission had to get busy ex-
tracting the figures in order to give some
sort of answer: and those figures looked
reasonably all right until they were analy-
sed by somebody who knew something
about the matter.

Mr. Bovell: Who was that?
Mr. GRAHAM: There are very many

instances of this sort of thing, which I do
not think 'does credit to any Government.
If a question is asked, surely one is entitled,
as an elected member, to a straightforward,
honest answer? I do not want to weary
the House with regard to these figures that
were supplied this afternoon; they include
everybody, natives as well. But if we go
through these figures It will be found that
just over one-third of the houses sold to
people who made deposits of £50 or less
are in arrears at the moment. We go up
the scale and find that from a deposit of
£250 to £499 the ratio is still the same;
that just over one-third of the people who
paid the higher deposit are also in arrears.
As a matter of fact, it is a bit better than
that. It has been found on the lower
rung of the ladder that their average
arrears are £30, whereas higher up their
arrears are E32. Those classified in the
amounts of the deposits are again approxi-
mately one-third in arrears-SO?7 out of
3,033 is. I think it will be agreed, approxi-
mately 30 per cent.

Mr. O'Connor: When were these figures
given to You?

Mr. GRAHAM: The figures were given
to me this afternoon by the Chief Secre-
tary, allegedly on behalf of the Minister for
Housing. I am analysing them to show
that in the first place there was no analy-
sis. It took days to prepare it after I asked
the question: and, therefore, the decision to
increase the deposit from' £50 to £100 was
not on account of the analysis. Secondly,
as I have endeavoured to show, the experi-
ence Is that even had an analysis been
made, it gave no justification for an in-
crease in the minimum standard deposit.
In other words the whole reply was, to
say the least of it, unworthy of any Min-
ister; and I am certain some senior mem-
bers of Cabinet would agree with that.
The deductions and percentages I have
given are taken from the exact figures
that have been supplied to me. I am en-
titled to hope or expect that they would
be correct in any event.

To continue with the matter of housing:
First of all-and this, of course, is typical
of the Government-a project to cost
£430,000, at an estimate, to cater for many
types of applicants, was on the drawing
boards at the State Housing Commission.
An area of land had been specifically
acquired by the Housing Commission. As

a matter of fact it was offered to the
Housing Commission by the architect re-
sponsible for most of the fiats that have
been built in recent days by private enter-
prise; because he felt it was such a beau-
tiful site on the Swan River looking over
towards the city and that the project
might be a bit big and expensive for pri-
vate enterprise. He saw me as Minister
for Housing and asked me if I was in-
terested. He persuaded me to have the
matter investigated. An examination was
made by the Water Supply Department
with regard to the levels and the matter
of foundations, and weights that could be
taken were also considered. As I have
said, the preliminary drawing board work
was undertaken and the project wvas pub-
licly announced.

True to its form, however, this Govern-
ment, seeking to erase any memory of the
Previous Government, cancelled that pro-
ject, and we find now there is to be a
humble block of 44 units erected in South
Perth for widows. The giant structure I
have mentioned, I might say, was also to
Provide accommodation for single persons,
including widows, spinsters, and the rest.
But can anybody imagine 44 of these per-
sons who have suffered bereavement be-
Ing herded together in the one building?
In order to complete the whole structure
it would Probably need a wailing wall as
well!

Surely people in those circumstances
should be intermingled with other people-
two and three-unit families and the like?
That was the intention in the giant pro-
ject of which I have spoken. But this
Government gave no thought whatever to
these unfortunate women who had lost
their breadwinner. Surely, in elementary
town planning, to say the least, one should
at all costs avoid a situation such as that!
But it would have been too much for the
present Minister for Housing. I suppose,
to suffer the indignity of proceeding
with the Project that had already been
Publicly announced. This Government
imagines it is doing a mighty job for
home-ownership. It is unfortunately going
out of its way to sell as many Common-
wealth-State rental homes as it possibly
can. The inducement is that a person
can obtain a house ever so much sooner
by applying for a Purchase home, than by
applying for a rental home.

I do not want it to be thought that I
am opposed to home ownership, so in
order to anticipate interjections let me say
this: During the six years of office of
the Previous Liberal-Country Party Gov-
ernment there were 460 homes built for
sale under the State Housing Act, or an
average of 176 a year. During the five
Years of the succeeding Labor Govern-
ment-I have only figures for those five
years--we constructed 2,798 houses for
sale, or an average of 560 a year, as
against 76 a year built by the previous
Government. This Is the scheme under
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which homes are made available for sale
to workers on a humble deposit. The
Workers' Homes Act was the origin of the
State Housing Act.

I am mentioning that to indicate the
Labor Government did everything possible
with regard to home ownership; but the
Liberal-Country Party Grovernment devoted
its energies almost exclusively to the con-
struction of purchase homes, and only a
few weeks before It went out of office did
it make an attempt to sell rental homes.

I want to make a plea to this Govern-
ment, without any political party rancour,
that it should cause a study to be made
of the housing situation in the State. It
is surely obvious to everybody that the
number of rental units of accommodation
are rapidly vanishing. The old places are
being converted into industrial or com-
mercial premises, or else they are being
bulldozed to make way for some other type
of construction.

Private enterprise is building no homes
for rental purposes, apart from some fiats.
Therefore the State, with an increasing
population and with a diminishing number
of private houses for rental purposes, must
be the builder of rental homes. It is no
use for anybody to develop the idea that
there will be an ideal state of affairs if
everybody owns his own home. For in-
stance, in the U.S.A. the experience is that
one person out of very five changes his
place of abode in every 12 months. There
will always be a need in the metropolitan
area, as well as in country towns, for rental
accommodation. If this Government per-
sists with its policy of selling all, or as
many of the homes as possible, as a con-
dition of the applicants gaining possession
quickly, or of encouraging sales too vigor-
ously of houses which at the present
moment are being rented, we will reach
the stage when the State will be in real
trouble in the housing sense.

Let me mention some of the categories
for whom provision must be made-the
aged, those who are invalids or suffer from
physical disability, or even those who are
mentally weaker than they ought to be.
There is the human or semi-charitable side
to be considered, as well as the social
service work. Accommodation must be
found for persons in those categories. All
of us, as members of Parliament, know
only too well there are many divorced
women with children, deserted wives and
widows, as well as die facto arrangements.
Very few of these people are In a position
to purchase a home; it would be com-
pletely beyond them to attend to the neces-
sary maintenance, even if they were able
to find the humble deposit.

There are the part-employed and the
totally unemployed in this community at
all times. They are human beings still,
and they are In need of shelter. There
are the seasonal workers who move from
place to place In this State and for whom

accommodation must be found. Nothing
is better or sounder than to provide ac-
commodation for such people, so that they
can be with their families instead of being
separated.

There are others in our community who
are subject to transfers--members of the
Police Force, schoolteachers, r ailw a y
workers, bank officers, employees of stock
and station agents, etc. Local authorities,
because of changing personnel and turn-
over in employment, or because of ex-
pansion of operations, must have rental
homes available in the towns so that they
can attract additional workers. I am also
aware of the problems of business people,
particularly in very small towns.

Many, or all of us, believe in de-
centralisation, although there is very little
we can do about the matter. Some people
are prepared to sacrifice the bright lights
of the city In order to go to the country
to obtain some advance in their employ-
ment. Surely some accommodation should
be made available for them and their
families.

If I may revert to the schoolteachers:
One of them in Perth may be compelled
to purchase a home, but the next year he
may be transferred to Bunbury. He will
have to dispose of his Perth home In order
to purchase one in Eunbury. He may stay
there for a couple of years before he is
transferred to Northam. He then has to
sell his Bunbury house and look for
another one in Northam. The position
is totally preposterous.

There are other occasions when, in
order to meet the needs of certain indus-
tries such as the Icwinana Oil Refinery
and various timber centres, it is considered
desirable to have a considerable number
of rental homes available to cater for the
people employed in those industries. in
some instances, like Wittenoom, no em-
ployee in that Industry would think of
purchasing a house there; but rental
accommodation must be made available to
the employees in that industry.

it is sometimes necessary to have
mobility of labour so that as circumstances
alter the housing needs of the people can
be met with the utmost expedition and
smoothness, as they move from one point
of the compass to the other.

It has been estimated by the authorities
that in Australia the requirement is, and
always will be for somewhere between 25
per cent. and 30 per cent. of our popula-
tion to be provided with rental accom-
modation.

I appeal to the Government to Provide
such accommodation, because I can see
this problem arising. I have mentioned
this aspect of housing at several con-
ferences of State Ministers. Let us look
at the situation. Under the State Hous-
ing Act, every house which is built is
erected for sale. Every house built under
the war service homes scheme is erected for
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purchase. Those who are occupiers of
rental homes are able to purchase them if
they want to, without any urging or con-
ditions before they take possession. In
many cases they prefer to accept the
house on a rental basis.

The building societies are constructing
houses for the purpose of sale. All of
these building organisations which adver-
tise so freely in the newspapers are also
building houses for sale, and not for ren-
tal purposes. Everybody will agree with
me that private enterprise is not building
houses for rental at present. I repeat and
insist that It is only to the Government
that these 25 to 30 per cent. of the people
in Australia, who will always require ren-
tal accommodation, can look to provide
their housing needs. As a matter of fact,
in the United States of America-the home
of private enterprise, ownership, and the
rest of it-the estimate is that 40 per cent.
of the people need and will always need
rental accommodation of some sort to be
provided for them.

Therefore, do not let any of us, bellow-
ing political shibboleths or catch-cries,
talk about this home-ownership business
to the exclusion of everything else. Where
a person is desirous of acquiring a house or
purchasing a house on easy terms over a
period, there are ample facilities, and
nobody should be denied. But for good-
ness' sake let us be realists and have
somne regard for the situation which is
developing in Western Australia at the
presenit moment and which is being accen-
tuated because of the activity of this
Government in virtuaally forcing the pur-
chase of many Ahomes upon unwilling
people-those who would prefer to rent
homes, in the first place.

I can perhaps be accused of political
bias in my next remarks with possibly,
some validity; but, at the same time-

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has five minutes.

Mr. GRAHAM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I would like a little longer. I would ask
the Government to have a look at this
situation: There are those fine industries
at Kwinana-the oil refinery and Broken
Hill Pty. Ltd. However, for all time, the
people of Western Australia are denied the
use of some couple of miles of foreshore
and beaches. I think it would have been
far better for the township of Kwinana
to be added to Rockingham and Safety
Bay, and for the oil refinery to be removed
from the beach, some little distance-per-
haps a few hundred yards. That would
not have Interfered with the works in any
way. It would Just need a narrow reser-
vation for the pipes, etc., to connect the
wharves with the refinery itself.

Mr. Court: What about the safety fac-
tor?

Mr. GRAHAM: What about it?
Mr. Court: That Is vital in a refinery, of

all1 Places.

Mr. GRAHAM: It is Possible to have a
buff er around it. In any event, that does
not ,top oil tanks from being erected
over the road from existing nouses at
Kwinana; and nearly 600 or 700 people
work there every day of the week.

Mr. Court: Under strong supervision.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is so; but nobody
is suggesting that the community in
general should be allowed to roam back-
wards. and forwards in and out of the fac-
tory. It is merely a matter of siting. For
all time a couple of miles of beach has
been denied the people.

In regard to the Chevron-Hilton Hotel,
more Crown reserve is being given to pri-
vate enterprise. There are, no doubt,
some industries. or activities that would
like the Parliament House site, the Obser-
vatory site, the Perth Oval site, the Espla-
nade, or something of that nature.
Because they have the capital, and because
we wvant the economic activity, is it right
we should allow them to make these in-
cursions into the public estate? It does
not stop there.

I do not know how far this has gone, but
there has been an announcement in re-
gard to Bunbury. An investing hotel con-
cern is apparently interested in acquiring
some Class "A" reserve to establish a super
hotel. That, no doubt, is desirable as
Bunbury is a very pleasant place. But we
can go on and on sacrificing the public
estate. lAcok at. the Key W.1.est project. I
do not know much about it, but it appears
from plans which have been published
that there will be some Intrusion upon.
the foreshore. If it has not gone too far,
I hope and trust the Government will take
appropriate steps to see there is a halt
called to this type of thing; otherwise all
of the delightful places will be lost to us.

I wonder what the position would be if
I came along with a few million pounds
and proposed erecting a luxury hotel oppo-
site the war memorial? I cannot think
of a mnore magnificent site in Western Aus-
tralia for the building of a hotel; but
surely it would be wrong for us to give up
that site merely for the sake of getting a
few million pounds spent on the erection
of a luxury hotel in the city of Perth. I
think the Government would be well ad-
vised to have a look at the situation.

M~r. Brand: On the question of the
Chevron site, there was a recommenda-
Lion of a select committee, headed by Mr,
Wise, that it be set aside for Public build-
ings.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is the whole point.
I do not think Governments can go on
disposing of the public estate to the ex-
tent that has been done; otherwise, extra
resumptions will be required for the ever-
expanding activities of the Government.
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Mr. Bovell: Parliament has already
agreed that the land on which the Chev-
ron-Hilton hotel is to be erected should be
sold.

Mr, GRAHAM: Here again we have the
same element saying that I do not know
anything about it. The Minister for Lands
is using words in the hope that I will mis-
interpret him. I know it was proposed
to be sold to the Commonwealth, but still
for Crown purposes.

Mr. Bovell: Not all of it.
Mr. GRAHAM: I have no knowledge

whatsoever of any action being taken to
dispose of the land for private business
purposes for the matter of investment.
Might I say here, if my time is almost ex-
hausted, I would like a few minutes
longer. I assure the Premier I will not
impose if I am given a short extension to
cover the several matters I desire to.

Extension of Time

MVR. TONKIN: I move-
That the honourable member's

time be extended.
Motion put and passed.

Debate Resumned
Mr. GRAHAM: I have mentioned those

four examples; and if they continue, then
I am certain the position will become ex-
ceedingly serious if there is a competition
between Governments. It will be said that
the Liberals did it here on public estate:
Labour can go one better and say it will
make a site available somewhere else for
private business purposes - something
which is a valuable section of the public
estate, as is being done at the Present
moment.

Mr. Bovell: Your Government did the
same thing.

Mr. Fletcher: We do not believe in pubs
being in close proximity to Government
House.

Mr. Bovell: The Deputy Leader of the
opposition offered land to anybody 'who
would establish an industry in Western
Australia.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am aware of what took
place, of certain statutes, and the manner
in which land is acquired by Government;
but I am unaware of the previous Govern-
ment offering a Class "A" reserve to
private investment for the purpose of
establishing business concerns. All of MY
comments in respect of this subject are,
no doubt, directed against Liberal Govern-
ments of the past and of the present; but,
at the same time, what I am seeking to do
is to impress upon the Government and
ask it to do somte stocktaking to see that
the public asset is not disposed of for
trading purposes. I will say no more in
respect of that matter.

If we can move from the sublime to the
ridiculous, I will refer to the median strip
in Stirling Highway. It is a terrible thing
the Government has done. In order to
meet the political convenience of one of
its members, the Government has halted
the work on one of our major highways.
True, there have been Protests fromt in-
terested parties.

I well remember that the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition, when Minister for
Works, had median strips constructed in
Canning Highway on the Fremantle side
of Canning Bridge. If my observations
serve me right, two out of every three
intersections were closed off because of the
median strips; and the business people
and some of the local residents wvere a
little excited for a time but then got over
it. The median strips remain; and every-
one admits that they are wonderful inno-
vations, serving a great purpose. The
strange part of it was that those median
strips were constructed in the electorate
of a Labor member, Mr. Gaffy, the member
for Canning, others being in the Minister's
own electorate. But he was not going to be
frightened by a few People screaming. The
project was examined thoroughly before a
decision, was made, and I hope and trust
that the pretent Minister did so in regard
to the Stirling Highway strips.

However, in order to satisfy the member
for Claremont, it was decided, af ter £5,070
had been spent, that the remaining work
to the extent of £1,430 should not be under-
taken-purely and simply because of
Political considerations.

Mr. Crommelin: How* much of the strips
is in the electorate of Claremont?

Mr. GRAHAM; Here we have this at-
tempt to deceive without telling a false-
hood. There may not be very much which
would be actually in the electorate of
Claremont; but quite a lot of people who
are residents and voters in Claremont are
concerned about it.

Mr. Brand: It was not done for the
member for Claremont.

Mr. GRAHAM: I have some knowledge
of the Main Roads Department and it
Is thorough in its observations. The
bulk of the protests received have been in
respect of the closing off of through roads
which are virtually intersecting Stirling
Highway. In all cases they are not oppo-
site one another, but it is standard practice
to endeavour to remove through roads as
much as possible: end this was being done
in Stirling Highway.

In addition, in order that there might
be a flow of two lanes of traffic in botha
directions, without being impeded by the
omnibuses which pause from time to time,
because the highway could not be widened
to provide the bus bays, the median strip
was made to curve to give additional width
where bus bays were necessary. Under
the circumstances, that is all that could
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be done. But, I repeat, because of political
expediency to suit one member of this
Parliament, a halt has been called to that
work.

Mr. Brand: Way off the target.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is another indica-
tion, surely, of the smallness and pettiness
of this Government which has been re-
vealed in so many instances. Why, earlier,
it gloated over the fact that it occupied
almost a full front page of the morning
newspaper because it changed the name
of the Golden West Bridge to the Narrows
Bridge. Another example is when the
Minister for Housing put up everything,
as I say, except, a wailing wall, because
of his sadistic satisfaction in dispensing
with the announced £430,000 flat project.
Those are the actions of small men and a
petty Government. The Path of this Gov-
ernment, already run halfway, is strewn
with many examples of this paltry type
of behaviour,

Just one or two observations with regard
to the activities under the administration
of the Minister for Transport. Filrst of all,
let me tell him that had I been Minister
for Transport there would have been no
booms placed across the roadway outside
certain schools. I am not over-concerned
about the cost: but if he cares to have
some regard for the figures, he will find
that accidents and fatalities in respect of
schoolchildren occur away from the
schools, and that probably the safest place
for them is outside the schools themselves.
The safest circumstances exist when there
arec many children crossing the road. The
danger period is when the isolated child
darts across the road.

The Minister is aware that when, thanks
to his invitation, the member for Mt-
Lawley and I were in Beaufort Street,
outside Perth College, together with the
Main Roads Department wagons, Ministers
of the Crown, members of Parliament.
departmental officers, and at least 100
schoolchildren, notwithstanding the boom
and red flags, and the fact that children
had started to make their way across the
street, a truck went straight through. The
driver did not see the booms. I felt sorry
for that driver when~ a policeman hopped
into a car and went after him. I do not
know what happened to the driver; but
that is the fact.

Children crossing under those circum-
stances, with a barrier operating, can be
given a totally false sense of security at
a place which I repeat is comparatively
safe compared with crossings elsewhere.
The Minister does not have to take my
word for this-I am trusting to my
memory-but I believe that the majority of
schoolchildren who are involved in
vehicular accidents are away from their
schools and not outside them. I ask him
therefore to study the situation again

before embarking on an extensive pro-
gramme in connection with these booms
on pedestrian crossings adjacent to
schools.

There is another matter in connection
with the Minister for Transport; and I
have been waiting for a reply from him
with regard to it. It is a new idea
associated with parking restrictions in my
district. There is a whole length of street
-I would not like to mention exactly how
far, but I would say it is about 200 ft.-
which has a permanent parking ban to
suit, not the requirements of the street,
but the requirements of a business on the
other side of the road. We place parking
restrictions in Perth, the suburbs, and
country towns to allow the orderly flow of
traffic. Hut in this instance the restriction
has been placed in order that the firm of
Gordon & Gotch, at the corner of Edward
and Pier Streets, East Perth, might
manoeuvre its vehicles in and out. That
is an abuse of ministerial power. Gordon
& Gotch should be compelled to make
some adjustment to the entrances to Its
establishment and not inconvenience the
local people.

It would be a fine kettle of fish if, int
order to suit the requirements of Boans
and Bairds, and the rest of them, parking
bans were placed on the opposite side of
streets adjacent to those establishments
to enable vehicles to turn and manoeuvre
into narrow entrances. That situation
would not be countenanced for one
moment; so why should it be allowed in my
humble electorate of Eas~t Perth? iL think
it is a classic. I imagine it is the only
occasion when it has occurred: a ban In
front of people's homes to suit require-
ments of a firm over the road-a firm
which should be compelled to make neces-
sary adjustments to its own premilses,

This is not, I hope, another instance
of this Government bending over back-
wards to oblige business interests without;
having regard for the ordinary small
people in a community-humble dwellers
in humble homes in this particular in-
stance, to say nothing of the many people
who would like to park near the town to
avoid having to go closer and pay.

One other domestic matter before I get
to the point on which I desire to conclude;
I have addressed questions to the Minister
for Education and in recent days have for-
warded a letter attached to which were the
signatures of quite a number of parents
of children attending the East Perth
State School. That Is a school which has
approximately 300 children in attendance.
The entire area of the ground is two
acres, and quite a number of buildings
occupy a portion of that area. In the
corner is a building that was once an
infants' school. It is now Proposed that
this shall be fenced off: and this one-time
infants' school is to become annexed to
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what is known as Bennett House, to pro-
vide temporary accommodation for natives
-and I do not criticise them in any
respect whatsoever-who are required to
come to Perth to receive medical atten-
tion. This excision will mean a lessen-
ing of the area by about a quarter of an
acre. Those children are already cramped.
it will be necessary to move the basketball
court-which, in turn, will affect the
general open space of the playing area
of these kiddies.

Quite a number of the children are
coloured children; many of them are new
Australian children and the bulk of the
remainder come from ordinary working
homes. Surely they are entitled to con-
sideration not less than that granted to
children in other areas? I would have
imagined the tendency would be to open
up the playing space rather than con-
fine it; and surely it is desirable, and
not beyond the Government, to provide
some decent building accommodation for
those unfortunate coloureds who come to
the metropolitan area in need of special
medical treatment. Those natives will be
banging over the fence. Goodness knows
what will travel backwards and forwards:
Some of the native children will no doubt
bave trachoma; handkerchiefs will be
dropped, and basketballs will go over the
f ence.

Space is already limited, But to limit
further the playing area is not fair to the
children; and the people of East Perth
are incensed over the situation. Appeals
have been made to the Minister for Native
Welfare; and I hope that the Minister for
E9ducation-there is nothing party-political
about this-as custodian of the children
who are attending the school, will give the
matter some attention and spare the
children from that which they fear. I
understand it is very close to the action
being taken, and I would therefore ask the
Minister to examine the matter at the
earliest possible moment.

I commenced my remarks by stating that
there were certain factors and elements
which were most unhealthy, and that it
Is unfair that the people of Western Aus-
tralia are unable to learn of what is being
done by Parliament and being said by its
parliamentarians. The public is entitled
to know this, whether members speak corn-
monsense or whether they speak so much
tommyrot. The public is entitled to know
what its members are saying and doing
about particular matters. Because this is
not so, members, somewhat naturally, be-
come a little concerned.

All in all, notwithstanding the suppres-
sion by the Press, we have, in my experi-
ence of politics in Western Australia, a
more unhealthy atmosphere than has ever
prevailed previously. I sense-and none of
it, I repeat, is of my making-more bitter-
ness, more restiveness, More class con-
sciousness today than ever before-and

that includes the depression period-and
it stems from the activities of this Gov-
ernment.

I do not intend to recite-as I could,
without reference to notes-about 50 or
more actions and activities by this Gov-
ernment in assisting businesses and inter-
ests; but on every occasion when it has
involved the plain ordinary person in the
community, there has been no sympathy
and no helpful attitude whatsoever. We
find this get-tough, this killer attitude.

Mr. Roberts: We were accused of being
squibs the other night.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is so. I say it is
most unfortunate that at the present
moment there is no such th*ng as pairs
in this Parliament. Pairs are an arrange-
ment, an understanding between the Gov-
ernment and the Opposition. They are
what one might term the subject of a
gentleman's agreement; and it is impos-
sible to have a gentleman's agreement un-
less there are gentlemen who are subject
to agreement. If an undertaking is given
in this Parliament by a member of the
Government-indeed, a senior member of
the Government-that in the event of
certain circumstances prevailing this Gov-
ernment will be bound to do certain things.
and those things are not done, then
surely the offended party-in this case the
Opposition-is entitled to examine the
situation. If we cannot be treated as
gentlemen by Ministers, then they can-
not expect to be treated as gentlemen by
US.

I say it would be a terrible thing, which
would not help politics in Western Aus-
tralia, if some of the customs and
courtesies of the past were lost because of
the attitude of temporary office-holders.
It is perfectly obvious that a new concept,
a new set of ethics, is pervading the poli-
tical atmosphere of Western Australia.

This may be taken personally, if one
wishes: I stated last year-and I do not
mind repeating it-that, in my opinion.
the worst thing that could have happened
to this Parliament was when the people
of Nedlands elected their present member.
on his entering this House, and more par-
ticularly. on his accession to a ministerial
post, it is obvious in the decisions of this
Government that the voice of St. George's
Terrace is the determining factor; and
that this Governent can do anything and
everything and get away with it because
a portion of St. George's Terrace-to wit.
Newspaper House - Is playing the role
which it has played so successfully.

We are reaching the stage where we
have a despotic Government; a Govern-
ment that is insensitive to public appeals;
a Government which lives and thrives on
deceit, and lack of knowledge on the part
of the people. it is hand in glove with
the newspapers of which I have spoken,
and the monthly publication that goes
with them. It is as plain as a pikestaff
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to members who have been in the House
over a period that the change in that at-
mosphere, in the attitude of member to
member across the Chamber since the
political event of which I have already
made mention, is apparent, I think it is
a terrible thing-

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The fault is all
on that side.

Mr. GRAHAM: No; we on this side of
the House would be recreant to our trust
if we did not voice a protest in connection
with the matter. This dishonesty can go
on only because the newspapers permit it
to go on. I can give an example In sub-
stantiation of that. There was an an-
nouncemnent in the Daily News the other
evening by the Minister for Housing. I
quote from the Daily News of the 18th
August as follows--

Commission Will Take Your Ideas.
For some State Housing Commlis-

sion applicants the old days of a
limited choice in housing is ending.

Soon, applicants will be able to
select the design, type of material
from which their home will be built,
colour trim-and ask for their fav-
oured hot water and cooking ap-
pliances.

This was the announcement, and it oc-
cupied some prominence in the Paper.
That has been in existence and has been
the policy of the State Housing Commis-
sion for the last four years.

Mr. Roberts: What about the electric
stoves in Bunbury? Did the people have
an opportunity of choosing what they
wanted?

Mr. GRAHAM: I did not go out of my
way to elaborate on it; It was not news-
worthy at the time. But because the then
member for Dale and the then member for
Nedlands were in Opposition, and sug-
gested that there should be some reduc-
tion In the Personnel of the State Housing
Commission-the housing situation had
been reasonably adequately met-I Indi-
cated that the housing commission was
giving attention now to greater detail to
meet individual requirements. I was not
preparing a public statement but I said
something like this--

In regard to the question of adminis-
tration, referred to by the member for
Dale and the member for Nedlands.
the position is at the present time
that more attention is given to in-
dividual requirements. Far more people
are building houses on their own
blocks in accordance with their own
plans and designs; homes are built of
materials of the applicant's own choos-
ing and even during the course of
building activities departures from
plans can be made by way of installa-
tions, etc. All this takes up more time
in administrationl.

A member of a Labor Government could
not get away with this sort of thing; but
here, just four Years after the event, we-
have the Minister announcing something
that has been In existence in his own de-
partment for the period I have mentioned-.
The remarks I have just quoted were some
impromptu remarks I made on the 17th
October, 1951-

The SPEAKER: The honourable mzem-
ber has another five minutes.

Mr. GRAHAM: -three years ago, and
that had been in operation for a consider-
able period then. But this Is the state of
affairs we have when a Press can do that
sort of thing. As I resume my seat, all x
can say is that If this Government is going
to continue to play party politics that is
class warfare, to the extent that it has.
it can expect not only on the part or
Labor parliamentarians, but also on the
part of the workers of Western Australia
-the salt of the earth-a bitterness that
has not been experienced as long as I can
remember in tbe public affairs of this
State. If that situation Is reached it will
be the creation of this Government. in
its ivory towers this Government would
be unaware of what Is going on. Travelling
between Dalkeith and St. George's Terrace
the Minister would not have a clue as to
what the ordinary people are thinking; but
those of us who are part and parcel of
them know.

I submit this to some of the rank-a nd-
filers, It is an easy matter, and perhaps
temporarily It pays some dividends, for
thaose who sit behind the Government to
make big fellows of themselves by for-
getting the ordinary people In the com-
munity and backing solidly business in-
terests, profiteers, investors and so on-
those who have been taking this country
for a ride in the post-war years. But I
say to them, "You do not talk the language
of the people you are supporting-those
who are the captains of industry, even in
a small city such as Perth." I wonder how
many of those sitting on the other side of
the House would be welcome in the homes
of those people, not whilst they are mem-
bers of Parliament but whilst they are
ordinary citizens of the community. What
little storekeeper over here or school-
teacher over there would be welcome In
some of those homes? They would be
shown the door: the dogs would be turned
on them; they do not know the lives those
people lead; they could not compete with
them.

Mr. Brand: What utter rot!
Mr. Nalder: You are creating class war-

f are.
Mr. GRAHAM: No; I am speaking facts.
Several members interjected.
Mr. Brand: That is the sort of standard

you would like established, and the atmnos-
phere you would like to create.
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Mr. GRAHAM: If members aver there
would pause and think for a moment they
would acknowledge that what I have said
is correct.

Mr. Bovell: You are just creating class
warfare.

Mr. GRAHAM: Those from this side of
the House can go into the homes of any
of the people-

Mr. Brand: Of course you can!
Mr. GRAHAM: - whom we represent.
Mr. Brand: And we can go anywhere,

too.
The SPEARER: Order!
Mr. GRAHAM: We would be as welcome

by those who are officials in our organisa-
tion, as ordinary citizens, as we would be as
members of Parliament. The people
of whom I speak are the people whom
one would find on a trip to Japan this
month; a trip for their daughters or
somebody else around the world in a couple
of months' time; over the Eastern States
for a trip every so often; in their yachts
and crafts between Rottnest and the coast;
living an entirely different type of life.

Several members interjected.
Mr. GRAHAM: I know I have touched

members on the raw; but these are the big
voices behind the Liberal Party; these
are the people who, although small in
number, have no understanding of the
common man.

Mr. Roberts: I thought-
Mr. GRAHAM: If the member for Bun-

bury just thought, it is the first time he
has ever done so since he has been a
member of Parliament.

Mr. Roberts: That is nice coming from
you!

Mr. GRAHAM: They have no thought
for people who have come up the hard
way and who have never deviated from the
line of associating with the ordinary
people of the community. In the hands
of the present Government, and people
like it, if they continue the way they are
going, things will reach such a stage that
there will be hatred, bitterness, and class
warfare which up to date has been prac-
tically non-existent in this State.

Mr. Brand: And which you are trying
to bring about.

Mr. GRAHAM: I speak on behalf of
my people and I am answerable to them.
If the Government is not prepared to pay
some heed for what Is being said, and if
It goes into the situation with its eyes
open, knowing that it will get headlines
in the paper but scarce else except the
plaudits of these people, it has only itself
to blame.

The SPEAKER: Order! The honour-
able member's time has expired.

Government members: Sit down! Listen
to the Speaker.

Mr. GRAHAM: I wonder how many
Speakers there are in this Chamber!

The SPEAKER: Order! The honiourable
member's time has ex pired.

Mr. GRAHAM: With those remarks I
shall resume my seat.

31P. NULSEN (Eyre) [11.7]: 1 would
like to ask the Premier wvhether he intends
to go on.

Mr. Brand: You should have spoken to
your Leader instead of having to listen to
this soap box oratory for half an hour
more than we were supposed to listen to it.

Mr. NULSEN: Very well. I have a few
comments in regard to my own electorate
which I would like to make. I have always
taken a keen interest in natives, and there
is a problem at the moment at Norseman
with respect to these people. As far as
half-castes are concerned, I have always
said that they are the responsibility of the
white man, but we have never taken
that responsibility. However, I shall not
pursue that line of argument this evening.
The few matters that I have to discuss I
shall deal with as quickly as Possible.

At the moment there Is no place at
Norseman for the natives to be housed.
and when they come into the town from
the farms in the malice district, and the
stations around Norseman, for medical
tr~eatment, and the like, even though many
of them could pay for their accommoda-
tion, they cannot get it because of the pig-
mentation of their skin. Consequently the
position is most difficult for them. I ask
the Government to give consideration to
the Plight of these People, especially those
who require medical treatment. I feel that
some accommodation should be made
available for these people who perhaps
have had less education and are not as
accomplished as those who have had an
opportunity of attending schools.

I ask the Minister for Native Welfare
whether it would be possible to build an
ablution block, say about two miles from
Norseman, where these people could go for
a wash and clean-up when they come in
from the outlying districts. Also I am of
the opinion that septic tank facilities
could be Provided as well as a small build-
ing where 20 or 30 of them could be
accommodated for the few days or few
weeks they may have to spend at Norse-
man.

Mr. Perkins: How many of them would
come in?

Mr. NIJISEN: Sometimes 40 or 50
would come in from the various parts of
the district, Particularly the mallee area
where they work on the farms, and also
the various stations around the area.

Those people are entitled to some consid-
eration. I knew one native who worked
for the road board for about 21 years. He
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set a good example, even to many whites
in the district. He kept himself well
dressed and was well behaved in every way.
He eventually left the job he was on. and
I do not know where he is now.

Mr. Perkins: Is there a native reserve
adjacent to that Area?

Mr. NtILSEN: Yes, but there is no
accommodation or ablution block for the
natives.

Mr. Perkins: I have never received a
request for one. However, if you will write
to the department. I will see what I can do
about it.

Mr. NTULSEN: I thank the Minister, and
I will get in touch with him in that regard.
Now that he has made that promise, I
will not go any further with the matter.

Mr. Tonkin: You cannot take any
notice of the promises that are made from
over there.

Mr. NtILSEN: We will see what con-
sideration is given to that matter. I feel
the natives deserve more consideration
than they are getting. They are entitled
to the same rights that we enjoy, especially
if they have had any schooling. I under-
stand that in New South Wales they are
intending to give the natives in that State
an opportunity of improving themselves.
Unfortunately. many natives who already
hold exemption certificates have only to
offend once in order to lose their exemp-
tion rights. I have a newspaper cutting
here about natives, which report came
from Kalgoorlie And has Monday's date
line on it. This article states that work
has just commenced on a block of four flats
on the Laverton reserve. Each flat will
have a 12 ft. square room with a bitumen
floor, a fireplace, and an 8 ft. wide veran-
dah. When completed in mid-September
it will cost £1,150 and will be the only
permanent building on the reserve apart
from a laundry and a male and female
toilet and shower room.

They are now making provision for the
natives on that reserve. I do not know
whether it is the work of the Native Wel-
fare Department or the people of Laverton.
If that is being done at Laverton. I think
the natives at Norseman are entitled to
equal facilities at least.

Mr. Perkins: There are a great many
natives at Laverton.

Mr. NULBEN: Yes; I know all about
that area because it was once included
in my electorate. This article went on to
report that about Christmas time or about
corroboree time a bustling shanty town
springs up which is occupied by about 300
or 400 natives. That does not happen in
Horseman. The Present native population
in Norseman is reported to be about 50.

Mr. Perkins: Most of the natives at
Laverton are not used to living In houses
of any description.

Mr. NULSEN: No; but most of those
that come into Norseman are used to
living in houses because they have
worked either on farms or on stations.

I would like to point out to the Minister
for Water Supplies that the water main
between Kalgoorlie and Norseman is on
the small side. I have spoken on this
subject before, because I heard they were
going to have a 10-inch main as far as
Spargo, and an a-inch from there on. I
advocated the use of a 12-inch main
which would not have cost much more;
only the extra cost of a larger diameter
Pipe. However, it was decided that a
10-inch and an 8-inch pipeline was suffi-
cient. The people at Norseman are now
asking for a reservoir to be built as an
emergency measure because of the small
diameter of the pipeline.

I think the Minister for Health heard
their protests in this regard when he
Passed through Norseman about two
months ago. I would like to hear some-
thing definite about the provision of a
reservoir, because the people are very
concerned about the position. I am sorry
the Minister for Water Supplies is not
present in the Chamber at the moment.
because I would like to point out to him
that Norseman people have done a great
deal to help themselves. They have built
a swimming pool with the aid of the
mining companies. They have also put
down a bowling green and tennis courts.
and all of those areas are fitted with
electric light.

Mr. W. Hegney: Did they not get any
Government subsidy for the swimming
pool?

Mr. NULSEN: No; they did not, because
the swimming pool was built before that
practice was established. I1 have here a
note on the water supply position at
Norseman, and in order to save as much
time as possible, I will read it out to
members. It is as follows:-

I wish to draw your attention to
the fact that the people of Norseman
have not as yet received any en-
couraging news re the reservoir as
requested.

The Minister knows all about that, and
I feel he is sympathetic. I hope his
sympathy will produce some action and
that the people at Norseman will have
their reservoir very soon. I will continue
to quote this note-

My Sportsmen's Council are con-
cerned about the matter and sincerely
request that you use any method you
think fit to draw attention to the
need for the reservoir for Norseman
as requested.

I might mention that if and when
the reservoir is ranted, we can go
ahead and plan to use the No. 3 dam
for grassing the oval.



[ASSEMBLY.)

I think that was understood by the Min-
ister. Continuing-

We have sufficient money at our
disposal to do so.

Another fact concerning the present
playing field at Norseman is: Four
sportsmen playing football have sus-
tained broken legs; there have been
a couple of broken collarbones and
a broken hand: all attributed to the
cement-like surface of the oval.

If you think further deputations or
the likec would be useful, we con!fi-
dently leave the matter to you to
decide.

I consider it is very important to give
the young people of any district all the
facilities that are possible. The Minister
can fully understand the position because
he was at Norseman for many years. He
understands the psychology of the people
in that town: and he also knows that.
generally speaking, the community is very
aware of its responsibility in regard to the
welfare of young people.

With the exception of a few complaints
I wish to raise, the education facilities in
the district are very good. At Norsemnan
there Is a school of mines as well as a
junior high school. Therefore, educa-
tionally, Norseman is not badly served.
There is also a convent school in the town-
ship; and, recently, many children were
successful in passing their Leaving Certifi-
cate examination after receiving their edu-
cation at that school. This facility there-
fore saves the parents of those children a
great deal of expense in sending them to
other parts to complete their education.

I now wish to deal with the increase in
rail freights, especially as it affects the
production of pyrites. If any increase is
made on the cartage of pyrites to the
metropolitan area it will put the Norse-
man goidmines out of production.

Mr. Court: There will be no increase on
the rail freight for pyrites.

Mr. NIILSEN: If there is any increase on
that freight rate, the local production of
pyrites will be wiped out altogether, and
that will mean that 110 men will be thrown
out of employment. The result will
be a great loss to the Norseman township
because those men and their families will
be forced to leave the district in order to
seek other employment. They feel that
the Minister for Railways will at least-

Mr. Brand: We have already decided
that there will be no increase in the rail
freights on pyrites.

Mr. NUL.SEN: I hope there will be no in-
crease.

Mr. Court: We have already announced
that there will be no increases made on the
freight charges for pyrites.

Mr. NtILSEN: That is only for the time
being.

Mr. Court: Until the whole of the pyrites
question has been resolved, and that Is all
they ask for as an industry.

Mr. NtTLhEN: I must stress that the
People of Norseman are very concerned
about the Position. Esperance will soon
have a superphosphate factory of its own.
Esperance is only 125 miles from
Norsemnan, where the pyrites are produced;
and if a superphosphate works were estab-
lished at Esperance it would be most
economical for the State. For one thing.
it would save the importation of brimstone.
If war ever broke out again, and the
pyrites industry was closed down, it would
be, disastrous for the State. The com-
pany has spent about £150,000 on
plant and machinery in order to get the
Production up to the figure it is at the
moment. The Pyrites Produced at Norse-
man is of high grade and the industry can
produce all the sulphuric acid that this
State requires.

I wish now to pay a tribute to Mr. P.
Charleslie, the general manager. He is a
metallurgist by profession and has man-
aged these mines for many Years. If it
were not for him the pyrites mine would
have been closed down quite a long time
ago. Mr. Charleslie is also the general
manager of the coppc-r mine at Ravens-
thorpe. The copper mine has also been
aL great asset to the whole of the area
from which copper concentrates are carted
for export to Japan and other places.
Accordingly I hope something will be done
to see that pyrites, at least, are exempt
from any Increase in freight rates.

I would now like to read a note dealing
with freight increases. It reads as fol-
low:-

I have been instructed to draw your
attention to the freight rates increase
on the W.A.GE. It will serve to close
the Norseman Gold Mine and Iron
ing Mine & Plant displacing 110

men. The People at Norseman are
very concerned at the thought of this
happening with the consequent unem-
ployment. Please use every effort to
bring this forcibly to the Minister's
and Parliament's notice.

I would now direct a few remarks to-
wards the question of education. I think
the Minister is fairly well acquainted with
the Position in that locality. As he knows,
the People there require accommodation
of at least two more classrooms if Possible.
At the Present time a class is held at the
back of the R.S.L. hall which consists
Partly of a concrete floor. It Is not too
well built; and, In consequence, in the
winter it is very cold, and in the summer
it is very hot. I might Point out that
not even a blackboard is provided,
and members will appreciate the signifi-
cance of this when I say that 30 young
children are receiving instruction. Acc-
ordingly, as far as accommodation Is
concerned, I think something should be
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done as soon as possible. The parents and
citizens' association interviewed the Min-
ister for Health, and I think he comnmuni-
cated their request to the Minister for
Education.

There is also a request from the
people there that a science room be
provided at the primr-y school. A further
request is made asking that the surface
of the playground be bituminised. This
seams reasonable enough, because the area
is very dusty, and a bitumninised play-
ground would be a great asset. As I have
mentioned, so far as education is con-
cerned these people have all the facilities
that are necessary. They have a junior
high school, a school of mines, and a conk-
vent. As far as I am aware, they require
an additional classroom. I say this ad-
visedly because I know a request has al-
ready been made to the Minister for
Education for at least two classrooms.

I would like to read a further note I
have here which wviil indicate that these
remarks come not from me but from the
people of Norseman. The children are
housed in a room with a part concrete
floor; they have no blackboard, which is
usually provided by the Education Depart-
inent. In 1958 the Public Works Depart-
mnent took a list of deficiencies and re-

quirements, but so far nothing has been
done or anything heard from them. Hired
accommodation has been used since 1956,
including a substandard shed that has
been condemned. Now they are using the
back of the R.S.L. hall. 'These People haive-
put up with such conditions for a very
long time and I hope the Minister will
do something to remedy their difficulties
as soon as possible.

There is a footnote here which states
that there is a very urgent need for a
science room. I do not remember their
having mentioned that to the Minister
for Health, but I daresay they discovered
the necessity later. I have already men-
tioned the necessity for the surface of the
playground to be bituminised. There are
other matters to which I am sure the
Minister for Education will give urgent
consideration, and I hope that next year
the department will provide a classroom.
and a science room for the primary school

atNorseman.

I wish now to say something about the
Ravensthorpe-Esperance road; but I do
not want the Commissioner of Main
Roads, Mr. Dighy Leach, to think that we
have not apppreciated what he has done
in that area. I wish also to thank the
ex-Minister for Works for his assistance
when he was Minister. We have really
done quite well, because we have had a
road built from Coolgardle through to
Esperance. But the Ravensthorpe road is
a busy one which carries very heavy traffic.
The copper concentrates Z mentioned are
being carted on that road, and the loads
carried are from 10 to 12 tons.

I must stress the very important fact
that in the winter months that road will
not stand up to heavy traffc. That is
particularly important at, the moment,
because a larg-e company has just taken
up a big lease to mine magnesite. This
will mean that the road will have a tre-
mendous amount of heavy traffic running
across it; and 'if the wors, parts of it are
not bituminised, not only wi--l the traffic
be held up, but tihe e::.porc of copper con-
centrates and oif magnesite v.211 be hamn-
pered. Apart fromi anyt hing else, the,
biturninising of this road is important
from the point of view of the economic
development of the region.

The Minister for Education and I were
down there a few months ago, and we saw
the development that was taking Place at
that time. The new American company is
spending, immediately, almost £250,000 on
the wvest side of Norseman, which will be
the road they will ume in and out of
E-sperance. That is a very important road.
Another handicap that ought to be men-
tioned is the fact that the school-bus has
not been ablie to negotiate the road dur-
ing the winter months and, consequently
the School children have not been able to
get to school. Accordingly, I hope the
Commissioner of Main Roads, in conjunc-
tion with the Minlister controlling roads,
wvill ensure that at least the worst parts of
that road are bituminised to take the
necessary traffic.

Mr. Wild: We will do everything that is
fit acid proper.

Mr. NULSEN: I have here a copy of a
letter from the Esperance Chamber of
Commerce to the Minister for Works which
reads as follows:-

Re E-sperance-Ravensthorpe Road.-
This Chamber is extremely con-

cerned at the inadequacy of the
Present Esperance-Ravensthorpe road
to cope with traffic requirements for
that district.

As You are aware, traffic on this
road has increased beyond all expecta-
tion over the last two or three years
and ordinary general and tourist
traffic has been greatly Supplemented
by heavy transport vehicles hauling
copper concentrates to this Port for
shipment, and at an early date a com-
mencement is to be made on hauling
magnesite from Ravensthorpe to this
port. With the recent rains this road
was totally untraffickable and all
traffic had to be suspended including
a school bus.

This Chamber requests that Im-
mediate priority be given to sufficient
funds being made available to have
this road made as an all-weather road
complete with bitumen sealing from.
Esperance to Ravensthorpe as soon as
Practicable.

67L



[ASSEMBLY.)

It is considered that the amount of
£40,000 made available for the present
financial year is totally inadequate
for a project of such magnitude and
such a vital importance to the exis-
tence of the area bounded by Ravens-
thorpe and Esperance.

Trusting this vital matter will re-
ceive immediate consideration,

We are lucky to have the standard of
roads found in Western Australia, and the
Main Roads Department is to be com-
mended for its wonderful work. I have
travelled over many roads in the Eastern
States, on which more money was expended
than on similar roads in this State, but
they cannot be compared with our roads.

I want to refer to the East-West Road
and to the proposal to seal it. The member
for Pilbara and the member for Kimberley
adversely criticised that plan. The people
of Norseman and the goldfields want it
to be carried out, and on not one
occasion have I heard any of them say that
the road should not be bituminised. I
have the highest respect for those two
honourable members. They are quite right
in trying to do all they can for their elec-
torates; but it is not fair for them to stymie
the East-West highway proposal, the im-
plementation of which is vitally necessary
for the development of this State. I dis-
agree with the remarks uttered by those
two honourable members, as no doubt they
disagree with mine. if we are to develop
this State we must attract people.

Esperance has the second largest hinter-
land of any port in this State. It serves
centres as far as Laverton. Leonora, and
Lawlers, although in the lastmentioned.
centre there are not many people. I have
always advocated the sealing of the East-
West highway, and in this respect I have
had the full co-operation of all motorists.
I consider they are entitled to the con-
venience and safety of a sealed highway
between the Eastern States and Western
Australia. Furthermore, such a road would
enable families to travel comfortably by
car between capital cities much cheaper
than by other means of transport. The
rest centres. along the road are not very
far apart, and it is a road which can cater
for the tourist trade.

We should do everything possible to
encourage the tourist industry and tourists
from the Eastern States. The isolation of
Western Australia needs to be broken
down, and one way is to provide a traffick-
able road from the Eastern States. The
distance between Norseman and Adelaide
is only about half the total distance be-
tween Perth and Sydney, so only half of
the total distance of the road remains to
be sealed.

A good highway between this State and
the Eastern States would be an excellent
advertisement for the South and South-
West portions of the State. it will not be

many years before the area from Israelite
Bay to Danbury, Busselton and such
centres 'will carry 10,000,000 sheep and
1,000,000 head of cattle. Unquestionably it
is the most productive part of our State.

I was glad to see the Premier doing his
best to obtain additional funds from the
Commonwealth to seal the East-West
highway. The people of my electorat
have endeavoured for years to press the
various Governments to construct and im-
prove that highway. The estimate of
£ 5,000,000 as the cost to this State Is not
very much. It is only the cost of con-
structing a decent hotel in the Eastern
States, and one of the modern airliners
Cost as much as that figure. Western
Australia has the potential to pay the cost
of the project.

Mr. W. Hegney: The Government will
have enough money from the increased
water rates to seal the East-West highway.

Mr. NULSEN: It is a national highway.
I am sure the Commonwealth Government
will assist financially to seal it. Many
pastoralists have established holdings
along that route, and they have been
there since 1880. The transcontinental
railway line should have been routed along
the road in the first place; but owing to
political expediency, it was taken over the
Nullarbor Plain instead,

Mr. Graham: Political expediency, but
not by a Labor Government.

Mr. NULSEN:, It was suggested that the
East-West Road might have to be deviated
from Balladonia. to Esperance when final
plans are made. I do not advocate that,
because the people of Norsemnan are en-
titled to some of the benefits. The country
around Norseman Is good. although it is
dry. Today productive activities are being
carried on in the Mallee. At one time
this land was condemned and £750,000
was written off, but now it is producing
real wealth.

The member for Merredin-Yilgarn
hoped that if this project was carried out
no legacy of financial commitments 'would
be left to the incoming Government of this
State. If a Labor Government is returned
to offce at the next elections it will not
consider any left-over financial commit-
mnents as a legacy. If some work is done
by the present Government on the road,
the incoming Government will be only too
happy to pay for the balance of the work,

I know this road was discussed con-
siderably during the second world war
from a defence point of view. I feel that
the road from Alice Springs to Darwin was
not nearly important as a road from South
Australia to Western Australia. Without
such a road we were isolated and had to
depend on the railways. At that time,
anything could have happened so far as
this State was concerned. However, Pearl
Harbour was an act of providence. Only
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for Pearl Harbour the Japanese would
have invaded Western Australia. I1 think
everybody will admit that.

Mr. Tonkin: Pearl Harbour?

Mr. NULSEN: Yes, Pearl Harbour.
That disaster was responsible for bringing
America into the war earlier. In wanting
the East-West highway bituminised, I do
not feel we are being selfish in any way.
We do not resent money being spent in any
other Part of Western Australia; and it
would be a bad policy if we had to take
away money from one part of the State to
spend in another part. I recognise that we
need roads in Western Australia. They are
very important; and we should do our best
in this regard as soon as possible. However,
I do say this: There is nothing ridiculous
or fantastic about having a bitumen road
between South Australia and Western
Australia: and I hope it will be completed
by 1962.

I wish to quote the following article
which appeared in The West Austraian of
the 20th August:-

The W.A. Government hoped that
the transcontinental road would be in
first-class order by November. 1962,
when the Commonwealth Games
would be staged in Perth, Premier
Brand said in Adelaide today.

Mr. Brand, who was returning from
Canberra, had talks with the South
Australian Premier, Sir Thomas Play-
ford, on the condition of the Eyre
Highway.

Sir Thomas said work had already
started on the S.A. section of the
highway.

I wish to quote from the Sunday Timies of
the 21st August an item under the heading
"Road Aid" which reads as follows:-

Mr. Brand asked the Prime Minister
for Commonwealth aid to seal the
Eyre Highway to South Australia, but
so far the proposal had received no
Federal encouragement.

He would like to see money put
aside annually by the State for the
gradual sealing of the highway, and
he thought a Commonwealth grant
should be made each year for the pur-
pose.

South Australia's Premier, Sir
Thomas Playford, had told him a road
gang was improving 300 miles of road
between Port Augusta. and Ceduna.

That was good news as far as I was con-
cerned. I feel rather strongly in regard
to the East-West Road, and I hope a start
will soon be made on it. I am only echo-
Ing the opinion of those with whom I
have come in contact in my own elector-
ate. They all want the road. I do not
know of anyone who has had one word
to say against its establishment.

Mr. Brand: No other Western Austra-
lian, either.

Mr. NULSEN: I respect members for
advocating the needs of their own elec-
torates, but I cannot always agree with
them. I respect the members for Pilbara,
Kimberley, and Merredin-Yilgarn for
placing their electorates first; but I am in
the position where I have to look after my
electors and they are anxious that this
road be established. It will be for the
good of the State; and it will do more
for the State than anything else I know
of at the present time.

I would now like to make some reference
to bread prices. This is a bread-time
story, not a bedtime story. In regard to
bread prices, there seems to be great dis-
satisfaction on the goldfields at the pre-
sent time. Firstly, there is no delivery
of bread; and, secondly, I am informed
that the same price is received in the
shops for bread as would be received if
it were delivered. Whether that is so, I
am not sure.

Mr. Evans: That is exactly right.
Mr. NULSEN: What I have said has

been confirmed by the member for Kal-
goorlie. I have received a letter from a
person in Norseman relative to bread
Prices, which reads as follows:-

I wish to bring to your notice the
bread prices in Norseman-2 lb. loaf is
Is. 6d.: 1 lb. loaf Ojd.

Another factor re bread is that un-
derweight bread iq being sold and
nothing legally can be done about it.

The only legal thing is dough
weight.

We contend that legislation should
be brought in to make bread be sold
at 2 lb. and 1 lb. baked weight.

Since Labor has been out of office
there has been several bread price
rises.

There is still no bread delivery
here.

The Minister for Labour is not here at
the moment, but I was wondering if it
would be possible, under certain conditions,
to have bread weighed after it has been
baked. From time to tine, a lot has been
said in the House about bread, and I think
it is something to which consideration
should be given. People in Perth do not
have far to go for bread and, in most
cases, there are regular deliveries. How-
ever, in places like Norseman, the people
have to come into town-sometimes two
or more miles-to get their bread, or they
have to make some other arrangement.
I believe that is the position in Kalgoor-
lie also. I do not know whether bakers
could be compelled to deliver bread. How-
ever. I am putting up this position on be-
half of the people in Norseman who are
very dissatisfied at the present time. They
are anxious that something be done.
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Therefore, I am hoping that the Minister
will give reasonable consideration to their
request.

I could keep on talking for another
half hour, but time is passing on. There-
fore, the matters of which I have not
spoken I will raise another time. In con-
elusion, I hope that the Ministers will heed
what I have said in all sincerity. There
is no exaggeration whatsoever in regard
to any of the requests I have made, and
I am hoping that they can be compilied
with.

MR. NORTON (Gascoyne) [11.50]: I
move-

That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put and a division taken with

the following result-
Aye&--24.

Mr. Andrew
Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Curran
Mr. Evans
Mr. Pletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heal
Mr. J. Hegney
Mr. W. Hegney

Noes-25,
Mr. Bovell Mr.
Mr. Brand Sir
Mr. Burt Mr.
Mr. Cornell Mr.
M r. Court Mr.
Mr. Craig Mr.
Mr. Crommelin Mr.
Mr. Grayden M r.
Mr. Outhrie Mr.
Dr. Henn Mr.
Mr. Hutchinson Mr.
Mr. Lewis Mr.
Mr. Mann
Majority against-i.
Motion thus negatived.

Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Kelly
.\r. I'tair
Mr. Norton
M r. Nulsen
M r. Oldfleld
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Rowberry
M1r. Sewell
Mr. Toma
Mr. Tonin
AIr. May

r Teller.)

W. A. Manning
Ross McLarty
Nalder
Nimino
O'Connor
O'Nel
Owen
Perkins
Roberts
Watts
Wild
I. W. Manning

(Teller.)

MR!. NORTON (Gascoyne) [11.54]: Like
other members on this side of the House,
I was somewhat interested in the figures
quoted by the member for Canning when
moving the adoption of the Address-In-
Reply. The figures in which I was par-
ticularly interested were the ones in re-
spect of school accommodation. Towards
the end of his speech he said the follow-
ing:

A record number of classrooms were
built last year-namely, 238-and I am
told this is nearly 40 more than would
have been built with the same amount
of money available under the old sys-
tern.

From that I take it that when estimating
the number of classrooms to be built, the
Government uses the old system; and
having transferred to the new system of
public tender, it was realised that an
extra 40 classrooms could be built.

Last Year, so far as the North-West
Loan Estimates were concerned, there was
an amount set aside for Carnarvon for a
new school and hostel. From what the
member for Canning has told us and the

deductions which can be reached from
his information, it can be logically assumed
that the Government built not only 40
extra classrooms in the southern part
of the State but also transferred the
four for Carnarvon to the South.
What happened to the hostel which was
to have been built at Carnarvon? I
fail to see why these buildings at Car-
narvon were not proceeded with:. because
although land was scarce at Carnarvon,
and it was difficult for the department to
obtain a suitable site, the Carnarvon
Council wvas very co-operative. It gave
back to the Government some of the
endowment land which it held; and after
it was found that the Department of Civil
Aviation would not release some of the
land which the Education Department re-
quired to allow sufficient area, the Car-
narvon Council once again came to light
with part of its town oval. in addition
to that, the council guaranteed the
Education Department that it would allow
it to use the Playing oval for Playing
grounds for the school. This was done
to ensure that the Government would
have no reason for delaying In any
way the erection of extra schools or the
hostel which was to be built there.

The extra schoolrooms which were to
have been built were to be the initial rooms
of a primary school. At present Carnar-
von has a three-year junior high school
which also incorporates the prinary
school. Over the Years Carnarvon's child
Population has increased steadily, the rate
at present being approximately 50 child-
ren per year. In the coming year this
number will in crease by at least 50.

I asked the Minister for Education some
questions on the 4th August. The first
one I asked him was--

Why in view of the money allocated
fromn loan funds, and shown on the
Loan Estimates, has nO move been
made on the building of the new
school and hostel at Carnarvon?

The Minister gave only half an answer. He
said-

The department considered that be-
fore proceeding with the building of
the hostel more accurate figures
should be obtained as to the number
of child ren likely to require accommo-
dation. Inquiries are now being made,
and these should be flinalised in the
near future.

My question was in connection with a
school and the hostel. The building of
the school was totally ignored. One
would have thought that if the depart-
ment was going to build a hostel and had
set aside in the Loan Estimates finance for
this purpose, it would by that time have
made a full analysis of the district as to the
requirements of the hostel. As a matter
of fact, the recommendations of the dis-
trict superintendent were that one should
be built immediately and a second one
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ini the near future to cater for the needs
of the children in the outback. Therefore
I think it is very evident that the depart-
ment had all the information at its finger-
tips when the estimates were drawn up:
and yet we find that on the 4th August
the department is just Making inquiries
as to whether or not a hostel is required.
As I said before, the Minister ignored my
question regarding the new primary school.
My second question, asked on the same
date, was as follows:-

Is he aware of the serious position
at the Junior High School in respect
of accommodation?

The Minister replied-
Apart from the use of temporary

classrooms there is no serious accom-
modation problem at the school at the
present time. For the 451 children
in eleven classes there are 10 class-
rooms, a hired hall and manual train-
ing centre-

How the Minister brings the manual train-
ing centre into the classrooms, I do not
know. It is not a classroom at all in the
sense of teaching average subjects. The
reply continued-

and home science centres.
A home science centre is in the science
room: and as it is a junior high school.
the science room is badly needed for
general science as well as for home
science. There again, we are short of
rooms. The Minister continued-

Provision is being made in this
financial year for new buildingsq to re-
place the hall and provide additional
home science facilities.

From that answer it is difficult to deter-
mine exactly what the Minister means:
whether he means that a new school is to
be built, or whether further classrooms
are to be tacked on to the junior high
school. If he means the latter, it seems
to Point to the fact that it is not envisaged
that Carnarvon will at any time have a
senior high school or a five-year high
school. If the junior high school be-
comes a senior high school it will be
necessary to shift orimary classrooms to
another school, as is the practice in all
other districts.

The Carnarvon Council has done every-
thing in its power to assist the depart-
ment to get land, and I think it is up to
the department to assist the people in the
district to educate their children as cheaply
as possible. At the present time it simply
means that if a person wishes to educate
his children to the school-leaving stan-
dard, the family has to leave the district.
As members are aware, boarding accommo-
dation is not easy to get, whether it be in
Perth or in country towns.

I was interested to read an article in
the Press on the 17th August regarding
school fees. After reading it. it became
obvious to me that it wvould be beyond

the means of the average person to send
his children away to school, particularly if
he had to send them to a private school.
During the course of this evening. I went
to the trouble of ascertaining the costs-
and they are only the bare costs -of
educating a child if that child is sent
away to a private school.

Using the fees which were published in
the newspaper, and which would corn-
mnence as from next year, a parent wishing
to educate one child and send him to
a private school in Perth at the age of
six years, and keep him there until the
child reached the age of 16 years, would
have to face a bill of £3,843 for school f ees
and board alone. This figure would not
take into consideration the amount of ap-
proximately £350 for air fares over the
same period, provided these fares did
not increase: also, it does not take into
consideration many items such as laundry.
school books, sports, gymnasium, and the
hundred and one other items which arise.

Members wvill readily see that it would
be absolutely outside the province of the
average person to send one child away to
boarding school, let alone two or three.
Admittedly in that figure. as far as the
North-West is concerned, there wvould be
a matter of £800 over the 10-year period
which the Government would pay to-
wards that cost. But it would still raise
the cost of education to over £3,500 for
one child, provided the child finished his
schooling at the age of 16.

If a school hostel is built at Carnarvon.
-and I believe it will he-it will cause
that school, within the very near future,
to be raised to senior high school status. It
will relieve those people who are working
on stations of a great deal of expense in
educating their children; because, as mem-
bers are aware, with the establishment of
a Government hostel the cost of educating
children attending a State school is
considerably reduced. As far as the Car-
narvon Junior High School and primary
school is concerned, the cost of textbooks
is down to a minimum, the school having
developed what is known as a school-book
club. It might be interesting for members
to know that in the secondar1y school years
the cost of textbooks for the average child
attending the Carnarvon Primary School
is in the vicinity of £2 a year.

Should the Government proceed with
the building of this hostel, I would bring
to its notice the urgent need in Carnarvon
for provision of accommodation for female
teachers. At the present time these girls,
many of whom have only just completed
their training, are unable to secure in the
town reasonable accommodation at a
reasonable price. With the erection of a
hostel some supervision for the dormitories
would be required: and it would be an
ideal set-up if the female teachers, and
perhaps some of the niale teachers, could
be Provided with accommodation in the
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building. This would also help towards
reducing the over-all cost of running such
an institution.

While on the subject of education, I
would like to bring to the Minister's
notice some complaints which I received
from the outback during my recent tour
of my electorate. On my way north from
Mullewa, at the first station I visited I
received a complaint regarding itinerant
teachers. The complaint was that itiner-
ant teachers were to be withdrawn from
the outback. I asked a question in the
House earlier this session on this subject,
which was as follows:-

Is it the intention of the Education
Department to cease using itinerant
teachers in the outback areas of this
state?

The reply was as follows:-
The departmental policy regarding

the use of itinerant teachers will be
determined in the light of experience.

My second question was--
if so, what will be the position of

parents who have not got two-way
radios?

The reply was-
Investigations are proceeding into

the method by which pupils without
the services of a two-way radio can
best be assisted.

That does not tell us anything. I then
asked-

How many itinerant teachers are
there employed by the department?

The reply was "at present two itinerant
teachers are operating." This answer
surprised me considerably because in 1958
there were three itinerant teachers oper-
ating in the Murchison, Gascoyne, Pilbara,
and Kimberley areas, and those teachers
were supervising the teaching of some 260
children in those outback areas. When I
beard the reply, I wondered how two
teachers could manage to cope with 260
children and travel the number of miles
involved. But the next question I asked
answered that query for me, because the
numbers now supervised by itinerant
teachers have dropped to 150.

I am afraid I cannot see where those
110 children have gone to, at least in. my
area, and I cannot find out whether they
have gone from the Pilbara, Kimberley, or
Murchison areas. Yet one teacher has
been taken off the run. A school of the
air has been established at Meekatharra,
and on its roll there are 43 children. Some
of those 43 children are still being super-
vised by the itinerant teachers, so that
they do not make up the difference be-
tween 260 and 150 being supervised at
present. Apparently it is to be the Gov-
ernment's policy to do away with the
itinerant teachers and replace them with
a school of the air.

I do not want anybody to think that
I am in any way opposed to the school of
the air; it is a wonderful innovation and
one which helps the children considerably
in certain subjects. But the basic sub-
jects, such as reading, writing and arith-
metic, are not so easily taught over the
air; the children require an instructor for
those subects, and it falls on the mother
or the tutor to be the instructor. It is
quite reasonable for such subjects as his-
tory, singing, geography, social studies, and
the like to be taught over the school of the
air; but when we get down to essentials,
and the subjects I mentioned, it is not
quite so easy. I think it would do Gov-
ernment members good if they listened to
a few things being said by the Opposition,
instead of holding a Parliament of their
own.

Since these itinerant teachers were put
on the run by the previous Government,
in the outback areas of the north, they
have become very Popular with the
mothers and tutors with whom they come
into contact. They have also become
popular with the children, and these
teachers have given sound and logical
advice to those in the outback who are
battling with their children to give them
a good basic education before they are
sent south to finish off their schooling.

I believe that if the school of the air
could be combined with the use of itinerant
teachers the people in the outback would
have an ideal educational set up. The
itinerant teacher can guide the mother or
the tutor along lines with which she is
not familiar. He can point out where she
is falling down in her methods of teach-
ing; and the itinerant teacher also acts
as an inspector. It is well known to the
department that inspectors or supervisors
are still necessary throughout the State
to see that the Government schools are
functioning properly, and the itinerant
teachers are acting in that capacity for
the mothers and tutors in the outback
areas.

It is interesting to look at the cost of
the itinerant teacher, the cost of the school
of the air, and the cost which the Gov-
ernment would have to meet if these
children were sent away from these out-
back districts to schools. F-rom figures
supplied by the Minister, the cost of an
itinerant teacher is estimated at £24 13s.
4d. per child; the cost of the school of
the air is approximately £27 per child,
but this could be greatly reduced as
the numbers increased. According to
the report of the Education Department
far 1957-58, Table 5F. the cost of educat-
ing each child in the State is £46 19s. i10d.
Therefore, if the itinerant teachers and
the school of the air were combined, the
cost to the Government would be little
mare than the cost of educating a child
at the ordinary State school.
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But should these children have to be
sent to Perth, Geraldton, Meekatharra,
Mullewa, Mt. Magnet-or wherever it mi~ght
be-to school, the Government would be
faced with the extra cost of a boarding
allowance, which varies from £50 to £80
Per annum. Therefore, that figure would
have to be added to the cost of edu-
cating a child, and it can be seen that
by using the school of the air and the
itinerant teachers it would be a cheaper
proposition than to send the children into
a town to be educated. I appeal to the
Minister, and to the department, to look
closely at this system of education to see
whether it is possible for the children,
particularly during the early years of their
education, to have the school of the
air and the itinerant teachers combined
to give the best possible results from the
children's point of view, quite apart from
the cost factor with respect to both the
Government and the parents.

If the children are sent away to school
the cost of transport. also has to be taken
into account, and this cost is quite con-
siderable. Many people in the outback
do not own two-way radios. Many stations
are connected by the telephone line; and
where such communication exists, the
stations are not accepted on the flying
doctor network, over which the school
broadcasts are made. Should they wish
to be accepted on the flying doctor net-
work, and were they able to get the license
to operate a two-way pedal radio, it would
cost each family in the vicinity of £250 to
£:275 for a suitable set. This would be
beyond the means of the average person
working on a station, and at present there
are many young couples, with young
families, who are working on the stations.

I have a question for tomorrow's notice
paper in which I ask the Minister whether
the department is considering the supply-
ing of two-way radios for those people in
the isolated areas who are not on the
flying doctor network. Whilst speaking of
the Flying Doctor radio network and of
the school of the air, I might mention
that the last-mentioned service has to be
content with the second-best wave length.
In other words, the Flying Doctor service
is continually served with the best
wave length because of any emergency calls
that might be made on it at any time of
the day and it requires the best reception
according to the particular wave length
available. As these wave lengths are kept
open for emergency calls, it is only reason-
able to assume that the Flying Doctor will
use the wave lengths that will give the
best reception. Therefore, the school
of the air has to be satisfied with the
wave length that remains.

During the summertime, and at other
periods of the year, considerable static is
experienced over these wave lengths in
the outback, and the reception is not of
the best. Also, the further one gets away,
from the broadcasting station the greater

are the difficulties that are experienced.
As the work performed by the school of
the air progresses so the broadcasts by
that organ isation to the stations will in-
crease in number and distance; and
unless more broadcasting stations are
Made available to it in order to reduce
the distance between the broadcasting.
station and the person using the radio
receiver, the value of the work performed
by the school will be lessened if the lessons
given are interfered with by static. If
this occurs, either the mother of the
child or the tutor will have to take over
and conduct the lesson which the school
of the air provides, and give instruction
to the child according to the work set by
the correspondence school.

I would be very pleased to know why
the number of itinerant teachers who
were supervising the work of these chil-
dren has dropped so quickly during the
past two years. I am wondering whether
the Government has, by discontinuing the
services of one of these teachers, left the
large number of pupils that were super-
vised by him to their own devices withL
only the assistance of the work issued by
the correspondence school.

If the system which was envisaged
when the school of the air began its ex-
periments at Carnarvon had been put into
operation by having all the pupils congre-
gate at Carnarvon school or at Meeks-
tharra-which is the present centre-for
a week or 10 days in order that they might
get to know their teacher and each other,
it would be a great means of developing
the school atmosphere in the programmes
that are conducted by the school of the
air. I would request the Minister and the
department to investigate those points to
see whether some steps cannot be taken
to continue both the work of the itinerant
teacher and the facilities provided by the
school of the air in order that the cheap-
est and best educational service can be
provided to the children in the outback.

During this session I have asked many
questions of the Minister for Fisheries
about the catching of snapper by traps.
The reason I asked those questions was
that there have been many complaints
about that method of trapping. Admit-
tedly, during the first year of operation,
results showed that a tremendous number
of fish could be caught by this means In
a very short time. The method certainly
showed a profit during last year, which
was the first year that traps were used.
In order to give members some idea of
what happened, I will quote the figures
which the Minister for Fisheries supplied
to me the other night. I Will quote only
the figures for the years 1958 and 1959.

In 1958 all snapper catches were made
by line and the boats which operated from
Fremantle and Geraldton in Shark Bay
waters caught 581,500 lb. of snapper. in
1959, however, with another seven boats
in operation, the total quantity of snapper

67T
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caught by the boats from Fremantle and
Oeraldton was 1.656,700 lb. I was in
Shark Bay at the beginning of this year,
-and It is customary for me and for many
others to have a day out fishing. As a
rule, we can rely on getting a very good
haul of snapper. I went out with one of
the good fishermen, and we spent a day
catching only three snapper on patches
which were expected to yield in the vicinity
of 500 to 600 lb. of snapper for the day's
catch. This was not an isolated case.
There were severs! of these boats operat-
ing and very few of them were obtaining
a good yield of snapper.

It was assumed by the fishermen in
Shark Bay that the big catches that were
obtained by boats operating off Shark Bay
and in the waters near Dirk Hartog Island
had depleted the snapper grounds to such
an extent that supplies of snapper had be-
come practically non-existent for the time
being. When one studies the figures, one
caLn well realise that such could be the
case.

However, coming on to a later period In
the year we find that there are other com-
plaints. Mr. Strickland, when he was visit-
ing Shark Bay early in the year, had the
same complaint put to him. He took the
matter up with the Minister for the North-
West, and eventually he received a reply
from the Minister's liaison officer in the
form of a copy of a letter written by the
Superintendent of Fisheries, Mr. Fraser.
The contents of this letter are well worth
recording, and they are as follows:-

Please accept may apologies for not
commnenting before on the likely ef-
fects of snapper traps dumped in
Shark Bay. The truth of the matter
'is that we do not know what overall
effect they might have on the fishery.
It seems reasonable to expect them
to continue to catch fish and thereby
rebait themselves and catch more fish.
How long this course would continue
it is impossible to say. I am advised,
however, that the rate of growth of
coral in Shark Say is very rapid and
in a matter of weeks the traps would,
wve think, become so thickly encrusted
,with coral that they would cease to
function as traps and would be bene-
ficial to the fishery by establishing
additional coral lumps on the sea bed.

This department's research vessel
'Lancelin" is currently carrying out

investigations into the usages and
effects of snapper traps generally. If
you are interested, I could let you
know the outcome should we be able
to obtain any definite information.

I would like to elaborate on one or two
commuents in that letter. After reading
it, I asked some questions of the Minister
for Fisheries. I asked him--

Have any of the Eastern States pro-
hibited or restricted the use of metal
yor other traps for the catching of
snapper?

The iYnister's reply was-
Not known.

Apparently he did not care. I then asked
him-

Do metal traps injure the fish
caught in them?

and the minister answered-
Some injury occurs to trapped fish

if traps are allowed to remain set for
too long a period.

It is well known that fish suffer consider-
able damage in these traps, particularly
at this time of the year, because they are
very active and they fight one another for
any food that is offering. At that time
of the year they take any bait; they do
not care what it is.

If members would take notice of some
of the snapper on sale in the fish shops
during the periods when these boats are
out catching, they would notice that their
fins and tails are considerably stripped.
indicating they have been badly knocked
about. I asked whether these traps, if lost,
could become constant killers of snapper
or other fish. The reply I received was
that this is possible for a short time. The
next question I asked ties up with my third
question and also with the letter I have
quoted. I asked-

Is it considered that the excessive
use of traps catching snapper could
cause the area in which they are used
to be fished out?

The answer I received was that the exces-
sive use of traps, or any other method
of capture for that matter, over the whole
range of any species could cause depletion.
The Minister agrees that this could cause
them to be fished out. That supports the
theory of the fishermen, and others in
the area, that this would be so.

These traps can be lost and become con-
tinuous fish catchers. Last year some
traps were lost and it is known that they
caught fish for a very long time.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: How do you know
that they caught fish for a long time?

Mr. NORTON: Because they were
found later. What amuses me in Mr.
Fraser's letter is that he says the traps
would become thickly encrusted with coral
and would cease to function as traps and
would be beneficial to fisheries in
establishing coral clumps in the seabed.
He also says that the growth of coral was
very rapid in Shark Bay. If that is so,
we would have coral atolls in the area.
All coral in Shark Bay is reasonably deep,
and it does not get any closer to the sur-
face. I was not satisfied with the answer
I received from the department, so I wrote
to the C.S.I.R.O. which advised me to
treat any such statement with caution.
because it had no information of the
excessive growth of coral in Shark Bay.

Mr. May: Did you not write to the Min-
ister for Fisheries?
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Mr. NORTON: Perhaps it would interest
the Minister to know that peatling was
carried out with metal or wire dredges very
similar in construction to the fish traps.
These have been lost and, after a number
of years have been recovered, and there
has been no sign of any sea growth on
them. So it is apparent that Mr. Fraser
was talking out of the side of his head
when he endeavoured to give an answer
on the use of fish traps.

I am still not convinced that the Eastern
State have not prohibited the use of fish
traps. I am told they are prohibited there
and have been for some time. But the
short curt answer "Not known" to my
question, simply indicates to me that the
Fisheries Department is not at all interested
as to whether or not the Eastern States
have barred the use of fish traps.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You know a re-
search officer of the Fisheries Department
was there and had a look into the matter.

Mr. NORTON: Perhaps this paragraph
from the Northern Times dated the 28th
July will interest the Minister. It is
headed, 'Greatly Disappointed" and reads
as follows:-

Greatly disappointed with this year's
snapper season Axel Bertelsen left on
the return journey to Geraldton last
Monday.

Mr. Bertelsen who spends the whole
of the season from May until Septem-
ber at Shark Bay blames the use of
fish traps for the poor catches.

Himself and crew are not using
traps but feel certain that if their use
is Permitted to continue the grounds
will be rendered useless within the
next few years.

No sign of the proposed survey on
the use of traps by the Fisheries De-
partment was observed by Mr. Bertel-
sen during all his trips.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Are you going to
believe him or me?

Mr. NORTION: I am not disbelieving
anybody. I merely commented and said
that this news item would Interest the
Minister; and apparently it has.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It is very inter-
esting.

Mr. NORTON: The next extract I would
like to quote is headed. "Council Protest on
Trap Fishing" and reads as follows:-

The Carnarvon Municipal Council
at its July meeting unanimously
agreed to lodge a protest with the
Minister for Fisheries (Mr. R. Hutch-
inson M.L.A.) concerning trap fishing
of snapper in Shark flay and Carnar-
von waters. Councillors were of the
opinion that if trap fishing was
allowed to continue, within five years
the snapper patches would be com-
pletely fished out.

This contention seems to be well
founded as already reports this Year
from fishermen operating the snapper
patches in Shark Bay and Dirk Har-
tog water, state that they are experi-
encing the worst snapper season in
memory.

The average boat's catch is down to
half the quantity of fish they had in
the freezers this time last year, when
all previous records were broken.

The fish traps were used for the first
time last year and fishermen reported
fantastic hauls. One boat caught
70,000 lb. of fish in 11 days and other
boats also had similar catches.

Experienced fishermen attribute last
year's trapping for this season's poor
hauls. They say that traps caught too
many small fish, and disturbed the
breeding snapper.

I wish to comment on the reference to
too many small fish. I wonder what check
is taken of processing boats in respect of
the processing of small or undersized
snapper. I understand one processing
boat was processing as much as 5,000 lb.
of snapper a day. Whether that is right
or not I would not like to say, but that
is what was reported.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: When was that?
Mr. NORTON: This season.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You said there

were not very good catches.

Mr. NORTON: If these fishermen are
catching- undersized snapper in their traps,
and using them, they are breaking the law.
I do not blame them for using the snapper;
because if they returned these undersized
fish to the sea from their traps, then there
is a very slender chance that they would
survive, because they would probably have
been badly bruised and knocked about a
bit in the traps. Apart from this, they
would have experienced a considerable
time out of the water before the trap could
be cleared and they could be released to
the sea.

These traps, being Pulled up from a fair
depth, would probably result in a change
of pressures, and this too would affect the
young fish. It would be interesting to
know what percentage of small fish is
caught in these traps: although I believe
a report has come in that normal size
snapper are being caught. When one looks
at the size of the snapper being sold in the
shops in Perth one finds they are about 2
lb. to 24 lb. in weight. They are quite
small, even though they are wvell within the
limits allowed by the regulations.

While I am on the subject of regulations.
I would like to suggest to the Minister that
the requirements contained in the regula-
tions should be increased: and that instead
of 12 inches being the allowable size, at
least 24 inches should be the minimum
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size required for the taking of snapper
from Shark Bay. The report goes on to
-say-

Because trap hauls have been so
poor this year, many fishermen have
gone back to the old method of line
fishing.

Mr. Fred Fletcher, skipper of West
Coast Enterprises' 66! t. freezer boat,
"Will Succeed," which was fitted out
as a refrigerated processing vessel at
a cost of £17,000, said that this was the
worst season for snapper that he had
known. Mr. Fletcher has been a fisher-
man at Shark Bay for nearly 50 years.

He was born in Shark Bay and has been
in the fishing Industry as long as he can
remember. The report states further-

After last year's boom, there was a
tremendous capital investment in boats
and equipment for this year's fishing.
At Present there are 14 Fremantle
boats-all equipped with freezers-
and 12 Oeraldton boats operating in
the area between Carnarvon and the
South Passage of Shark Bay.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That would make
a substantial difference.

Mr. NORTON: The fishermen are not
getting the large hauls. The hauls are
aaller than those in past years. When
tbe fishermen revert to hand-line fishing,
it proves that they are adopting the more
commnonsense method to catch the fish:
by this means they will not destroy the
Ithing grounds or damage the industry.

The fishing grounds in and around Shark
BaLy and Carnarvon are well known. There
aire few better ones in the world. They
contain not only snapper and whiting, but
mullet by the ton can be caught for which
there is no sale except as crayfish bait. If
these grounds were fished properly it
would be found that the tuna industry
which could be developed there would be
second to none in Australia. This indus-
try, together with the development of the
prawn and scallop industries, could help to
4develop our north.

'The Japanese are now fishing for tuna
only 100 miles fromn Carnarvon. I would
not be surprised if the People of this State
are buaying Western Australian tuna
canned in Japan. It is a Pity we cannot
get an investment in the fishing industry
in our north so as to organise tuna fishing
,on a large scale and make it profitable. It
is interesting to consider how the Japanese
came to fish for tuna outside Carnarvon.
My opinion is that they got the infornma-
tion from the report of the 1952 fisheries
conference which gave details of tuna
fishing off our North-West. That report
was very impressive. I am not surprised
the Japanese took immediate steps to send
-a research vessel to that area, and followed
up by sending a fishing fleet. We should

take note when overseas people come into
our home waters and take a harvest to
which we are entitled.

If this State were to fish out the grounds
close on hand, we would have to go fur-
ther afield for fish and we would have to
compete with the other people who are
operating in deeper waters off our coast.
I sincerely hope the Fisheries Department
will see fit to increase the minimum size
of snapper which can be taken from the
waters around Shark Bay and Carnar-
von. There is plenty of big fish available.
and the small ones should not be wasted.
If the latter are left, in two or three
years' time they will be three or four times
the present size.

The efforts made over the last 18
months to conserve water in the Gascoyne
River has been disappointing. To use the
words of the Minister for Water Supplies,
the planters have been very co-operative in
accepting the water restrictions. They
know that their livelihood revolves around
the water located in the sands of the
GascoYne River. They also know that if
nothing is done for them they must help
themselves. When they accepted these
restrictions they thought the Minister
would put forward some scheme to con-
serve the water.

The other day I asked the Minister a
question concerning water supplies and
conservation at Carnarvon. In the first
portion I asked-

Apart from a restriction on the use
of water from the Gascoyne River, is
there any definite plan other than re-
striction to conserve water which.
with the flow of each river, runs to
waste to the sea?

His reply was-
There is no definite plan at present

for the conservation of water on the
Gascoyne River.

Mr. Wild: Tell me what your Govern-
ment did in its six Years along the same
lines.

Mr. NORTON: The Minister knows very
well what it did.

Mr. Wild: It did very little.
Mr. NORTON: The Labor Government

did make an honest attempt to conserve
the water. It started with a day barrier
which was to have a four-year testing
period. That period expired when the pre-
sent Minister took office. Perhaps the Min-
ister has not heard or read about that at-
tempt. The previous Government started a
survey of the water u~xstream. The previous
Government surveyed the upstream area,
and located 40 acres of untapped water. A
scheme was being developed to pipe that
water to the plantations orn the south side
of the river.

The Minister has claimed that was
a step undertaken by his Govern-
ment. but that is not the case. I can tell
what the Present Government has done,
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and the Minister will be giving the answer
to my question tomorrow. I am wonder-
ing what the "gemaco" drill has been doing
since it was sent up there. I wonder whe-
ther the Minister has examined the pro-
posal I put forward about the barrier to
be constructed at the mouth of the river.
I wonder what the Minister told the people
when he was in Carnarvon. Unfortunately
I was not able to be present.

Mr. Andrew: You were not invited to
the meeting.

Mr. NORTON: I was invited, but my
invitation was dated on a Monday. It was
posted on Tuesday, the next day, and I
received it on the Wendesday. The advice
in the letter was that the Minister would
be proceeding to Carnarvon by road and
would be arriving there on Thursday. As
far as I know he arrived there. To get
there on time I would have had to make
the trip by air on the MacRobertson Miller
plane on the Thursday morning, so as to
arrive before the Minister. These planes
are booked out, Particularly the Thursday
flights, because they are through flights.
One would not have a hope of getting a
seat on the plane. The only alternative
would have been for me to cut out my
commitments through the Murchison and
to have gone to Carnarvon by car. This
would have meant travelling all night, as
the Minister well knows.

Mr. May: Not in the Minister's car?

Mr. NORTON: No, at my own expense.
I am not Riure what tlmc the Minister
arrived in Carnarvon, but he made an
official call on the secretary of the road
board. It may interest members to know-
and you, too, Mr. Speaker-that this per-
son happens to be the president of the
Gascoyne branch of the Liberal Party.
Apart from that, I have been unable to
find out where the Minister went. I did
find out one Place where he went-he went
to a secluded spot and had a drink with
the secretary of the road board.

What puzzles the people of Carnarvon
is how the Minister got out of that place
and on to the boat: and where he disap-
peared to on the boat. The iron curtain
surrounded him. In fact, one person did
manage to contact him on the phone. The
iron curtain opened up and a message got
through. The president of the Boy Scouts'
Association was able to speak to him for a
few minutes. However, I do not know
whether the President has received a reply
to his request. That is as much as the
Minister knows regarding the Gascoyne
River; its requirements; what use is made
of the water; and what has been done.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has three minutes.

Mr. NORTON: I am sorry about that,
because I need more than three minutes.
I hope the Minister has examined, to some
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extent, the proposition which I put up
some time ago regarding the installation
of a barrier at the mouth of the river.
If he reads that proposition, he will find
that it contains a lot of commonsense.
So far as the Gascoyne is concerned, our
waters are contained wholly and solely in
the sands. This is one of the best places,
because there is no evaporation; and each
little river could be turned into the flood
river, for portion of the Gascoyne River's
length. If a barrier were built, instead of
the river flowing the last 4j miles to
sea and flooding an area of 62 acres,
it would be Possible to flood an area
of 1,600 to 1,700 acres. That would give
a tremendous amount more soakage than
takes place at the present time.

In Carnarvon we have an industry
which has established itself, but which
has been unable to develop markets
outside the State. If sufficient water were
available, overseas markets could be ob-
tained in many directions. In fact, it
could be a competitor with Geraldton in
the tomato market of Singapore.

There is a big demand for citrus fruits
which can be grown at Carnarvon so much
earlier than in the southern part of the
State; and there is always a large de-
mand for these fruits on overseas markets.
There is also a big demand for them by
the Blue Funnel boats, which would take
the whole of the crop produced at the
present time-and far more if it were pos-
sible.

There are many ways in which the
industry at Carnarvon could be developed.
At the present time there are not 500 acres
of good arable freehold land being utilised
out of the 4,000 acres which are at present
held in freehold. In fact, the area at Car-
narvon is only a little less than half the
area which has been envisaged on the
diversion dam at the Ord River. At Car-
narvon there is already an industry at an
established centre. If money cannot be
found so that this industry can be retained
and put on a sound footing, the Govern-
ment is sadly lacking in its duty to the
North-West and in regrad to the decen-
tralisation of the State.

I wish to support the member for Pul-
bara with regard to at least the sealing
of one runway on all North-West air-
strips. Travelling by aircraft today has
become one of the major methods of
transport-the accepted way-particularly
in the outback areas. A big percentage
of the perishable Produce which is re-
quired in the north-vegetables and so
forth-are carried by M.M.A. Medical
supplies and patients are also transported
by aircraft.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber's time has expired.
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Extension of Time
MR. ANDREW: I move-

That the honourable member's time
be extended.

Motion put and passed.

Debate Resumed
Mr. NORTON: It is essential that the

strips should be serviceable for one
aircraft at any time. People in the
North-West have expended quite an
amount of money in purchasing aircraft
for the Plying Doctor service. So far as
Carnarvon is concerned, this service has
now superseded the road ambulance, and
it simply means that the people who be-
come sick or who require medical assist-
ance, have to rely on the Flying Doctor
service. It is a very reliable service and
is operated by very reliable planes. How-
ever, it has to depend on the condition of
the airstrips. If they are out of action due
to rain, the plane of the Flying Doctor
service cannot leave the ground, although
the other strip to which it is going may
be in perfect order.

It would not take a great deal of money
to make these strips properly serviceable,
particularly when one considers the
amount of money being expended by the
Department of Civil Aviation in other
directions. If only we were able to get
the amount of money needed for the re-
clamation of land at Guildford and spend
it on the strips in the North-West we
would have at least one sealed strip at
each of them.

When the Minister for Health was giving
evidence at the Commonwealth Public
Works Committee inquiry regarding the
Guildford aerodrome, I think he should
have taken the opportunity to try to
have consideration given to the sealing
of North-West strips in order to have all-
weather strips.

Mr. Perkins: Isn't it a Commonwealth
matter?

Mr. NORTON: The Air Force has spent
a large amount of money in putting down
a heavy jet bomber strip at Learmonth.
A strip such as that should have been put
down close to a large town; and naturally
I am parochial enough to say that Carner-
von should be that town. It should be close
to the town instead of 250 miles away. It
has probably been placed in a strategic
Position; but what does 250 miles or 500
miles mean to a modern jet bomber?
Time is nothing to it, as it can go from one
spot to another very quickly. If these
strips were sealed, the people in the
outback would have more security, and
they would help a great deal in keeping the
costs of transport down-fares, and so on.

I was very disappointed also with the
treatment which was meted out to the
coloured people of Carnarvon after the
cyclone. Practically all of those people

had their dwellings completely destroyed.
Admittedly, two of them were assisted in
getting homes. They were pensioners
who well deserved the help they received.
However, many of the younger families
have not as yet been assisted; but I under-
stand that in the near future houses will
be built for them at approximately
£1,400. 1 trust that the Minister will speed
up the building of those houses; because
although Carnarvon has quite a warm
climate in winter, it is not very nice when
it is cold and raining.

Most of the People are not natives within
the meaning of the Act. A number of
them are young couples who have been in
permanent employment. Several of them
own freehold land but have not the where-
withal to build their homes. Therefore.
why land has to be allocated for them to
build homes on, I cannot guess, as there
is no reason why they should not have
homes built on their own land with the
assistance of the Housing Commission
under the Act. I trust that these people
will receive assistance very quickly.

On motion by Mr. Burt, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 1.3 am. (Wednesday).
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